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Funding Mandate is Broad (RCW 90.90.010):
“… assess, plan, and develop new storage, improve or alter 
operations of existing storage facilities, implement conservation 
projects, or any other actions designed to provide access to 
new water supplies within the Columbia river basin for both 
instream and out-of-stream uses.”

Funding Program is New.
Transparency.
Sustainability.
Creativity.
Inclusive.
Evolution                          Success.



Find projects that address the Program Criteria:
Provide water to meet out-of-stream needs

Provide water to meet instream needs

Provide permanent water (new permits)

Provide temporary water (drought permits)

Deliver water when it is needed (seasonal vs. year-
round)

Deliver water where it is needed (to pending applicants, 
to Odessa, to interruptibles, etc.)



First year will be “inclusive” as to projects:
• Feasibility studies or construction for:

New Storage
Modification of Existing Storage
Aquifer Storage

• Conservation (pumps and pipes)

• Acquisition

• Operations or Maintenance

• Other innovative projects



Proposed projects will 
follow different review 
tracks depending on 
the project type 
(Storage, Acquisition, 
Conservation, etc.)



Step 1 – Pre-Application

Applicants file a Pre-Application with Ecology 
to initiate the review process:

Applicant Information
Project Type
Water Right Information
Current Water Usage

Looking for . . . 
Is there a water right?
Trustable?
Watershed consistency?



Following the Pre-Application, Ecology invites applicants 
to file a formal Application with Ecology:
• Proposed Project Use

• Detailed descriptions
Costs and matching sources
Proposed water savings
Local project support
Fish / water quality benefits
Resources / readiness to proceed

• TAG Review / Site Visit

Step 2 – Application



Step 3 – Project Scoring

• Application Scoring (50 points total)
Project Costs (10 points)
Net Water Savings (10 points)
Local Project Support (10 points)
Fish / water quality benefits (10 points)
Resources / Readiness (10 points)

• Each scoring category has several sub- 
categories













Step 4:  Project Weighting

Develop raw score based on 5 separate categories
Add weighting that can be changed based on program goals



• Following review by TAG (or Ecology), Ecology will 
develop recommended funding list

• Ecology matches supply / demand

• PAG input
• Budgeting
• Legislature
• Contracting



2007-2009



• Value-balanced – Meets the directions of the statute

• Transparency – Repeatable and understandable

• Simple – Application process not a barrier

• Inclusive and Flexible – Allows Ecology to “pair” projects 
that work

• Learn – Changes to scoring, weighting, triggers, thresholds?



• Finalize Application package
Instructions and Guidelines
Web page development
Finalize all forms and documents

• Public Outreach program 
• Fall Announcement for First Annual Cycle
• Schedule TAG Meeting
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