
Residential Recycling Infrastructure in WA

Laurie Davies

Solid Waste Program Manager

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/ecyhome.html




Population Density (2000)

Persons per square mile

0      3       6      9      16    40     135        500



Common Residential Recyclables



Collection Methods

Single-stream Dual-Stream 3-Bin (or more)

‘Commingled’



Collection  =  Recovery

Curbside Material Sent to Proper 
Market

Cross-Contaminant 
or Residue

Newspaper, 
Mixed Paper

98-99% 1-2% lost

PET 47% 53% lost

HDPE 72% 28% lost

Aluminum 64% 36% lost

Tin 77% 23% lost
Glass 90% 10% lost

King County MRF Study (2006) of 4 Puget Sound MRFs



Processing Problems

NORPAC Paper Mill          Longview WA, Feb 2008



Markets & Capacity

• Very active export market

• New hope for glass 

• Anticipated supply in 2010     
exceeds current processing 
capacity at MRFs

King County MRF Study (2006)



Areas of Opportunity

• Every-other-week collection service 

• Away-from-home recycling

• Commercial recycling



• Take back programs
• Electronics recycling law
• PH:ARM

Product Stewardship Efforts



Questions?
Laurie Davies
Solid Waste Program Manager
WA Department of Ecology
ldav461@ecy.wa.gov
(360) 407 - 6103

mailto:ldav461@ecy.wa.gov
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