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The EPA Letter

November 2002 memo from the Directors of 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds and 
of Wastewater Management to EPA Regions:

“ Establishing Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
Wasteload Allocations (WLAs) for Storm Water Sources 
and NPDES Permit Requirements Based on those WLAs “

http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/final-wwtmdl.pdf



Key Points of the Memo:
NPDES-regulated storm water discharges must be 
addressed as WLAs, not as load allocations (LAs)

Storm water discharges from sources not currently 
under permit may be addressed as LAs

NPDES-regulated storm water discharges with 
multiple outfall points may be given a single 
categorical WLA when data are insufficient to assign 
individual WLAs

Stormwater WLAs and LAs are to be expressed in 
numeric form – although rough estimates are 
expected when data are limited



Average annual precipitation ≈ 20 inches



storm event
defined as a minimum 0.1 inches 
of rainfall in a 24‐hour period 

preceded by no more than trace 
rainfall in the previous 24 hours 



Average annual precipitation ≈ 20 inches









May 2, 2007 storm event 
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Stormwater outfall distribution

21 outfalls

26 outfalls
36 outfalls
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Conclusions from the May 2, 2007 
storm event sampling

• During the May 2, 2007 event less than 5% of the FC bacteria 
load originated from outside of the Pullman city limits.
• Within the city, almost 90% came from 3 different sources:
1. More than 40% came from the stormwater outfall to 

Missouri Flat Creek at Stadium Way (34MissSD120).
2. Almost 12% came from the stormwater outfall to the SF 

Palouse River at Benewah St. (34SFPRWSU1).
3. Almost 40% came from Dry Fork Creek between the 

mouth and RM 2.2.
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2006 Pilot Study and May 2007 TMDL 
Storm Sampling







Conclusions

• The May 2, 2007 storm event sampling at the 
three stations monitored the previous year had 
similar  results to the previous year. 

•Storm events and storm runoff greatly increased 
FC bacteria pollution and degraded the water 
quality in the SF Palouse and its tributaries 
beyond the levels of dry or wet season pollution. 


