EPA FY 2002 PPA End of Year Report

Introduction
This is a status report for the work that EPA Region 10 committed to do in the FY’2002 Performance Partnership Agreement (PPA) with the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) for the Hazardous Waste program. 

Information Management
EPA has participated on quarterly RCRA Info conference calls with the State.  Work done  included completion and signature of a RCRA Info/ BRS Data Management Letter of Agreement (LOA) to between EPA and Ecology, refining Tribal land universes, issuance of RCRA ID numbers for notifiers on tribal land, and providing Return to compliance (RTC) reports to assist with enforcement data clean-up.

Compliance Assurance

EPA conducted multi-media inspections in Washington at Boise Cascade in Wallula and Inland Empire Paper in Spokane.
Inspections on Tribal land included multiple site visits on the Colville and  Yakama reservations.

EPA also conducted a complaint follow-up inspection on the Kalispel reservation.

With Ecology’s concurrence EPA continued to follow-up on compliance issues at Oeser in Bellingham.  EPA settled an enforcement action at J.H. Baxter. 

EPA, participated with Ecology on inspections at Philip Georgetown, Philip Kent and Philip Tacoma.

EPA conducted two oversight inspections with Ecology at the USDOE Hanford facility. EPA also conducted one oversite inspection in each of Ecology’s four regions.

EPA conducted a compliance inspection for the permitted BIF unit at Noveon in Kalama. 

Technical Assistance
EPA gave technical assistance to Ecology on several issues involving the USDOE Hanford facility.  EPA had a place based position in the Ecology Kennewick office to provide ongoing EPA support for resolving permit and corrective action issues at Hanford and for EPA-lead responsibilities in delisting of high-level wastes and ETF effluents, and implementation of the Hanford TSCA Framework Agreement.  EPA provided support for development and finalization of the Hanford WTP permit.  EPA provided training on subpart X thermal treatment permitting.

EPA provided technical assistance to Ecology in seeking resolution of a regulatory issue regarding the Modutank Units at the Noveon Kalama facility.

Closure and Corrective Action

EPA transferred the corrective action and closure lead for Philip Georgetown to Ecology. 

Work continued on developing a closure plan for Northwest Enviroservices.  Some sampling was completed.

EPA has approved a workplan for measures to provide hydraulic control of the contaminant plumes at Rhone Poulenc.

Work continued on corrective action and closure at Boeing Plant II.

Permitting
Reichhold Chemical: EPA conducted ongoing oversight under the 1988 continuing permit.

Phillip Georgetown: EPA transferred the permit lead to Ecology.

Occidental Chemical: EPA worked with Ecology to develop a draft framework permit.

USDOE Hanford: EPA continued to work on finalizing proposed modifications to the HSWA portion of the Hanford site-wide permit relating to corrective action transfer, Subpart CC air emissions requirements, and management of toxicity characteristic wastes.

Authorization

EPA approved the revised authorization of Ecology’s Hazardous Waste Program and published the approval in the Federal Register.  The effective date of the authorization revision was April 11, 2002.

Program Coordination and Contracting
EPA participated in the TSD workgroup, participated in the compliance network and implementation network, participated in the RCRA info workgroup and engaged in daily interaction with Ecology on a wide range of questions and topics. 

EPA participated in Ecology’s stakeholder meetings on the Washington Hazardous Waste Facilities Initiative.

EPA provided contractor support for corrective action work at EPA lead sites.

Conclusion
EPA did not have any significant shortfall in meeting the commitments in the PPA.  

