Performance Partnership Agreement

Mid Year Review (FY02)

Air Quality
On December 17, 2001, the management team of the Region X Office of Air Quality, the management team of the Department of Ecology Air Quality Program, and representatives of the local air authorities in Washington State met to discuss the progress being made in complying with the Performance Partnership Agreement of Fiscal Year 2002.  The meeting occupied the entire day and was held at the Department of Ecology in Lacey, Washington.
Notes from that discussion follow:
Objective 1: Reduce emissions of, exposure to, and risk from airborne toxics.
· A successful toxics summit was sponsored by EPA in November 2001.
· The Seattle toxics monitoring project is going well and was recognized at the national level meeting in Chicago as one of the five pilot projects that is doing it right.
· Toxics program is on track to develop a priority list of toxic pollutants.
· Lines of communication are open and working between the state, Region X and EPA Headquarters.
Objective 2: By 2003, initiate and conduct technical work necessary for the development and implementation of control strategies and associated air quality information to begin reducing human caused visibility-impairing emissions.
· EPA/Forest Service have a consultative role with Tribes

· Columbia Gorge Work Plan is finished and is a good product

Objective 3:  Prevent exceedances of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) from anthropogenic sources and reduce exposure to non-anthropogenic caused exceedances
· Spokane County attainment plan is going well.  EPA is working on the process to approve the plans to keep Spokane’s air clean.  This has been a long-term effort that is approaching completion.
· Yakima County attainment plan is going well

· Progress is being made on Wallula

· Informing public of natural risks

· EPA is appropriately exercising its regulatory discretion in allowing Ecology and local interests in Colville to work on the dust problem in a common sense manner. 
· State Implementation Plans (SIP) are on-line

· SIP project improvement process is going well
· NWAPA good upfront coordination

Objective 4:  Provide easily accessible and understandable information about the risks and costs of air pollution to citizens and elected officials.
· EPA completed the agricultural forums and published their summary.  The information provides a good overall background on the agricultural burning subject and serves as a springboard to more specific actions to reduce the smoke and its impacts.
· Compliance information is available on line
· The phone and web citizen awareness survey went well and Ecology is now sharing results.

Objective 5:  Implement continuing activities that place a priority on: toxic air pollutants, criteria pollutants, visibility, smoke from indoor and outdoor burning, dust.
· The  state is showing leadership in coordinating Notices of Construction (NOC) among the permitting agencies

· Ecology’s “burn team” and EPA’s air program are sharing agricultural burning information frequently and effectively with the goal of supporting coordinated agricultural burning programs throughout the regional airshed. 
· EPA feels that Title Five communication and commitment went well 

· Ecology put on a grants workshop for their management and staff in order that they will better understand the requirements that go along with projects and contracts funded by federal dollars.
Objective 6:  Maintain an effective compliance assurance program that places a priority on activities that prevent and reduce:  priority toxic air pollutants, criteria air pollutants, visibility impairment, smoke, dust.
· State of Washington is ahead in developing a compliance monitoring strategy
· Puget Sound data clean-up is underway
· All are working together on enforcement bridges between state, local authorities and EPA

EPA, Ecology’s Air Quality Program, and the local air authorities agreed to continue to work on the following issues:
· Cumulative effects of Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) 
· Role of EPA in the Columbia River Gorge and funding this effort

· SIP approval timelines
· Define roles and responsibilities for PSD, including the Federal Land Managers

· Enforcing PSD permits
· General discussion on data for the National Asbestos Reporting System
· Washington State transportation conformity as it relates to the SIP
· Funding of toxics

· Role clarity in 112R

· Compliance assurance – MACTRAX 
· General ideas on outreach 
· Land clearing burning clarification

· FY01 data roles and responsibilities 

· Walla Walla 

· Asbestos implementation 
· National Emission Inventory 
· Insignificant emission units (IEU)
EPA, Ecology’s Air Quality Program, and the local air authorities will continue to work together to fulfill the commitments of the Performance Partnership Agreement for FY 02.
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