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What are EIM Valid Values?

When you submit data to EIM, we require that you populate certain fields with specific values, known as
“Valid Values.” Examples are Result Parameter Name “1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene” and Result Method
“SW6010” (ICP-AES for Metals & Trace Elements). We store Valid Values in the EIM Reference Tables.
When you submit your data to EIM, it compares the Valid Values in your Data Entry Template to those
stored in the Reference Tables. For each field, your Valid Values must match those in EIM, otherwise
your data will not load.

Where Do | Find EIM Valid Values?

There are three different places to find EIM Valid Values — the EIM Data Entry Help Documents, the EIM
Data Entry Templates, and the EIM Online Reference Tables.

EIM Data Entry Help Documents

The EIM Data Entry Help Documents show you if a field has Valid Values and what Valid Values are
allowed.

Valid Values for Sample Matrix in the EIM Result Help Document

X |Sample Matrix Describes the general REQUIRED. 14
environmental medium alpha/numer
which was measured or
from which a sample was
taken.

Tip: the matrix for porewater is
solid/sediment

irfGas,
. |Other Liquid,
Habitat,

Solid/Sediment,
Tissue,
Water

For longer lists of Valid Values, we link to another worksheet in the Help Document:

Link to worksheet in the EIM Result Help Document with Sample Source Vali

Y  |Sample Source Describes the REQUIRED. 30 Click here to see "Sample Source
environmental resource alpha/numeric. Valid values. |values"” worksheet in this Excel
which was measured or file for valid values and
from which a sample was descriptions.
taken. More specific than
Sample Matrix.

Sample Source Valid Values in the EIM Result Help Document

Valid Value Additional Info
AirlGas
Indoor Air
Dutdoor Air
Landfill Gas Ambient landfill gas monitoring. Mot what is vented into a treatment system.

. Gaseous elements and compounds in the small spaces between particles of
Soil Gas X
the earth and soil
Animal/Plant

Animal Tissue

Animal Tissue - Lab Exposure Animal tissue purposfully exposed to specific contaminants in a lab setting

Plant Tissue

Periphyton

Mixture of algae, cyanobacteria, heterotrophic microbes, and detritus that
are attached to submerged surfaces in aguatic ecosystems.
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EIM Data Entry Templates

Valid Value Lookup tab
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Some lists of EIM Valid Values, like Parameter and Method, are too long to put in the Data Entry Help
Documents. For these, users often rely upon the “Valid Value Lookup” tab in the EIM Data Entry
Templates, like this example from the Result Template. Valid Values in the Lookup tab are also used by

the

“Validate” tool in the EIM Data Entry Templates.

Validate tool in the Result Data Entry Template

Export

Menu Commands

Valid Value Lookup tab in the Result Data Entry Template

1
2
3
4
5
B
T
8
9
10
"

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

A

AH
IResuIt Parameter Name

Al
Result Parameter CAS Numbe

#1 Diesel 68334-30-5
#2 Diesel 68476-34-6
(+)}-cis-Limonene 1,2-epoxide 4680-24-4
(+Hrans-Limonene 1,2-epoxide 6909-30-4
(+-}-cis-Permethrin 61949-76-6
(-}-Loliolide 5989-02-6
(E}-Cinnamic acid 140-10-3
(EN-(24(5-((dimethylaminomethyl) furan-2-yl)methylthio)ethyl}-N-methyl-2-nitroethene-1,1-diamine 66357-35-5
(E}-Phosphamidon 297-994
(R,S)-alpha-amino-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-4-isoxazolepropionic acid 74341-63-2
[S}M-(1-carboxy-2-methylprop-1-yl|-MN-pentanoyl-N-[2-(1H-tetraz ol-5-yl}-bi-phenyl-4-yImethyl]amine 137862-534
(Z}-2-Heptenal- 57266-86-1
(£)14-Tricosenyl formate 77899-10-6
(£)6-Pentadecen-1-ol

.alpha_-Amyrin 638-95-9
.alpha.-Benzene hexachloride 319-84-6
.alpha.-BHC 319-84-6
.alpha.-Cypermethrin 67375-30-8
.alpha.-Endosulfan 959-98-8
.alpha_-Maphthylthiourea 86-88-4
-beta.-Benzene hexachloride 319-85-7

PR [T

Data Sheet( | Valid Value Lookup

Issues with the Validate tool and Valid Values in the Lookup tab

EVTAT

Valid Values in the Lookup Tab not always completely up to date because we have to update them
manually. This is primarily true for Valid Values that we update often, like Parameter and Method.
Sometimes the “Validate” tool might flag a Valid Value that is actually in EIM.

Additionally, the Valid Value Lookup tab does not have information like Method Description, etc., that
can be important when you are choosing a Collection, Preparation, Result Method.
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EIM Online Reference Tables

The Online Reference Tables enable you look at EIM’s “live” Reference Tables for our larger lists of Valid
Values. These are always 100 percent current. You can search and download these tables.

