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Terms of ReferenceTerms of Reference

 Task Force Goals:
Increase communication between governments 
on oceans and coastal issues.
Foster collaborative activities to improve the 
health of shared marine waters.
Monitor and report on progress to protect our 
marine waters.

Objectives:

To provide a transboundary forum to share 
information and collaborate on activities that:

Protect and restore coastal and marine 
habitats;
Encourage the development of ecosystem 
management approaches for ocean and 
coastal resources; and 
Foster sustainable coastal communities 
and development.

Activities:

The Task Force will undertake activities to:
Promote the exchange of technical and 
scientifi c information;
Identify priority transboundary issues and 
recommend collaborative actions; and
Sponsor and participate in international 
conferences and workshops on issues of 
mutual interest. 
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Task Force Membership:

Washington and British Columbia will appoint 
co-chairs who will be responsible for ensuring 
broad representation on the Task Force from 
coastal and ocean resource management agencies 
in respective jurisdictions.

Task Force Operations

The Task Force will develop an annual work plan 
for approval by British Columbia-Washington 
Environmental Cooperation Council.

The Task Force will develop action plans and 
status reports on priority issues.

The Task Force will generally meet twice a year 
or as required.

Reporting:

The Task Force will report to the Governor 
and Premier through the British Columbia-
Washington Environmental Cooperation 
Council, and report on progress at an annual 
meeting of Washington and British Columbia 
governments. 

Jay Manning
Director of Ecology
State of Washington

Barry Penner
Minister of Environment
Province of British Columbia

Mandate: 

The Washington-British Columbia Coastal and Ocean Task Force (COTF) is established to provide 
a mechanism to enhance collaboration between the State of Washington and the Province of 
British Columbia on coastal and oceans issues. The geographic area of interest includes Puget Sound, 
the Georgia Basin, and the outer coasts of Washington and British Columbia.

AGREED as to form and content and signed and dated in two (2) duplicate originals in 

Seattle, Washington, this _____ day of June, 2007



State of Washington ~ State of Washington ~ 
Province of British ColumbiaProvince of British Columbia

Forest Memorandum of UnderstandingForest Memorandum of Understanding

The State of Washington and the Province of British Columbia share similar benefi ts, 
challenges, and opportunities associated with a large amount of our lands in forested 
ecosystems.

In the spirit of mutually improving our forest health conditions, adapting to climate 
change, increasing capacity and effectiveness for wildfi re protection, and producing 
bio-energy from forest products, the signatories agree to:

Work cooperatively with Washington and British Columbia counterparts to share research, 
data and information on how climate change will likely affect forest health, and share 
strategies to achieve healthy forest ecosystems in the future. Through a joint meeting this fall, 
this cooperative work will also explore opportunities for cross-border demonstration projects, 
and share approaches on carbon life-cycle modeling and carbon sequestration accounting. 

Under existing cooperative agreements on cross-border fi re protection, recognize that 
declining forest health and climate change likely will lead to larger and more frequent 
wildfi res. We will seek opportunities to share strategic outlooks, fi re prevention plans and 
complementary expertise on forest fuels management, prevention, pre-suppression, and 
suppression actions.

Seek opportunities to share data, technical approaches and joint research projects to produce 
renewable energy and fuel products from the large amounts of woody biomass now found 
in many of our forests. The production of renewable energy from low-value wood can also 
contribute to rural economic development, reduced wildfi re risk and improved forest health. 

AGREED as to form and content and signed and dated in two (2) duplicate originals in 

Seattle, Washington, this _____ day of June, 2007

•

•

•

Douglas Sutherland
Commissioner of Public Lands
State of Washington

Rich Coleman
Minister of Forests and Range
Province of British Columbia


