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The prudent mariner
will not rely on any 

single aid to navigation





WWTA’s mission:
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Washington Waters
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Public Access
on shoreline developments

1. Entrance sharing 
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walkway
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http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/PL
ANS/trailsplanning_draft.shtml

Oregon
Change In Annual Boating Participation (1987 - 2002)

Activity 1987 User Occasions         2002 

Power Boating 2,668,085 2,751,190

Non-motorized Boating 929,369 2,210,552



“If you get out of your non-motorized watercraft during a trip, 
which of the following activities would you most likely do?”

Use bathroom 83%

Picnic 76%

Observe nature 73%

Hike 65%

Camp 62%



http://www.wwta.org/about_us/2007_NW_Paddler_Survey.pdf

2007 Northwest Paddler Survey 



Access was commonly 
mentioned by boaters as a 

constraint to their participation or 
as something that took away from 
their boating satisfaction, and it 
was the top item towards which 
they want more time and money 

directed. �

• http://www.rco.wa.gov/rcfb/boating_survey.htm



Exacerbating the issue of overcrowding 
at launch ramps is a growing need for 
improvements to parking at launch 
ramps and access sites (essentially a 
second aspect of overcrowding).
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Coastal Atlas online
http://www.ecy.gov/programs/sea/SMA/atlas_home.html

Shoreline photos
http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/shorephotos/

Learn More













33 CFR Part 329 Definition of Navigable Waters of the US Section 329.6

Section 329.6 - Interstate or foreign commerce
a. Nature of commerce: type, means, and extent of use. The types of commercial use of a 

waterway are extremely varied and will depend on the character of the region, its 
products, and the difficulties or dangers of navigation. It is the waterbody's capability 
of use by the public for purposes of transportation of commerce which is the 
determinative factor, and not the time, extent or manner of that use. As discussed in 
Section 329.9 of this Part, it is sufficient to establish the potential for commercial use 
at any past, present, or future time. Thus, sufficient commerce may be shown by 
historical use of canoes, bateaux, or other frontier craft, as long as that type of boat 
was common or well-suited to the place and period. Similarly, the particular items of 
commerce may vary widely, depending again on the region and period. The goods 
involved might be grain, furs, or other commerce of the time. Logs are a common 
example; transportation of logs has been a substantial and well-recognized 
commercial use of many navigable waters of the United States. Note, however, that the 
mere presence of floating logs will not of itself make the river "navigable"; the logs 
must have been related to a commercial venture. Similarly, the presence of 
recreational craft may indicate that a waterbody is capable of bearing some forms of 
commerce, either presently, in the future, or at a past point in time. 
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Philosophical Roots of Public Trust
Inspired by Greek philosophy, Roman 
jurists of the sixth century AD distinguished 
between immutable laws of nature, and 
changing laws of states and nations. Law of 
nature deemed that clean air, flowing water, 
and the sea were vital for human survival 
and that no human being shall be prevented 
from having access to these resources.





Paddlers are ecologically conscious citizens 
who support public and private programs that 
clean up the water, protect watersheds and 
promote the ethics and the practice of 
stewardship and conservation.

People who use the water learn to love and 
protect it. Water trails become the source of 
advocates who want to make the water and 
the shore a better, safer and more 
accessible place for themselves and future 
generations.







INTERNATIONAL 
WATER TRAIL 
CONFERENCE

September 16-18

Fort Worden Conference Center

Port Townsend

http://www.wwta.org/wtc


