From: Gunderson, Dennis

To: Jennings, Jonathan (ECY);
Subject: Comment on NPDES Permit
Date: Tuesday, March 02, 2010 10:35:38 AM

Att: Jonathon Jennings,

| am one of the 37 cases of West Nile Virus that occurred in 2009. This is
over a 600% increase over all the cases that have occurred prior to 2009. | spent
approx. 10 days in the hospital and was out of work for four months. | still have
some neurological problems that could possibly be permanent. The week | got out
of the hospital a lady in Yakima County died from West Nile Virus.

The reason | am writing is to urge the changing of the proposed permit to
include the following words: “The Permittee is authorized to discharge incidental
amounts of adulticides and their residues to waters of the state for nuisance and
vector mosquito control.”

With the mild weather this winter and the increase in West Nile Virus in
the State especially Yakima and Benton County without mosquito control the
amount of West Nile cases including deaths will probably increase over last year
and for that reason we cannot afford to stop some of the mosquito control
methods.

Dennis Gunderson

2605 So. Fruitland St.
Kennewick Washington 99337
Home- (509)586-6098

Work- (509)373-3161
dtgundy@verizon.net
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Last Sept | contacted West Nile Virus at Hanford in Benton County«éuﬁﬂg-n‘mrrnm“mfﬁmg'mes

3 2 fest Ared: atda a ed to the aspha
mosquitoes-were-sebadl. | developed encephalitis and spent approximately 10 days in the hospital of
which | do not remember much of what went on and another month in therapy. The week [ got out of
the hospital a woman in Yakima County died from West Nile Virus. Ireturned to work in January, after
being out for four months on short term disability. 1 still have lingering effects which include numbness
in my right arm and a plugged head and head pressures. These will hopefully someday go away, as | was
told it often takes about one year for most people to recover and return to work. | have read that some
neurological conditions never go away. | was told by the infectious disease doctor that | can still be
infected with West Nile Virus, so | will be wearing mosquito repellant when | am outside during
mosquito season. For that reason | am not concerned about myself, but | am concerned for my fellow
statesmen who are not aware of the hazard that is in our area.

There was a dramatic rise in West Nile Virus cases in 2009. Before 2009 there were 6 human cases of

West Nile Virus in the State of Washington. In 2009 there were 37 human cases. Before 2009 there

were 56 cases of horses or other mammals and in 2009 there were 73 cases of horses and other

mammals. With the mild winter we are having, the amount of mosquitoes could be a lot worse in 2010.

Statistically approximately 80% of humans who contract West Nile have no symptoms, 20% have flu-like

symptoms for 1-2 weeks and less than 1% develops encephalitis, meningitis, paralysis, or death. The

bad news is that a large number of people in our state are still susceptible to developing the bad

symptoms, and will at a minimum be out of work for 4 months to one year, and at the worst may
mgﬁff Lost work days for the 20% who have flu-like symptoms could be a significant costto -

Lyvgs s companies and the State of Washington. 16 Yises W Ogcersse Sic. W JRICAITLY

i’ Pgcave Op ossice Mosquizoes Whhe WX Han A Spoar Losr bser Oo 756; Sty
;,,4170" As you might expect | have some passion about this, and | decided | must do everything possible to keep

4(“’ a fatality from occurring. | do not want to read in the paper that someone has died from West Nile Virus
y JT and | had not brought this issue to the forefront. If the permit stays as written, severe reduction in
mosquito control wili most likely lead to severe increase in West Nile Virus cases in our state.

| urge the DOE to change the permit to read “The Permittee is authorized to discharge incidental
amounts of adulticides and their residues to waters of the state for nuisance and vector mosquito
control.” )
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