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June 10, 2009

Mr. Keith Stahley

City of Olympia

900 Plum Street, SE
Olympia, WA 98501-1544

Re: City of Olympia’s Proposed SMP Amendment
Dear Mr. Stahley,

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the City of Olympia’s (City) proposed SMP
Amendment last week. It was very helpful for me and my staff to review the Department
of Ecology’s (Ecology) questions regarding the proposed amendment with you and your
staff. As we provided in the attached document, our analysis to date raises important
questions about whether Ecology would be able to accept the amendment for further
review.

Specifically, processing the proposal as a limited SMP amendment at this time appears
to be inconsistent with Ecology’s rules relating to limited amendments (WAC 173-26-
201(1). Our analysis is that three of the seven criteria are triggered by the City’s
proposed limited SMP amendment. Triggering any one of these criteria means that a
comprehensive amendment process must be used to evaluate and shape the proposed
change to the City’s Shoreline Master Program.

The meeting provided a good opportunity for the City and Ecology staff to share
perspectives and information on the applicability of the rule, and the merits of the
proposed amendment package in addressing the criteria required in the rule. In order to
process this amendment further, Ecology needs to determine if it is indeed a limited
amendment as the project proponent and City seem to assert or whether it addressed
issues in a comprehensive manner.

We agreed that it would be appropriate for the City to provide a written explanation of
how it thinks the amendment proposal, as submitted, is consistent with the section
201(1)criteria. We agreed that the City would identify how the submittal package
complies with the criteria for a comprehensive amendment, showing how the proposal






