Communication Strategy

Documents will be sent to:

. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

. Sauk-Suiattle Tribe

. Swinomish Tribe

. Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
. Puget Sound Partnership

. Skagit County

. Snohomish County

. Skagit County Public Utility District

. Snohomish County Public Utility District

. City of Anacortes
. Participants in the Interagency Review Team Orientation Meeting
. Interested parties that contact us

Notice on the Website
. Ecology’s Website
. Mentor Law Group’s Website



Ecology’s Website
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Skagit River Basin Water Solutions
The Skagit River Basin Instream Resources Protection Program Rule (WAC 173-503) went into effect on April 14, 2001. It established instream flows throughout the basin to protect flow levels in streams.

In 2006 the rule was amended to establish finite “reservations” of surface and groundwater for future out-of-stream uses. The reservations provided uninterruptible (year-round) water supplies for new
agricultural, residential, commercial/industrial and livestock uses, distributed among 25 subbasins. When new water uses were established, a debit was made from the water reservation where the water Ecology is g with local gover , Tribes, the PUD and
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use occurred. other water sy and affected property owners to develop and
On October 3, 2013, the Washington Supreme Court ruled that Ecology exceeded its authority in setting aside reservations of water where water was previously set aside to support stream flows for fish in implement water supply projects.

£

Keep informed of Skagit water solutions

the Skagit River basin. Without water reservations, water users in the Skagit basin that started using water after April 14, 2001 could be curtailed when stream flows fall below the minimum flow levels.
Mearly 500 homes and businesses have relied on Skagit reservations for their water supplies since 2001. + Sign up for the Skagit Basin Water Solutions ListServ

e NEW! Water Availability for Skagit Basin Landowners - Questions and Answers
¢ For more information see: - Skagit River Basin - Water Management Rule

Carpenter-Fisher and Nookachamps Subbasins

On June 27, 2011, the water reservation was fully depleted for the Carpenter-Fisher subbasin and the basin was closed to new, unmitigated water uses. At that time, the Nookachamps subbasin water reservation was found to be nearly depleted. In the Carpenter-Fisher
subbasin, 76 homes and businesses relied on the water reservations for their water supply. In the Nookachamps Creek subbasin, 54 homes relied on the water reservations for their water supply. Rural wells are often the sole source of water supply for these homes and
businesses. Ecology has decided to exercise enforcement discretion and not curtail the water use of homes and businesses that have relied on the 2006 reservations. Ecology will be looking for water supply solutions for those homes and businesses affected by the ruling. The
Swinomish Tribe agrees existing water uses should not be curtailed while mitigation is being developed.

How does the Supreme Court ruling impact existing and new water users in the Carpenter-Fisher basin?

The ruling invalidates the water reservation and the closure for the Carpenter-Fisher basin.

For water users that established water use before April 14, 2001, or for customers of public water systems, the ruling does not affect the legal status of their water use.

For water users that established water use during the period from April 14, 2001- to October 3, 2013, those users are subject to regulation. Ecology has decided to exercise enforcement discretion and not curtail the water use of homes and businesses that have relied on
the 2006 reservations. Ecology will be looking for water supply solutions for those homes and businesses affected by the ruling.

For new water users (those establishing a water use after October 3, 2013), mitigation will need to be secured to have an uninterruptible water source suitable for domestic water supply. The Department of Ecology Northwest Regional Office can assist you with mitigation
proposals.

Working toward meeting the water needs of people and fish in the Carpenter-Fisher and Nookachamps subbasins

In April 2012, the Washington state Legislature approved $2.25 Million in funding for efforts to balance instream and out-of-stream benefits in Skagit River subbasins. This funding was re-appropriated in June 2013, to continue our efforts to find balanced water supply projects,
much like we have been doing with our successful Office of Columbia River Program in eastern Washington. As we work to make water available for future homes in the Carpenter-Fisher and Nookachamps subbasins through purchase of water rights, the creation of water banks,
or the pursuit of projects, we will be looking for options that address both the instream needs of fish and the development needs of people. We are working with local government and tribal leaders and stakeholders to determine the best and most cost-effective package of
actions to address both instream and out-of-stream needs in these subbasins.

Lower Skagit Tributaries Mitigation Projects

Big Lake Water Rights Mitigation Bank

On October 11, 2013, Ecology took possession of three water rights from the Big Lake Water Association, a public water system near Mount Vernon. Ecology owns approximately 15 acre-feet of water for mitigation purposes and 18.56 acre-feet of water for stream flow
enhancement. Ecology will be soon announcing a draft mitigation proposal for the Big Lake Water Rights, including the area served by the mitigation and the process for obtaining mitigation credits. Ecology will be seeking input on the proposal before finalizing the mitigation
project.

Report Identifies Public Water Service Projects
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Mentor Law Group PLLC’s Website
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Questionnaire: Water Use

Fisher Creek Mitigation Plan
Proposal

Indian Law

Natural Resources Law

Administration:
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2 Questionnaire for Water Use Mitigation

Application No.

Select the county where property is located * I v

Name of person(s) applying for mitigation water
certificate

Address

I IUnlted States v

E-mail

Phone Number *
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