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Background Information 

• Last Assessment focused on marine waters; 

approved by Dec. 2012 

• Fresh water Assessment began Summer 2011 

1. Addresses data collected through Dec. 

2010 

2. Listing Policy 1-11 revised July 2012 

3. Data assessment conducted 2012-2014 



2014 Fresh Water  

Assessment Factoids 

• # of data records: >4 million  

• # of water quality listings: > 31,000  

 (28% increase from 2012 Assessment) 

• Transitions freshwater segments to 

National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) 



TCP Listings 
487       Category 5 
1874      w/cleanup 
               plan 
38,563  other  
               categories 

 

WQ Listings 
4981       Category 5 
1495       w/cleanup  
                plan 
24,726    other 
                categories 

72,126   Water Quality Assessment 
                Category Determinations 

Category 1 
 

Category 2 
 

Category 3 
 

Category 4 
 

Category 5 
 

40,924 
Sediment 
Listings 

31,202 
Water 
Quality 
Listings 

Impaired 

Not 
Impaired 





Some Comparisons with Last 

Fresh Water Assessment 

Category 2014-Draft 2012 EPA-
Approved 

Category 5 
303(d) 

4,981 
16% 

3,185 
13% 

Category 4 
TMDL or other  

1,850 
6% 

1,846 
8% 

Category 2 
Water of Concern 

4319 
14% 

3,825 
16% 

Category 1 
Meets tested standards 

8,668 
28% 

6,767 
28% 

Category 3 
Insufficient data 

11,384 
36% 

8,732 
35% 

 

TOTAL 31,202 24,355 



Why Adopt the NHD for 

Waterbody Segmentation? 

• Issues with past segmentation 

• Political vs. hydrological boundaries 

• Consistency across states & 

compatibility with other water quality 

related tools 



NHD-Based  

Segmentation System 

Segment Delineation: 

Small streams: 1:24K full length 

Main streams & rivers: confluence to 
confluence at 1:100K 

Large rivers: basin boundaries & dams 

Marine waters & large lakes (>1500 acres): 
grid cells (i.e. no change from 2012) 



Assessment Units:  

Past vs. Present Extent Example 

TRS Based Extent in  
Approved Assessment  

NHD Based Extent in  
Proposed Assessment  



Large River Assessment Units 

Approved Assessment 

Columbia River Example 

Proposed Assessment 

2012 Assessment Units Modified Assessment Unit 



Estimated Timeline 

Dec-Jan 2014:   Tribal & EPA Preview 

Feb 2015:   Begin 60 day Public 
    Review 

Mar/April 2015: Public Workshops 

June 2015:  Submit to 303 (d) List 
    for EPA Approval 

Fall 2015:   EPA approval of 303(d) 
    List      

 



Questions and Discussion 

 Questions about the Proposed Assessment 
may be directed to: 

 

Patrick Lizon 

Water Quality Assessment Coordinator 

360-407-6782 

303d@ecy.wa.gov 