Available EIM Online Reference Tables

+»* Result Data Qualifier +* Laboratory +* Method % Parameter
«*» Parameter Group +»* Taxon +»* Taxon Group %+ Tissue Type
+* Unit of Measure +* Unit Conversion

How Do | Get to the Online Reference Tables?

There are different ways for getting to the Online Reference Tables depending on whether you work
outside of Ecology or at Ecology.

If You Work Outside of Ecology

1. Go to EIM Search and click “Help” in the blue navigation bar.

EIM Search Environmental Information Management System

fbout Contact EIM

Search:
ALL Studies + Locations + Results
Studies Example: Study ID AODE6815

Locat'ions Example: NMooksack River

Results Example: Copper . Click to search by

2. OR-Loginto your EIM Loader account and click “Reference Tables” in the blue navigation bar.

DEPARTMENT OF

L .
—— EICGLOG,Y EIM Loader Envionmental information Management System

Home Study Locations Results Bioassays Reference Tables Log Off

Data Type of EAP for organization EIM Ecology Testing Group (testing only)

- 42 i ) What would you li

- ¢ Enter a Study
Welcome to the
- Add new Study

EIM Data Loader — Edit Study



https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimreporting/
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/submitdata.htm

EIM Help — Valid Values and Online Reference Tables

3. Next click “Search Valid Values.”

Page 5

Mavigation Optiops—

Data Dictional Search Valid Vall@

EIM Help: Search Data Dictionary

Method.

From the drop-down list, click the reference table you want to see. In this example, we chose

EIM Help: Search Valid values

Navigation Options:

Drata Dictionary  Search Valid Values

Search by EIM reference table:

Method|

-

Pick a desired reference table from the list, then use the search options or download the entire table.

Ecology | EIM Home | Search Databa,
EIM Database Search 2015 Data Disclaimer (Priv

Copyright € 2015 Washington State Departme
EIM Database Search Version: 2.0.0.0

Result Data Qualifier
oratc
Method

Help | About | Contact EIM

Go to How Do | Use the Online Reference Tables?
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If You Work at Ecology

You can get to the Online Reference Tables via Search or Loader, explained in the section above, or you
can use the Editor, as below.

1. Go tothe EIM Editor and click “Reference Tables” in the blue navigation bar.

DEPARTMENT OF

L e -
—__ ECOLOGY intranet EIM Editor Environmental information Management System

Stata of Washington

Home Studies & Results Locations ~ Wells Reference Tables  Account Management — Admin

Editor Home

Studies and Results

Edit or add a study

Drill down to edit or add study-locations, field collections, and results
Edit or add bioassay control data

Change study permissions

Go to studies and results =

2. From the drop-down list, click the reference table you want to see. In this example, we chose
Methods.

ElM Edit()[‘ Environmental Information Management System

Locations  Wells Reference Tables  Account Management  Admin
Data Qualifiers
La
Methods
Studies Moniiwiing Programs

Parameters

Editor Home

Parameter Groups
TE"'

Taxa Groups

ons, field collections, and results

Tissue Types

Units

Unit Conversions



http://ecyeim/search/
http://ecyeim/loader/
http://ecyeim/editor/
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How Do | Use the Online Reference Tables?
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Using the Online Reference Tables is the same whether you work outside of Ecology or inside Ecology.
Once you have chosen the reference table you want to see, as we did in the last section, you can export
it or search for specific Valid Values.

Export a Reference Table

1. If you want to export an entire reference table, click the Excel icon below Filter Options. In this case

we chose the Method reference table we started with above.

Methods

Code

| [Contains

v| Include Alias

| [Contains

v

Source

Reference

\
Description ‘
\
\

| |Contains

v

2. The reference table is in CSV format but will automatically open in Excel.* From here you can sort,
filter, or save it in Excel.

O 00 = LT W R

o e
[ e

=
L

*Notes

'Method Code

ACE-LSTV
AlrToxics71
ALPCOEST1Y
ALS-5VM-D4S0
AM20GAX
AOAC2007.01
AquaticPlantDistrib
ARMSTET
ARMSTRONGB7-MN-P-51
AS-ICICPMS
ASC-083.2

ASSDA

Method Category Method Source

ANALYSIS
ANALYSIS
ANALYSIS
Analysis
AMNALYSIS
Analysis
Derivation
AMNALYSIS
Analysis
AMNALYSIS
Analysis
AMNALYSIS

USACE

Ecology-EAP

Method Description

Grain Size Analysis, Laboratory Soils Testi
Air Toxics Method 71, Siloxanes

17 beta estradiol in water and wastewate
COctamethylcyclotetrasiloxane (D4) in Sec
Dissolved Gas Analysis in Water Samples
Pesticide Residues in Foods by Acetonitri
Whole lake aguatic plant distribution ind
Seawater/Marine Nutrient (Nitrate, Nitri
The Determination of Nitrite, Nitrate +Ni
Arsenic speciation by ion chromatograph
Determination of Hexavalent Chromium
Automated Sequential Sampler Daily Ave

You get the entire reference table when you download it, even if you have filtered it.

