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The online EIM reference tables contain the most current valid values allowed by the Data Loader, 
whereas the lookup tables in the spreadsheet (validate function) are not always current.  Each reference 
table includes search and export options.  Available reference tables are: 
 
 

 Parameter  Lab  Tissue Type  Unit of Measure 

 Method  Taxon  Data Qualifier  

 
 
 
How to Begin 
 
1. Once you have established your 

account (including making your User 
Profile), log in to the Data Loader*:  
 

 
* Ecology staff – go directly to step 2 

 
 
 
 

 
2. From the Data Loader homepage, click the “Reference Tables” link:  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimsubmittal/eimimport/login.aspx
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3. You can search or export the reference tables.  Pick the desired reference table from the drop-down 
list, then click “Go to Search Form” or “Export.”  In the example, we chose method: 

 
 
 
4. Enter your search criteria and click “Search.” In the example, we entered a partial method code: 

 
 
 
5. A list appears based on your criteria.  You can also click “View” to see details about a record.  If you 

can't find what you are looking for, try entering a partial phrase, code, or word.  If you still can’t find it, 
contact an EIM Data Coordinator. We may need to add your value to EIM. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimsubmittal/eimimport/Contact.aspx
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6. Example of method details you see after you click “View” (opens in separate window): 
 

 
 
 

If you had chosen parameter instead of method for your search, you would see a detail screen like this - 
with synonyms and link to EPA: 

  
 

 
 
Example of what you get when you export a reference table instead of searching it – a comma separated 
variable (CSV) file that will open automatically in Excel*.   
 

 
 
 

* Note:  Sometimes Excel does undesirable things like convert certain CAS numbers into dates.  To get 
around this, use the same basic instructions found in Preserving Significant Digits in EIM Downloads. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/helpDocs/EIMHelp_PreservingSignificantDigits.pdf

