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Marine Sediment Monitoring Program Spatial element - 5 sediment monitoring strata.
Definitions of geophysical/anthropogenic-use strata for Marine Sediment Monitoring Program Spatial Element.

	Type
	Natural features
	Anthropogenic features

	Harbor
	( semi-enclosed embayments, terminal inlets - head of bay/estuary

( shallow
	( maritime activity - commercial vessel traffic and/or ports and/or shipyards

( adjacent to urban/industrial centers

( high numbers of point and/or nonpoint sources of discharge

( frequently dredged

( presence of docks, breakwaters, jetties


	Urban
	( semi-enclosed embayments, sometimes head of bay/estuary, includes outer harbors

( shallow to mid-depth
	( adjacent to urban/industrial centers

( lower numbers of point and/or nonpoint source discharge

( may or may not be dredged


	Basin
	( deep

( associated with a sill
	( may or may not be adjacent to urban/ industrial centers

( lowest numbers of point and/or nonpoint source discharge (although some receive treated effluent from municipal point source outfalls)


	Passage
	( bounded by two shorelines and open at both ends (i.e., doesn't end in an embayment)

( deep

( not associated with a sill

	( not adjacent to urban/industrial centers

( lowest numbers of point and/or nonpoint source discharge

	Rural
	( includes semi-enclosed embayments and terminal inlets, as well as larger inlets

( shallow to deep
	( not adjacent to urban/industrial centers or maritime activity; adjacent land mass is largely undeveloped

( lightly populated

( lowest numbers of point and/or nonpoint source discharges

( frequently used as reference locations









