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SEPA IWG: Summary of Outcomes 

CAT Meeting, September 18-19, 2008 

 

The SEPA IWG will have three types of “outcomes” to bring forward to the CAT: 1) policy and other 

recommendations for CAT consideration, 2) information products to help implement SEPA and climate, 

and 3) ideas for productive areas of future work.  The attached table summarizes these outcomes for 

each of the six active IWG work areas covering SEPA measurement, disclosure, and mitigation of 

greenhouse gas emissions; SEPA-related incentives and disincentives for “climate friendly” 

development; and treatment of climate change vulnerability and adaptation under SEPA.   

The SEPA IWG will summarize its outcomes for the CAT in a report that describes the goals and process 

of the IWG, the IWG’s recommendations and products, main areas of discussion, and next steps.  Key 

products will also be included as appendices.   This final report will identify any needs for additional 

funding and identify areas for potential statutory or rule changes.  The IWG also plans to prepare initial 

draft outlines or frameworks for two resources that can be used for implementing SEPA and climate in 

the future:  

• A  “roll up” framework that links emissions sources with measurement tools and mitigation 

strategies for projects and non-projects (e.g., plans and policies), and 

• An outline of Ecology guidance on measuring, disclosing, and mitigating greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

 

In addition to the future work in each work area outlined in the attached table, the SEPA IWG will be 

identifying cross-cutting issues that merit further work by the IWG, Ecology, or others.  These include: 

• Approaches to minimizing burden on small local lead agencies across all aspects of SEPA 

measurement, disclosure, and mitigation; 

• Treatment of “avoided emissions,” “net emissions,” “sinks,” and related concepts across SEPA 

measurement, disclosure, and mitigation; 

• Further development of strategies across all work areas for incentives and disincentives for 

climate-friendly development including exemptions, “green lists”, and upstream SEPA work that 

informs/influences SEPA at downstream project level (possibly building on decisions made by 

the LUCC group); and 

• Further development of approaches across all work areas for addressing climate vulnerability 

and adaptation. 
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