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GOOD FOR ENVIRONMENT, 
ECONOMY, AND COMMUNITY 

Proposed Spokane River instream flow rule 
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Spokane River at Sandifur Bridge 
Downstream  August 23, 2005 
598 cfs at Spokane gauge 
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The river and aquifer 
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Hydraulic connection 
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Purpose of rule 
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Protect instream resources in 
Washington 

•Fish habitat 

•Recreation 

•Wastewater 
management 

•Hydropower 

•Aesthetics 
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Additional benefits 
• Protects existing water rights 

• Meets community water management 
objectives 

• Establishes and protects Washington’s 
interests in river flow 
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Instream flow rules 

Do 
• Establishes a minimum 

flow 

• Prevent further 
degradation from new 
uses 

• Protect senior water 
rights 

Do NOT 
• Add water to streams 

• Affect use of existing 
water rights 

• Affect tribal or federal 
reserved rights 
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Key Rule Elements 
Proposed Spokane River rule (Ch. 173-557 WAC)  
and amendment to Little Spokane rule (Ch. 173-555 WAC) 
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• Expanded reopener clause 
for new information 

• Removed metering  

• Clarified mitigation 
language for exempt wells 

• Cleared up the relationship 
to the Little Spokane rule 
amendment 
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Edits to the draft 



Spokane Instream Flow Rule 

• Sets regulatory instream flow levels for the 
Spokane River at Greenacres and Spokane 
gages  

• Requires new uses of water to be interrupted 
when instream flows are not met at these 
places and times, unless mitigated 

• “New uses” are uses junior to the rule. 
Existing rights are not affected. 
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Science  

Proposed flows are based on multiple 
studies: 

– Four major Instream Flow Incremental Methodology (IFIM) Studies 
done for: 

• Avista’s dam relicensing (2010 and ongoing) 

• Spokane region WRIA watershed plans (2005-2009)  

– Spokane River Redband trout population study (2007 and 
ongoing) 

– Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer study (2007) 
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Lower Spokane River Instream Flow Data
Combined Percentages based on 'at Spokane' Flow 

Weighted Proportionally to Reach Length
(20% for 'at Spokane', 80% for Gun Club)

Rainbow Trout juv/ad Whitefish adult % of peak for combined RB juv/ad and WF ad

Flows from Gun Club data shifted 200 cfs

Four campaigns of fish science investigations 2000-2011 
Result: June 16 -September 30 minimum flows to protect fish= 850 cfs.   
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The basics: 
Where, when, and how much 

Spokane Greenacres 

October 1- 
March 31 

1700 cfs 

April 1-  
June 15 

6500 cfs 

June 16 -
September 30 

850 cfs 500 cfs 

10/22/2014 16 



WAC 173-555-010 General provision. These rules, including any subsequent additions and amendments, apply 
to waters within and contributing to the Little Spokane River basin, WRIA-55 (see WAC 173-500-040). 
Chapter 173-500 WAC, the general rules of the department of ecology for the implementation of the 
comprehensive water resources program, applies to this chapter 173-555 WAC. In the area where this 
rule and chapter 173-557 WAC overlap, the application of each rule shall be determined as follows: 

(1) New water use from the Little Spokane River, its tributaries, and the shallow aquifer associated with the 
Little Spokane River and its tributaries shall be regulated under this rule (chapter 173-555 WAC). 

(2) New water use from the Spokane Valley Rathdrum Prairie aquifer shall be regulated under chapter 173-557 
WAC, Water resource management program for the Spokane River and Spokane Valley Rathdrum Prairie 
(SVRP) aquifer. 10/22/2014 17 
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Rule Summary: 
Regulatory flows in Washington 
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Date FERC License Flow at 
Spokane Gage 

Proposed Instream 
Flow at Spokane Gage 

Proposed Instream 
Flow at Barker Gage 

October 1-March 
31 

1100 cfs 1700 cfs 

April 1-June 15 TBD 6500 cfs 

June 16-
September 30 

850 cfs 850 cfs 500 cfs 
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Other River rules 
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FERC License controls Hydro facility 
Operations: Minimum releases to the 
river, ramping rates, hydrograph 
shape, timing, etc. 
 
Ecology’s Instream Flow Rule only  
addresses new junior water uses  
and when they are interruptible  
to protect the instream flow.  
It does not change the hydrograph. 
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Economic Analysis 

Cost-Benefit  and Least 
Burdensome Alternative 
Analysis 
• “… that the benefits of 

the proposed rule are 
greater than the costs 
and … we are 
proposing the least 
burdensome 
alternative of the rule.”  

•   
 

Small Business Economic 
Impact Statement 
• “Essentially this 

proposed rule has little 
or no impact on small 
or any other business.  
All current businesses 
already operating 
under an established 
water right are not 
affected.  “ 
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Existing Rights 
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Timing and process 
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Public Comment 

• Documents 
available: 
– SEPA determination 
– Proposed rule 
– Rule amendment 
– Cost-benefit and least 

burdensome analyses 
– Small business 

economic impact 
statement 

• How to comment: 
– Tonight’s testimony 
– Online Comment Form 
– Email 
– Traditional post 
– Fax 

 
Ann Wessel 
Washington Dept. of Ecology  
1440 10th St, Ste 102 
Bellingham, WA 
ann.wessel@ecy.wa.gov 
FAX: 360-715-5225 
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Public comment 

Deadline: 
November 7, 
2014 at 5:00 pm 
 
 
www.ecy.wa.gov  
Search for: Spokane 
River rule 
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/


Spokane River at Sullivan- Upstream 
August 31, 2007 
327 cfs at Post Falls dam 
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Thank you  
Guy Gregory 

509-329-3509 

10/22/2014 


	Protecting Spokane River Flow�
	Good For Environment, Economy, and Community
	Slide Number 3
	The river and aquifer
	Slide Number 5
	Hydraulic connection
	Purpose of rule
	Protect instream resources in Washington
	Additional benefits
	Instream flow rules
	Key Rule Elements
	Edits to the draft
	Spokane Instream Flow Rule
	Science 
	Slide Number 15
	The basics:�Where, when, and how much
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Rule Summary:�Regulatory flows in Washington�
	Other River rules
	Slide Number 21
	Economic Analysis
	Existing Rights
	Timing and process
	Public Comment
	Public comment
	Slide Number 27

