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Agenda

What are PFAS?

Project summary

How to interpret your sampling results
Pause for questions

Next steps

Questions & Answers

Proposed shared group agreements:
 Take space, make space.
 Address the idea, not the person.
 Practice self-care.



What are PFAS?

Over 12,000+ human-made chemicals
Used in a lot of products
◦Non-stick cookware
◦Water-proof apparel
◦Fast food wrappers
◦Firefighting foam (AFFF)

PFOA and PFOS most common
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PFAS = Per- and polyFluoroAlkyl Substances



Issues with PFAS
Health effects
•Cancer (prostate, kidney, testicular)
•Reproductive effects
•Developmental effects/

delays in children
•Reduced immune and 

vaccine response
•Hormonal interference

Vulnerable populations

4



Photos from March 2024 NE West Plains Sampling Effort
Photo Source:  U.S. EPA



Sample result type Number of 
locations

Percent of 
locations

Wells that don’t have PFAS 91 30%

Wells with PFAS below 
drinking water standards

44 14%

Wells with PFAS above 
drinking water standards

172 56%

Total 307 100%





How to 
interpret your 
sample results!



How it looks* What it means

7.4 Sample was ABOVE the drinking 
water standard. 

3.2
PFAS compound was found in the 
sample, but it is below the drinking 
water standard.

1.7 U PFAS was not found (non-detect).

*Numeric values are examples. The cell formatting and “U” show how to interpret your results.



Please share your results with Ecology
Provide safe water to people with PFAS 

above drinking water standards.
Map the area of known contamination 

and share this resource.
Help define additional source areas.



Drinking Water 
Sampling: Round 2
Request Form opens tomorrow 
(May 22) until we receive 
125 eligible sample requests or 
June 18 (whichever comes first).

This is the last sampling event.

Sampling to begin June 11.



Virtual Community 
Meeting

Thursday, June 6 | 6:30 pm



Questions?



Known Common Concerns
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