


June 19, 1996


TO:	MTCA POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE


FROM:	Dan Ballbach





I want to advise you of a personal decision.  On June 17 I announced that I would be leaving Perkins Coie after 20 challenging and rewarding years.  I have decided to change careers.  I will assume the newly created position of Chief Operating Officer for Landau Associates and be responsible for day-to-day management and strategic plan implementation for this 75-employee environmental consulting firm headquartered in Edmonds.  This out-of-the-blue opportunity is a tremendous challenge to see if an old dog can learn new tricks.  I have known and worked closely with Hank Landau and key employees of the firm for 10-15 years on behalf of mutual clients.  I will be leaving colleagues and friends with whom I have practiced for many years but have accepted the challenge of a completely new venture.  I will continue to be active on environmental policy issues.  


I have received the encouragement of Hank Landau and his board to continue with the PAC responsibilities.  However, that is a decision for you to make.  If any of you have any concerns with my continuing as presiding officer while in a new employment capacity, please feel free to let me or our Vice Chair, Eric Johnson, know.  I will take some time off between my departure from Perkins Coie, which is planned for the end of June, before I begin work at Landau at the end of August.  This is a critical time for our process and we have made some important progress and have the ability and momentum to reach consensus on many more issues.  I assure you that I will continue to remain very active in PAC activities if that is your preference.  Even if I do a little bit of regional traveling and take some time to reorient my environmental professional work, I will make sure that I attend all pertinent meetings and continue to assist in moving our process forward to resolution on pending issues.


I look forward to seeing all of you in Wenatchee.  Please make a special effort to attend this meeting which will be our only long-distance meeting, but it is important that we receive the agricultural perspective and we have some important issues on the agenda for the July meeting.


JDB:kme
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