Sometimes Excel does undesirable things like convert specific CAS Numbers into dates. To get
around this, use the same basic instructions found in Preserving Significant Digits in EIM

Downloads.



http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/helpDocs/EIMHelp_PreservingSignificantDigits.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/helpDocs/EIMHelp_PreservingSignificantDigits.pdf
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Search a Reference Table
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Each reference table contains many entries. The Method Reference Table contains almost 1700 entries.
Use “Filter Options” to search for specific entries.

1. To use Filter Options, type into one of the boxes and/or choose an entry from a drop-down list and
click the “Filter.” In this example we are filtering by Method Code by typing the beginning of a

Method Code.

Click “Filter.”

Methods

B Filter Options

m | Clear Filters

Category | b |

Code CEEDD) x| [Contains  ~| [MInclude Alias
Description | | | Contains b |

Source | W
Reference | | [Contains |

Inactive?

2. You will see a list of all EIM Method Codes beginning with “SW82,” along with supporting metadata
like the Method Description and Method Reference.

Category e ﬁde *'\

Description i

source 47

Reference ¢7

ANALYSIS SWB240

ANALYSIS) SWB2Z40M

ANALYSIS SW8260

ANALYSIS SWBZE0A

Volatile Organic Compounds (WVOCs) by Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry (GC/MS)

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) by Gas Chromatoaraphy/Mass Spectrometry (GC/MS),
modified

Volatile Organic Compounds (WVOCs) by Gas Chromategraphy/Mass Spectrometry (GC/MS),
Revision 0

Volatile Organic Compounds (WVOCs) by Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry (GC/MS),

Beyisinn 1

EPA SW-
846

MEL

EPA Office of Solid Waste SW-846, Test Methods for Evaluating Solid
Waste, Physical/Chemical Methods.

EPA Office of Solid Waste SW-846, Test Methods for Evaluating Solid
Waste, Physical/Chemical Methods. (Noticed for removal from SW-846,
12/96).

EPA Office of Solid Waste SW-846, Test Methods for Evaluating Solid
Waste, Physical/Chemical Methods, Revision 0, July 1892

EPA Office of Solid Waste SW-846, Test Methods for Evaluating Solid
Waste Physical/Chemical Revision 1 S 1004

N

3. To undo your filter, click “Clear Filters.”

e R
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4. Here is an another example of searching for Valid Values — this time in the Parameter Reference
Table. Sometimes the EIM Team deactivtes parameters or other Valid Values that are outdated and
should not be used for new data. If you want to see only active Valid Values, choose “Inactive? =
No.” In this example we also chose to see only parameters in the “Chemical” Category and with
“benz” in the Name. Notice that not all the parameters in the list below have “benz” in the name.
This is because the “Include Alias?” box was checked, so these parameters have an alias (aka
synonym) with “benz” in the name. The “Has Alias?” column will tell you if a particular parameter
has an alias/synonym or not.

Parameters

"

Name |henz ) ||Cnntains V|

CAS Number | | [Contains V|

~

Name T

CAS Number 47

Usage 47

Export to Exi

UOM Type 47 Inactive? Has Alias?

1({3H)-Isobenzofuranone, 5-methyl-
1, 2-Benzisothiazol-3(2H)-one
1,234,6,7,8-HpCDD

1234

8-HpCOF
1,234,7,83-HpCDF
1,23,4,7,8-HxCDD
1,2,3,4,7,8-HxCDF

1,2,34-Tetrachlorobenzene

1,2,3,5-Tetrachlorobenzene

54120-64-8
2634-33-5
35822-46-9
B67562-39-4
33673-83-T
39227-28-6
T0648-26-9
634-66-2

634-90-2

What if | Can’t Find a Valid Value?

Lab

Lab

Lab

Lab

Lab

Lab

Lab

Lab

Lab

SUBST
SUBST
SUBST
SUBST
SUBST
SUBST
SUBST
SUBST

z2 z z z z 2 z z =z
zZ Z < < < < < Z Z

SUBST

If you cannot find a valid value in the Online Reference Tables or in our Data Entry Help Documents,
contact your EIM Data Coordinator — or use our “Contact EIM” form to send a request to the EIM Team.

Revision History

Revision

Revision No.
Date

Summary of Changes

Reviser(s)

3/08/10 1.0

Original Document

CN

3/11/16 2.0

Added valid value info and updated reference table format JK, CL, CN

via Search/Help. Renamed from “Using the Online Reference

Tables.”



https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimreporting/Help/Contact.aspx
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