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June 28, 2011

Ms. Muffy Walker, Chief

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District
Regulatory Branch, CENWS-OD-RG

PO Box 3755

Seattle, WA 98124-3755

RE: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Seattle District Regional General Permit - United
States Forest Service Aquatic Restoration Program within the State of Washington
(Public Notice Reference CENWS-OD-RG-RGP-8)

Dear Ms. Walker:

On June 7, 2011, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) submitted our Section 401 Water
Quality Certification and Coastal Zone Management decisions for the US Army Corps of
Engineers Seattle Districts (Corps) regional general permit (RGP) that would authorize
proposed projects that are designed to maintain, enhance, and/or restore watershed functions to
benefit fish species, other aquatic organisms, water quality, riparian areas, floodplains, and
wetlands on National Forest System Lands located in Washington. Since that time we have had
several comments regarding the conditions that we included in our letter.

After considering these comments Ecology would like to modify the conditions below:

1. Condition B - delete the last sentence.
Projects in forested areas follow the best management practices at a minimum contained
in 222 WAC as per the Memorandum of Agreement with the USFS and Ecology (2000),
including but not limited to pesticide use, road construction, reconstruction, maintenance
and decommissioning (abandonment). Any-read-used-fora-projeetisrequired-to-meet
eurrent-road-standards;-includingfish-passage-

2. Condition L —delete the last sentence and conditions 1 and ii.

All projects proposed shall be constructed as defined in the "Memorandum of
Understanding between Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife and USDA
Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Region Regarding Hydraulic Projects Conducted by
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USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Region"(MOU) January20035-

Sawie v, v sre S

3. Condition P — change the expiration language.
Certification of this RGP will expire 5 years from the Corps issuance of the RGP.

If you have any questions regarding these changes, please contact me at (360) 407-6976 or
Helen Pressley at (360) 407-6076.

Sincerely,

G —

Brenden McFarland, Section Manager
Environmental Review and Transportation Section
Department of Ecology - Headquarters

ecc:  Darren Habel - Seattle District Corps
Maryann Baird- Seattle District Corps
Christine Svetkovich- Oregon DEQ, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
Robert Metzger- US Forest Service, Region 6
Sandra Wilson Musser- US Forest Service, Region 6
Loree’ Randall - Ecology
Rebekah Padgett- Ecology
Michael Maher- Ecology
Cathy Reed- Ecology
Gary Graff- Ecology
Lori Ochoa- Ecology
Alex Callender- Ecology
Pat Chapman- WDFW,
Michelle Cramer- WDFW
Shandra O’Halleck- NMFS- Shandra.O’Haleck@noaa.gov.
Mark Hicks- Ecology
Steve Bernath- Ecology
ecyrefederalpermits@ecy.wa.gov



