
NOTICE  
Effective September 5, 2007  

New rule affecting new ground water uses for residential 
developments in the Walla Walla Basin  

 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has adopted new water management provisions 
to better protect and manage the current condition of the Basin’s water supplies.  Effective September 5, 
2007, there will be new conditions on water use for new residences for which all the following apply: 

↔ You are planning to withdraw ground water under the permit exemption;  
↔ The well is in the gravel (shallow) aquifer,  
↔ The aquifer is in a high density area, (zoned for one or more residences per ten acres), and 
↔ The water is for domestic uses. 

 
Conditions of water use  
1. Water use by new development is limited to a maximum of 1,250 gallons per day per residence, and a 

cumulative total of 5,000 gallons per day for multiple residences.   
• These maximum amounts of water cover in-house uses as well as outdoor uses such as irrigating a 

lawn or noncommercial garden.   
• Irrigation is limited to a cumulative maximum of ½ acre of lawn and non-commercial garden per 

development. 
 

2. Water users must install and maintain a water measuring device (water source meter) and report to 
Ecology their monthly water use from May 1 to November 30, by December 31 of each year.  (See 
separate handout on metering equipment specifications.) 

 

3. If you are going to use permit-exempt well water for outdoor uses, you must mitigate the impact of 
outdoor water use from May 1 to November 30.  Arrangements for mitigation must be in place by 
May 1, 2008.   

 
Mitigation for outdoor water use from permit-exempt wells 
If you will be using water from a permit-exempt well in the gravel aquifer in a high density area for 
outdoor water use, you must arrange for mitigation: that is, to replace the amount of water being used with 
an equal amount of water before using the water outdoors. 
 
The amount of water for mitigation is based on 1,000 gallons per day of outdoor use per residence or .55 
acre feet of water per year per residence.  Mitigation may be done on your own or through the state 
mitigation program. For a detailed description of both processes, refer to the Mitigation Guide and Ground 
water use brochure included in this packet. 
 
Mitigation for outdoor water use not required under these circumstances 
You do not need to mitigate if you can secure water by any of the following:  

• Existing valid water right. Water may be used outdoors on the land in question if there is an 
existing valid right on the property that covers such withdrawals from May 1 to November 30.   

• Acquire a valid water right. Water may be used outdoors if supplied by a transferred or changed 
water right that can be used from May 1 to November 30.   

• Permit-exempt well drilled in the basalt aquifer.   
• Public water purveyor.   

 



For more information 
 
Please contact Ecology’s Walla Walla field office to assist you in determining the availability of water for 
outdoor use, or for other questions: 
 
Walla Walla Field Office 
1815 Portland Avenue, Suite 1  
Walla Walla, WA 99362 
Phone: (509) 527-4546 
 
To review the amended rule language, go to: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/instream-
flows/wallawallabasin.html
 
 
Glossary 
 
Aquifer: Aquifers are underground geological water systems that store and/or transmit ground water, such 
as to wells, springs and streams.  The Walla Walla Basin has two primary aquifers:   

• Gravel, or shallow – underlies the central part of the Basin 
• Basalt, or deep – underlies the entire Basin. 

 
Ground water: Ground water is water located under the ground.  Studies show a direct connection 
between the gravel aquifer and the surface waters in the Walla Walla basin. 
 
High density area: Populated areas, specifically zones with a density of one or more residences per ten 
acres that have been designated as “high density areas” by Walla Walla County. 
 
In-house domestic uses: Water for drinking, bathing, sanitary purposes, cooking, laundering, and 
other incidental household uses. 
 
Mitigation: Mitigation must be bucket for bucket.  This means that the quantity of water withdrawn from 
a well in the gravel aquifer, during low flow conditions, is replaced or exchanged with the same quantity of 
water in proximity to the river, stream or drainage area impacted. 
 
Outdoor domestic uses: Irrigation of lawn and non-commercial gardens, filling swimming pools and 
outdoor washing, and other incidental outdoor water uses. 
 
Permit-exempt well:  RCW 90.44.050, commonly referred to as “the ground water exemption,” allows 
for small amounts of ground water to be used without going through the regular permitting process 
(“permit-exempt”).  No ground water permit is required for: 1) single or group domestic use not to 
exceed 5,000 gallons per day (gpd); 2) industrial use not to exceed 5,000 gpd; 3) stock watering; or 4) 
watering a lawn of noncommercial garden that is a half-acre or less in size. 
 
Trust water right: A trust water right is a right secured through transfer of an existing right.  It retains 
the same priority date as the original right, and it is held by the state for instream and other purposes, 
such as mitigation. 
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