
START: 
What permit is necessary to legally apply herbicides, algaecides and nutrient inactivation products to control 

plants, algae or nutrients in or around a fresh waterbody or wetland? 

Are you going to use rototilling, harvesting, cutting, hand 
-pulling or other physical methods of plant removal? 

Are you going to use herbicides, algaecides, nutrient 
inactivation products, or biological water clarifiers? 

These methods of control require a Hydraulic Project 
Approval  (HPA) from Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (WDFW) and some local jurisdictions may have 
permitting requirements. Check with your city and county. 

Coverage under the Aquatic Noxious Weed Control General 
Permit is required. 

Coverage under the Aquatic Plant and Algae Management 
General Permit is required. 

Biological controls (e.g.milfoil weevils) are not covered under 
Ecology's permits. However, contact Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and Washington Department of 

Agriculture (WSDA), as they may have regulatory 
requirements. Stocking grass carp requires a permit from 

WDFW. 

Are the plants  that will be controlled or eradicated State 
listed noxious or quarantine listed plants? 

Ecology's permits for aquatic plant control only cover nuisance 
or noxious weeds, algae and nutrients in freshwater. Perhaps 

you need a different permit? 

Are the plants located only on the waterbody shoreline or in 
wetland areas? 

Are the plants floating or completely submersed? 

Shoreline/emergent , submersed and floating plants, algae 
and nutrients are the only types covered under permit. If it is 

not one of these types, your application may be terrestrial 
only and not require a permit. 

Federal Facility 
Any buildings, installations, structures, public 

works, equipment, aircraft, vessels, and 
other vehicles and property, owned, 

operated, or leased by, or constructed or 
manufactured for the purpose of leasing to, 

the federal government. (From the EPA 
Pesticides General Permit definitions) 

 
 
 

"Land" is not included in the definition of  

Federal Facility because Ecology covers 
activities on Federal Land (except Tribal) 

under state permits where Federal Agencies 
are not involved. 

 
 
 

Local Permits 
Please note that this flow chart only covers 

the NPDES permits. Local permits (e.g. city or 
county) may be required. 

 
 
 
 

Questions? 
Contact: 

Jon Jennings 
(360) 407-6283 

jonathan.jennings@ecy.wa.gov 

 
 
 

Freshwater Aquatic Plant, Algae, and Nutrient Control and Eradication  
NPDES Permitting Flow Chart 

Is the aquatic plant or algae control taking place in an irrigation 
system? 

Coverage under the Irrigation System Aquatic Weed Control 
General Permit is required. 

Did a Federal Agency or employee of a Federal Agency  make 
the decision to control plants, algae or nutrients in or around  

a waterbody on a Federal Facility? 

Federal agencies, and employees of federal agencies must get 
coverage under EPA's Pesticides General Permit.  Work taking 

place on Tribal Land must be covered under EPA's permit. 

NO 

YES 

Will NATIVE plants, algae, or nutrients that are in, or around, 
a waterbody (e.g. river or lake, ditchbank) be controlled? 

 

OR 
 

Will in-water (floating or submersed) noxious weeds be 
targeted for control or eradication from the waterbody? 

Coverage under the Aquatic Plant and Algae Management 
General Permit is required. 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 
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