
Washington Climate Advisory Team  AW TWG Call #7 Summary 10/24/07 
 

 

   
Washington Climate Advisory Team  1 Center for Climate Strategies 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/cat_overview.htm   www.climatestrategies.us  
 

 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
Washington Climate Advisory Team (CAT) 

Agriculture Technical Work Group (AW TWG) 
Call #7, October 24, 2007, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm  

 
Attendance:  
 

1. Technical Working Group members: Wade Alonzo, Sego Jackson, Patrick Mazza, Tim 
Crosby, Jim Davis, Dan DeRuyter, Chad Kruger, Sally Sharrard (for Steven Wamback) 

 
2. Facilitation team (Center for Climate Strategies): 

Katie Bickel 
Carrie Lee 
Steve Roe 
Brad Strode 

 
3. Washington State Agency (ECY/CTED) liaison and attendees: 

Mark Fuchs (for Chery Sullivan) 
Background documents: 
(all posted at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/cat_twg_agr.htm )  

1. Agenda 

2. PowerPoint presentation (including agenda) for meeting  
3. Draft Priority Options Description 

4. Summary of AW Call #6 
Discussion items and key issues: 

1. The meeting started with a roll call of participants and a presentation of the agenda for 
 the meeting. 

2. The TWG had no comments on the Call #6 Meeting Summary, and the Summary was 
 accepted. 

3. CCS provided an update on the October 4 CAT meeting. The CAT reviewed and affirmed 
 the direction of AW-3. The remaining AW TWG policy options will be presented to the 
 CAT for their review and affirmation at the Nov 15-16 meeting. TWG members are asked 
 to provide additional draft input text for remaining policy options by October 31. 
 Following the Nov 15-16 there will only be one additional TWG conference call before 
 the Dec 4-5 CAT meeting for the TWG to respond and revise the policy options based on 
 CAT feedback. TWG member contributions to the WA CAT process are expected to be 
 completed by the Dec 4-5 CAT meeting.  
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4. CCS provided an update on revisions to the WA Inventory and Forecast. Energy supply 
Inventory and Forecast estimates have been refined based on revisions to the 1990 load-
based emissions approach. TWG members noted that agricultural land conversion was not 
incorporated into the Agriculture Inventory and Forecast, although GHG reductions from 
policy options reducing land conversion are being considered.  CCS will follow up on this 
concern and report back to the TWG at the next meeting. 

5. CCS led a discussion of the Agriculture/Waste policy options to be reviewed by the CAT 
at the Nov 15-16 meeting.  TWG members reviewed and provided feedback on input draft 
text provided by TWG member volunteer groups and quantification results provided by 
the CCS.  

Discussion points included 
AW-8: 

o TWG member agreement and approval to bring this policy option forward to the 
CAT as a non-quantified option.  

o TWG members provided the following suggestions for revising the policy option 
text: 

o Frame the goal statement in terms of dollars spent vs. volume of food. Note 
in additional costs and benefits the implication this may have on the price of 
local food. 

o Revise implementation mechanisms section so that “Align state procurement 
regulations regarding in-state source preferencing” bullet is the listed first for 
further emphasis.  

o Focus mitigation option description text by moving some text to the 
“Contribution to other goals” section. 

AW-1:  
o TWG members suggested strengthening implementation mechanism text to 

emphasize both the agricultural and waste components of this option. A TWG 
member volunteered to submit revised implementation mechanism text reflecting this 
point. 

o CCS will revise quantification estimate to reflect cost of electricity sales versus 
avoided cost of electricity production, as well as provide further clarification of 
quantification results and methodology.  

AW-2 
o TWG member agreement that for the purposes of quantification it will be assumed 

that all agricultural waste biomass will be used for the production of cellulosic 
ethanol. However, TWG members highlighted that the policy option should not be 
directive of the type of biofuel that will be produced in the future.  



Washington Climate Advisory Team  AW TWG Call #7 Summary 10/24/07 
 

 

   
Washington Climate Advisory Team  3 Center for Climate Strategies 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/cat_overview.htm   www.climatestrategies.us  
 

o TWG members were asked to provide text for “Additional Costs/Benefits” section 
that reflects concerns about competition for resources as a result of increased biofuels 
production from agricultural wastes.  

o TWG members expressed concerns that the quantification of this policy option be 
coordinated with the Forestry TWG. CCS informed TWG members that the options 
are being quantified jointly. 

AW-4 and AW-5: 
o Quantification of these policy options is in progress by CCS and will be provided to 

the TWG for review prior to the additional TWG meeting scheduled on Nov. 5.  
AW-6: 

o TWG members highlighted the challenge to present to the CAT the potential for 
significant reductions of this policy option, but the barrier of a lack of information for 
analysis. A TWG member noted that information is available to quantify the 10% 
reduction outlined by the policy option goal and the impact of increased use of GPS 
technology on farm equipment. TWG members suggested that text be included in the 
option to express the need for further information on this topic area 

AW-7: 
o TWG member volunteers and CCS will continue discussion of the best data sources 

on carbon storage for analysis of this policy option offline 
o TWG members will continue discussion and draft text evaluating the potential carbon 

credits or offsets as part of the WCI process. TWG members expressed interest in 
including similar text in AW-4. TWG members do not want text to link this option to 
a specific market.  

o TWG members expressed concern with calculating cost of preservation of 
agricultural land based only on the cost of carbon mitigation. Additional costs and 
benefits of this option should be expressed in input text provided for the “Additional 
Costs and Benefits” section of the policy option template.  

6. TWG members were in agreement to set a time for an additional TWG call prior to the 
Nov. 15-16 CAT meeting, in order to provide the TWG with the opportunity to review 
quantification estimates for all of the remaining AW policy options.  

 
Next steps and agreements: 

1. TWG members will provide text for specific sections in the options document.  CCS will 
revise the AW policy options document reflecting discussions during the TWG meeting 
and refined/additional quantification estimates for remaining AW policy options.  The 
revised document will be sent to TWG members for their review prior to the next TWG 
conference call on Nov. 5. 

2. TWG members are asked to submit additional draft input text for remaining sections of 
policy option templates by October 31. 
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Next meeting: 
 
The next CAT meeting is set for Thursday-Friday, November 15-16 in Olympia. 
 
The next AW TWG teleconference is scheduled for Monday, November 5, from 10:00 AM –
12:00 PM. 


