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Presentation Outline

Why prioritize stream reaches?

Prioritized for the Washington Trust Water
Program — “sixteen critical basins”

Trust program objectives call for prioritization
WDFW'’s role

Considerations for ranking stream reaches
Current stream reach priorities

Future direction



v’ Target acqui
activites .~
. *‘-:;a?f - - __l-

-y . N
Y Ta

"~ rget riparian reg’ '
“=projects - A

&,
hhh



Why Priofiti ream Reaches?
v =l arget cq;u ¥ .. > Washlng.tﬁn Water ..:
qactlvmes" L;*;t_ Acqwstn Progs
TR - - s Sy
‘3}"" —i . - '#-"! F

v Targe rlparlan resrorértmm > Salmon recovery.f

"-

_— F

—-:I.- e 5 y . "
= a’!’e@.uahqb

< = '\'1' il e =

- - e = .

Ju
El

‘‘‘‘‘



WatewAcquisition Program
Objectives

“Target stream flowsefforts to streams and.reaches most
biologically. important for current & future fish
populations, especially where chronically low flow -
impedes-fish recovery.” '

“Acquire & protect a sufficient amount of water to-meet
stream flows for fish populations ‘within priority.critical
basins in order to maximize productivity of salmon
stocks:.”

“Ensure cost-effective & efficient use of state and federal
Investments in water rights acquisitions.”

Washington Water Acquisition Program - Finding-\Water To Restore Streams, Pg. 12



Prioritizimg Where and When to
AcCquire Water Rights

Develop prioritization criteria.

Gather and analyze information regarding:

— Current stream flow adequacy,
—.Fish usage & status,
— Number of diversions,

— Amount of water needed to improve flow conditions

Seleect priority basins and streams within each basin.

Produce maps for.each priority basin, indicating potential
acquisition areas.

Share information with key stakeholders.

Washington. Water AcquisitionsProgram - Finding-Water To Restore Streams, Pg. 13



WDFW's Role in the Water
Acquisition Program

» Provide priorities for stream reaches most in
need of water

“Provide measurable biological benefits....

... In stream reaches that make the most sense for fish”

» Evaluate success of water acquisition
transactions in terms of biological benefits

» Monitor to ensure continuing benefits
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Priaritization Criteria

Species presence & ESA &/or SaSl status
(threatened, depressed, healthy)
Fish use (spawning, rearing, migration)

Current habitat condition:

— Substrate; riparian; off-channel habitat;
— Flood plain connectivity

— Passage barriers & riffle depth

Potential for flow improvement:
— Significant increase
— % of time flows are inadequate



Charactensties of Higher Priority
Siream Reaches

(compared with other reaches)
ESA-listed (need recovery); healthy (need protection)
Important spawning-or rearing habitat

Has extreme low flow conditions &/or
associated high water temps

Flows inadeguate a higher-% of the time

Small additional flows can-achieve large
benefits

Increased flow can reasonably be expected
enhance biological productivity e. existing habitatis in

relatively good condition, except for current low flows)
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Methow

Streain Flow Prioritization: Methow WRIA 48
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Stream Flow Prioritization: Upper Yakima WRIA 39
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LowerYakima
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“Middle Snake”
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Eastside
Critical
Basins

 Okanogan (49)

o Methow (48)

e Wenatchee (45)

e Upper Yakima (39)
 Naches (38)

e Lower Yakima (37)
« Middle Snake (35)
« Walla Walla (32)

Eastside Basins
for further
consideration

Foster (50)

Entiat (46) |
Moses Coulee (44)
Lower Crab (41)
Alkali-Squilchuck (40)
Esquatzel Coulee (36)
Lower Snake (33)
Rock / Glade (31)
Klickitat (30)
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Water R€Source Inventory Areas
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