WA PPA END-YEAR REPORT, Fiscal Year 2002

For the PPA covering July 2001 – June 2003

Water Quality Standards & 305(b)/303(d) Reporting
	OUTCOME
	EPA/ECY LEADS
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	10.  WATER QUALITY STANDARDS: The development and adoption of water quality criteria and standards that will serve to protect and restore the biological, chemical and physical integrity of the state’s surface waters
	EPA:

Paula vanHaagen

Marcia Lagerloef

Ecology:

Susan Braley

Mark Hicks


	
	Ecology commits to complete its currently proposed rule making
	Review and comment on draft standards
	May 2002

Revised date:

February 2003
	Ecology’s proposed revisions to the Water Quality Standards have continued to be enhanced through public feedback at workshops, through stakeholder committee meetings, and the collection of new water quality data.  A decision was also made to actively participate in EPA’s Regional Temperature Criteria Guidance in order to incorporate results into the State’s temperature criteria.  This guidance was due to be finalized by October 2001, but that has since been pushed back to summer or Fall 2002.  
Starting in December of 2001, a stakeholder work-group has participated in a series of facilitated workshops with the Department of Ecology to address the proposed standards. This is envisioned as the final phase of the informal feedback process before entering the formal rule-making process on the proposed revisions. The last stakeholder meeting is scheduled for June 2002, after which Ecology will draft final proposed language to start the rule-making, scheduled for late summer/early Fall.


	
	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to develop the biological assessment for the current proposals
	Ecology and EPA commit to develop the biological assessment for the current proposals
	July 2002

Revised date: April 2003
	Ecology continues to be committed to working with EPA on this.

	
	
	
	
	EPA commits to working with the Services to complete ESA consultation for the current proposals
	September 2002

Revised date: November 2002
	EPA has encouraged meetings between the Services and Ecology to flesh out potential ESA concerns

	
	
	
	
	EPA commits to final action of the revised standards 
	October 2002

Revised: November 2002
	EPA is working proactively with Ecology, which hopefully will result in a faster final action.

	
	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to participate in and help to complete the Regional Temperature Criteria Guidance 
	Ecology and EPA commit to participate in and help to complete the Regional Temperature Criteria Guidance
	November 2001

Revised date:

ongoing until completion.
	Ecology staff have actively participated in EPA’s Regional Guidance project since summer 2001.  The Guidance is not yet complete, so work continues. 

	
	
	
	Ecology commits to evaluate the Guidance and either incorporate the guidance, or equivalent criteria, into the WQS
	
	
	The Guidance is not yet complete.  Depending on when the Guidance becomes finalized, Ecology may choose to move forward with the regulation revision in the interest of completing the process in a timely manner.

	
	
	
	Ecology commits to evaluate and take action on the Sauk River petition
	
	June 2003
	Ecology responded to the Sauk River petition indicating that the request to list Sauk River as a Tier III ONRW would be held up until the regulations on antidegradation implementation are finalized.  Action on the petition will be taken up after that.

	
	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to development of a long-term strategy for the WQS.  Among other topics, the strategy will address the national WQ Criteria and Standards Plan
	Ecology and EPA commit to development of a long-term strategy for the WQS.  Among other topics, the strategy will address the national WQ Criteria and Standards Plan
	June 2003
	Because of focus on the current rule-making process, work on a long term strategy has not yet commenced.  However, both Ecology and EPA are committed to developing this strategy, which should occur by the scheduled completion date.

	
	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to coordinate with tribes on development of state and tribal water quality standards
	Ecology and EPA commit to coordinate with tribes on development of state and tribal water quality standards
	Ongoing
	EPA is developing a consultation process on Ecology’s standards package.  In the meantime, EPA and Ecology have agreed to meet with interested Indian tribes through the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission to walk through proposed state wqs revisions for information and clarification.  Discussion will then be held with tribal participants on issues and concerns with proposed revisions as they may affect tribes, tribal treaty resources, and tribal water quality- frame issues that will be focus of consultation meetings with tribal

Leadership.



	6. REPORTING: To assess the trends and direction of restoration and protection activities and environmental measures that can indicate the success or failure of water quality programs.
	EPA:

Kerianne Gardner

Ecology:

Matthew Green


	
	Ecology will develop a draft 303(d) list in December 2001 and submit the final list
	
	Submit list by April 1, 2002

Revised dates:

List Policy - July 2002

Call for Data - July 2002

Proposed List -

Final List to EPA - March 2003
	All states got a reprieve from meeting the April 2002 deadline for 303(d) lists.  EPA released new Integrated Report Guidance in November 2001, delaying Ecology’s process for getting its revised 303(d) policy out for public review.  The current goal is to have a candidate list out for public review in the Fall 2002, with a final 303(d) list to EPA by March 2003.

	
	EPA:

Theresa Pimentel

Ecology:

Susan Braley
	
	Ecology will annually update the 305(b) water quality assessment reports, with full reports in even numbered years and electronic updates in odd numbered years.
	
	Full report due April 1, 2002;

Electronic update due April 1, 2003

Revised report due Oct. 2002.
	All states were given a reprieve to submit their 305(b) Reports in order to allow states to do an integrated report for both 305(b) and 303(d) by October 2002.  Ecology commits to submitting a 305(b) Report by the deadline, however the integrated report with 303(d) will occur under timelines now planned for the 303(d) process. 


