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Carbon dioxide mitigation and sequestration program 
for fossil-fueled thermal electric generating facilities, 
Chapter 173-407 WAC 
 
Section: Working in Unison 
 
WAC 173-407-005 Work in unison.  The requirements of this chapter, sections 010 
through 070 are based upon Chapter 80.70 RCW and are separate and distinct from the 
requirements found in this chapter, sections 100 through xxx which are based upon 
Chapter 80.80 RCW.  These two requirements are required to work in unison with each 
other in a serial manner.  The first requirement is the emissions performance standard.  
Once that standard is met, the requirements of Chapter 80.70 RCW (sections 010 through 
070 of this rule) are applied. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Section: Relationship of Ecology with PUD commissions and WUTC under 
Part II 
 
WAC 173-407-180 - Relationship of Ecology with PUD commissions and WUTC 
under Part II.  When the commissioners of Washington Public Utility Districts and 
electrical companies enter into long-term financial commitments for baseload electric 
generation, the Washington Public Utility Districts and electrical companies must ensure 
that the commitments comply with the greenhouse gases emissions performance 
standard.  In order to do so the commissioners of Washington Public Utility Districts and 
electrical companies will consult with the Department of Ecology before approving the 
contract.  Ecology will use the WAC 73-407-170 as the basis for making a 
recommendation to the commissioners of Washington Public Utility Districts or the 
electrical companies. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Section: Definitions (Defining permanent sequestration) 
 
 
WAC 173-407-110  Definitions to Part II.  The following definitions are applicable 
for the purposes of Part II of this chapter. 
 
… 
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Three Options: 
 
1. Permanent sequestration means retention of at least 99% of the greenhouse gases that 

are stored using a sequestration method approved by the department.  Geologic 
sequestration facilities must retain at least 99% of injected greenhouse gases below 
the reservoir seal or caprock.  Other approved methods of sequestration must retain at 
least 99% of stored greenhouse gases to prevent leakage into the atmosphere. 

 
(Option 1 does not include a time frame, such as “1,000 years” or “life of the 
facility”.  By not defining the time frame, it is implied that there is no end to the 
sequestration.) 

 
2. Permanent sequestration means retention for 1,000 years of at least 99% of the 

greenhouse gases that are stored using a sequestration method approved by the 
department.  Geologic sequestration facilities must retain at least 99% of injected 
greenhouse gases below the reservoir seal or caprock.  Other approved methods of 
sequestration must retain at least 99% of stored greenhouse gases to prevent leakage 
into the atmosphere. 

 
(Option 2 takes Option 1 and adds the timeframe of 1,000 years) 

 
3. Permanent sequestration means retention for 1,000 years of at least 99% of the 

greenhouse gases that are stored using a sequestration method approved by the 
department.  All methods of sequestration must prevent at least 99% of stored CO2 
from entering atmosphere.   

 
(Option 3 does not differentiate geologic from other approved forms) 

 


