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Good afternoon. I would like to take the opportunity to comment on the Section 
303D list for Liberty Lake. We (the LLSWD) have concerns regarding the two 
Category 5 listings (Listing ID# 17484-PCB’s and ID#  52607-Mercury) lifted from 
fish fillets. I would like to provide you with a little background in an effort to 
explain our comments. 
 
Liberty Lake has no natural outlet and thus is not connected by surface water to 
the Spokane River (as portrayed by the Washington Water Quality Assessment 
map tool). The only outlet or disposal for flows from the lake and runoff is through 
infiltration of permeable rock and soil into the Spokane-Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer. 
Liberty Creek is the main tributary to Liberty Lake, where it drains 8900 acres of 
mountainous watershed area above the lake. Spokane County’s Liberty Lake 
Regional Park, encompasses nearly half of this relatively undisturbed forested 
watershed.
 
The lake supports an abundant amount of game and non-game fish. In 1940, 
according to information obtained from the files of the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, the original species of fish found in Liberty Lake were Whitefish and 
Cutthroat Trout. During the 1940’s the Department of Fish and Wildlife planted the 
lake with Large Mouth Bass and Carp. These plantings were followed closely with 
Perch, two species of Sunfish, Small Mouth Bass, Crappie, and Bullheads. Later in 
1951, according to the Department of Fish and Wildlife, all of the planted fish had 
reproduced to the extent that overcrowding and dwarfing made them generally 
undesirable to anglers. The Department of Fish and Wildlife made the decision to 
Rotenone the lake in 1951 and replant with trout. Later in 1965, the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife decided to Toxaphene the lake and replant the following year 
with trout. Again, in 1974, the lake was treated with Rotenone by the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. In 1983, it was announced that Liberty Lake would again be 
treated with Rotenone. The treatment was stopped in 1984 and Liberty Lake was 
never again treated with Rotenone. 
 
Liberty Lake’s fishery is managed for recreation by the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. Plantings of Rainbow and Brown trout occur annually with 
average planting totals of approximately 20,000 for each species. The planting 
summaries for the salmonid species are published annually by the F&W, however, 
the warm water species plantings are not. It is encouraged to check with the F&W 
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to verify when and how often these plantings occur.
 
Considering Liberty Lake is a closed system with no natural outlet, has a relatively 
undisturbed contributing watershed, and receives its fish population from stocking 
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, it is recommended that 
Ecology research fish hatcheries and the Department of Fish and Wildlife’s stocking 
program for sources of trace elements in fish fillets. Sources for the Category 5 
listings are unknown to the Liberty Lake Sewer and Water District, where 
continuous water quality testing has been conducted on Liberty Lake since 1968. 
Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.
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