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October 2015 — Ecology AO# 15-03

Attachment: Chapter 173-900 WAC — Electronic Products Recycling Program
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules

In response to changes in the law adopted by the 2013 Legislature, Ecology is proposing to revise the rule (Chapter 173-900
WAC) to account for each manufacturer’s financial obligation to the stewardship program based totally on market share and
eliminating all references to return share calculations in the existing rule. Market share refers to each manufacturer’s share of
covered electronic products (TVs, computers, monitors, e-readers and portable DVD players) sold in Washington, and return share
refers to each manufacturer’s share of those products in the recycling stream.

As a result, some manufacturers may pay more than they are now to support the recycling program and some may pay less. The
impact on individual manufacturers, if any, will depend on each manufacturer’s sales of consumer electronics (market share) in
Washington State.

Also in response to 2013 legislation, Ecology is proposing to expand the reporting requirements for organizations operating
recycling programs for electronic products. In addition to the information currently required in the rule for annual reports on the
operation of a recycling program, those reports would also be required to include; (1) an estimate of each type of material
recovered from the recycling of electronics including cathode ray tube glass, circuit boards, batteries, mercury-containing devices,
plastics, and metals; (2) an estimate of the weight of all collected products that are ultimately reused, recycled, or end up as
residual waste that is disposed; (3) a description of program revenues and costs including the average cost of the program per
pound of covered electronic product collected, and costs for education and promotional efforts, collection, transportation,
processing and labor, and program administration; and (4) a description of the methods used to collect, transport and process
covered electronic products.

Proposed changes also clarify that retailers of covered electronic products must provide take-home information on the recycling of
electronics to consumers at the time of purchase of a covered electronic product. Most retailers provide take-home information to
consumers now through a variety of methods. Under this change posting a placard at the check-out stand does not meet the
requirement for retailers to provide consumers with recycling information.

In addition, proposed changes and edits include, but are not limited to, allowing Ecology to provide notifications electronically to
the organizations operating recycling programs rather than by certified mail, and updating references to the Ecology oversight
program from the old name, the Solid Waste and Financial Assistance Program, to the current program name, the Waste 2
Resources Program.



