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Water resource management: It’s
a big picture with a lot of players

Proposed
Dungeness
instream flow
rule just one
piece of the
puzzle

by SAM GIBBONEY
Water resources consultant
ISE Consultants

As the saying goes “It takes
a village ....” Nowhere is this
more apparent than the local
participation the Department
of Ecology relies on in develop-
ing an instream flow and water
management rule.

Among those working to-
ward a healthier Dungeness
watershed are citizen and
advisory groups, builders, real
estate agents, farmers, water
suppliers, sport fishermen and
tribes as well as local, state and
federal agencies. No one group
can address the whole complex
water picture. But each makes
an important contribution to
the understanding, restoration
and management of the Dunge-
ness River watershed.

You live in a watershed with
a significant history of water-

shed planning. The Dungeness
watershed is one of the more
studied in the state; intensive
study began in the 1980s. Recent
planning efforts led by the El-
wha-Dungeness Planning Unit
resulted in the adoption of the
Elwha-Dungeness Watershed
Plan in 2005, which includes
strategies for addressing lim-
ited water supply, improving
water quality and restoring
river habitat.

The future water manage-
ment rule is based on the Water-
shed Plan’s recommendations.
It will focus on water quantity
and water supply strategies,
including setting instream
flow levels (a water right for
the stream that protects it from
future withdrawals).

But having a Watershed Plan
and a water management rule
alone does not make a healthy
watershed. Fortunately, many
activities are occurring in your
watershed that seek to protect
its health and vitality.

The Dungeness Clean Wa-
ter District and Clean Water
Working Group were formed to
focus on specific pollutants in
Dungeness Bay. Declining water
quality inthe bay since the 1990s
resulted in closing the bay to
commercial shellfish harvest-
ing. This effort has expanded to
include water quality problems
throughout the Dungeness
watershed. Two water cleanup
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This is the eighth in a series of articles to orient
Sequim-area residents to the complex issues
| surrounding water management in their wa-
tershed. Sam Gibboney holds an engineering
degree and recently worked in Clallam County
as project manager for the Jimmycomelately
Creek restoration. Her firm, ISE Consultants of
Port Townsend, has been hired by the Wash-

ington State Department of Ecology to assist
with the public process for adopting an “instream flow and water
management rule” for the Dungeness Basin.

plans developed by the CWWG
have been approved by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency
and are under way.

The Dungeness River Resto-
ration Work Group, formed in
the early 1990s, is a technical
working group responsible for
identifying and helping imple-
ment key habitat restoration
projects on the Dungeness.
Another key player in salmon
recovery and habitat work is the
North Olympic Peninsula Lead
Entity, working with the state’s
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salmon recovery effort.

Habitat restoration has in-
cluded replacing large woody
debris in the river, rewidening
the river channel and restoring
the floodplain (land adjacent to
the river susceptible to flood-
ing) by setting dikes back.
These and other restoration
activities are helping to restore
the Dungeness to a more natu-
rally functioningriver to benefit
both people and fish. Elements
of both habitat protection and
reducing flood risks to property

are being integrated in the up-
dating of the comprehensive
Dungeness River flood hazard
reduction plan.

Sequim residents may be
unaware that their reclaimed
water system was one of the
earliest in the state. The lovely
hanging baskets in town and
the pond at Carrie Blake Park
are among the current recipi-
ents of this water. Some of the
reclaimed water also is used to
augment flow in Bell Creek.

The main source of drinking
water in the Dungeness water-
shed is groundwater. Ongoing
monitoring of groundwater
quality and levels has yielded
important data. These efforts
are essential to tracking water
quality trends and preserving
this key source of water.

This is just a quick look at
some of the activities contrib-
uting to improving the health
of the Dungeness watershed.

There is another essential
player in this scheme — you!
Everything you do, big and
small, affects the health of your
watershed.

From simple water conserva-
tion actionslike replacing old or
leakingtoilets or turning off the
tap when you brush your teeth,
to bigger steps such as low-im-
pact development — ultimately
the health of your watershed
is in your hands. Lots of your
friends and neighbors already
are hard at work. Start today to
make your watershed healthier
for all that depend on it: people,
farms and fish.

Watch this newspaper for an-
nouncements of a community
forum on the future manage-
ment of the Dungeness water-
shed. For more information on
studies, planning and activities
in the Dungeness watershed, see
WWW.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/
instream-flows/dungeness.html.

The Dungeness River Management Team, rule advisory commit-
tees and interested local groups and citizens are collaborating
with the Department of Ecology in the rule-making process. There
are many opportunities for public involvement; see announce-
ments in this newspaper and on the Ecology Web site (www.
ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/instream-flows/dungeness.html).
Subscribe to the Dungeness e-mail list (scroll down to the E-mail
heading at the Web site listed above) to receive periodic updates
and new information. Questions? Contact Ecology’s Cynthia
Nelson at 360-407-0276 or Sam Gibboney at 360-379-4831.

Thank you for 14 years
of your support.
Looking forward to
serving you for another 6.

Your PUD Commissioner for 14 years.
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