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What are EIM Valid Values? 

When you submit data to EIM, we require that you populate certain fields with specific values, known as 
“Valid Values.” Examples are Result Parameter Name “1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene” and Result Method 
“SW6010” (ICP-AES for Metals & Trace Elements). We store Valid Values in the EIM Reference Tables. 
When you submit your data to EIM, it compares the Valid Values in your Data Entry Template to those 
stored in the Reference Tables. For each field, your Valid Values must match those in EIM, otherwise 
your data will not load. 

Where Do I Find EIM Valid Values? 

There are three different places to find EIM Valid Values – the EIM Data Entry Help Documents, the EIM 
Data Entry Templates, and the EIM Online Reference Tables. 

EIM Data Entry Help Documents  

The EIM Data Entry Help Documents show you if a field has Valid Values and what Valid Values are 
allowed.   

Valid Values for Sample Matrix in the EIM Result Help Document 

 

For longer lists of Valid Values, we link to another worksheet in the Help Document: 

Link to worksheet in the EIM Result Help Document with Sample Source Valid Values 

 

Sample Source Valid Values in the EIM Result Help Document 

 



EIM Help – Valid Values and Online Reference Tables                                                                                              Page 3 

 
EIM Data Entry Templates  

Valid Value Lookup tab 

Some lists of EIM Valid Values, like Parameter and Method, are too long to put in the Data Entry Help 
Documents.  For these, users often rely upon the “Valid Value Lookup” tab in the EIM Data Entry 
Templates, like this example from the Result Template.  Valid Values in the Lookup tab are also used by 
the “Validate” tool in the EIM Data Entry Templates.   

Validate tool in the Result Data Entry Template 

 

Valid Value Lookup tab in the Result Data Entry Template 

 

Issues with the Validate tool and Valid Values in the Lookup tab 

Valid Values in the Lookup Tab not always completely up to date because we have to update them 
manually.  This is primarily true for Valid Values that we update often, like Parameter and Method. 
Sometimes the “Validate” tool might flag a Valid Value that is actually in EIM.  

Additionally, the Valid Value Lookup tab does not have information like Method Description, etc., that 
can be important when you are choosing a Collection, Preparation, Result Method. 
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EIM Online Reference Tables  

The Online Reference Tables enable you look at EIM’s “live” Reference Tables for our larger lists of Valid 
Values. These are always 100 percent current. You can search and download these tables. 

Available EIM Online Reference Tables 

 Result Data Qualifier  Laboratory  Method  Parameter 

 Parameter Group  Taxon  Taxon Group  Tissue Type 

 Unit of Measure  Unit Conversion   

How Do I Get to the Online Reference Tables?

There are different ways for getting to the Online Reference Tables depending on whether you work 
outside of Ecology or at Ecology. 

If You Work Outside of Ecology 

1. Go to EIM Search and click “Help” in the blue navigation bar. 

  

2. OR – Log into your EIM Loader account and click “Reference Tables” in the blue navigation bar. 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimreporting/
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/submitdata.htm
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3. Next click “Search Valid Values.” 

 

4. From the drop-down list, click the reference table you want to see. In this example, we chose 
Method. 

 

5. Go to How Do I Use the Online Reference Tables? 
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If You Work at Ecology

You can get to the Online Reference Tables via Search or Loader, explained in the section above, or you 
can use the Editor, as below. 

1. Go to the EIM Editor and click “Reference Tables” in the blue navigation bar. 

 
 

2. From the drop-down list, click the reference table you want to see. In this example, we chose 
Methods. 

 

  

http://ecyeim/search/
http://ecyeim/loader/
http://ecyeim/editor/
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How Do I Use the Online Reference Tables? 

Using the Online Reference Tables is the same whether you work outside of Ecology or inside Ecology.  
Once you have chosen the reference table you want to see, as we did in the last section, you can export 
it or search for specific Valid Values. 

Export a Reference Table 

1. If you want to export an entire reference table, click the Excel icon below Filter Options.  In this case 
we chose the Method reference table we started with above. 

 

2. The reference table is in CSV format but will automatically open in Excel.* From here you can sort, 
filter, or save it in Excel.  

 

*Notes   

• You get the entire reference table when you download it, even if you have filtered it. 

• Sometimes Excel does undesirable things like convert specific CAS Numbers into dates.  To get 
around this, use the same basic instructions found in Preserving Significant Digits in EIM 
Downloads. 

  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/helpDocs/EIMHelp_PreservingSignificantDigits.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/helpDocs/EIMHelp_PreservingSignificantDigits.pdf
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Search a Reference Table 

Each reference table contains many entries.  The Method Reference Table contains almost 1700 entries. 
Use “Filter Options” to search for specific entries. 

1. To use Filter Options, type into one of the boxes and/or choose an entry from a drop-down list and 
click the “Filter.”  In this example we are filtering by Method Code by typing the beginning of a 
Method Code.  Click “Filter.” 

 

2. You will see a list of all EIM Method Codes beginning with “SW82,” along with supporting metadata 
like the Method Description and Method Reference. 

 

3. To undo your filter, click “Clear Filters.” 
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4. Here is an another example of searching for Valid Values – this time in the Parameter Reference 

Table. Sometimes the EIM Team deactivtes parameters or other Valid Values that are outdated and 
should not be used for new data.  If you want to see only active Valid Values, choose “Inactive? = 
No.”  In this example we also chose to see only parameters in the “Chemical” Category and with 
“benz” in the Name.  Notice that not all the parameters in the list below have “benz” in the name.  
This is because the “Include Alias?” box was checked, so these parameters have an alias (aka 
synonym) with “benz” in the name.  The “Has Alias?” column will tell you if a particular parameter 
has an alias/synonym or not. 

 

What if I Can’t Find a Valid Value? 

If you cannot find a valid value in the Online Reference Tables or in our Data Entry Help Documents, 
contact your EIM Data Coordinator – or use our “Contact EIM” form to send a request to the EIM Team. 

Revision History 

Revision 
Date Revision No. Summary of Changes Reviser(s) 

3/08/10 1.0 Original Document CN 

3/11/16 2.0 Added valid value info and updated reference table format 
via Search/Help. Renamed from “Using the Online Reference 
Tables.” 

JK, CL, CN 

    

    

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimreporting/Help/Contact.aspx
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