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Ecology and the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 

2003 MID-YEAR MEETING MINUTES 

Held on February 11, 2003 @

EPA Regional Office 9-12

9:00-9:45

I.  Welcome and Opening Remarks (Sorlie, Albright)

* Introductions:

EPA Attendees: Rick Albright, MaryKay Voytilla, Jamie Sikorski, Jack Boller, Jan Palumbo, Terri Griffith, Nina Kocourek

Ecology Attendees: Greg Sorlie, Darin Rice, Julie Sellick, K Seiler, Eilliot Zimmerman, Ron Skinnarland (Kim Anderson via phone)

Ecology Remarks: Budget; Priorities, Treatment Storage and Disposal (TSD) Initiative, Regulatory Reform, etc:

Greg Summarized the State’s Budget Predicament and Full Time Equivalent (FTE) Program cuts (1-3 FTE).  Yet to be discussed are what activities will need to be cut from PPA as a result of the lose of FTEs, (e.g., may reduce Small Quantity Generator/ Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator inspections). 
The TSD Initiative resulted in Ecology’s submitting Senate Bill 5594, which “declares that the management, regulations and oversight of wastes at hazardous waste management facilities, including recyclers and used oil processors, is essential to prevent adverse effects on the environment and the economy and to protect public health and safety.”  It suggests that by July 1, 2004 amended rules be adopted governing the financial assurance, pollution liability, and closure plans at facilities, including recyclers and used oil processors.  This would assure that adequate funds will be available to pay for safe and orderly cleanup and or closure at those facilities.

The rules would establish a system for authorizing recycling and used oil processing operations that are not currently subject to hazardous waste permits.  By Sept 30, 2003 Ecology wants to submit recommendation to the legislature for the 2004 legislative session, addressing a fee-based system to provide adequate funding for the department’s permitting, compliance, and assistance programs for hazardous waste facilities, including recyclers and used oil processors.  Greg  requested EPA’s continued support and involvement with this effort.  

* Mercury Action Plan Pollution Prevention Effort:
Bills introduced to ban mercury from dentistry.  Ecology is working with Dentistry sector to develop Best Management Practices (e.g., separator installation).  

* Streamlining Permitting All-Media Initiative for Washington State:
This initiative may not affect the Hazardous Waste Program, as the “framework permit” incorporating a Model Toxic Control Act (MTCA) cleanup order is already being used by the Hazardous Waste program.  However, if a parcel of land is identified by the Competitiveness Council for redevelopment/economic growth, and it contains a Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA) hazardous waste facility, the State’s overall corrective action workload priorities may need to be shifted. The State of Washington now has an Office of Permit Assistance whose job is to work on mixed media permits at one facility.   

EPA Remarks: Budget; Priorities; Framework Permit; One Cleanup Program; Revitalization, etc.:

Rick thanked Greg and company for their willingness to share their information with Gina Bowler, Office of Solid Waste (OSW), (on Feb 21) regarding the status of those Washington corrective action facilities identified on the GPRA baseline.

Budget:
2003 budget unclear; 2004 budget is focused on “Resource Conservation Challenge”–national shift of about 3 million to support state’s work.

Priorities:
Corrective Action workload is still a high priority at GPRA Baseline facilities.  Bob Springer, new OSW Director, wants assurances that those 2005 predictions can be met.  Boeing facilities across the nation may be a candidate for OSW involvement.  

Enforcement:
EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assistance (OECA) is now in need of  more FTEs as national attention is being refocused on enforcement activities and enforcement results. 

One Clean-Up Initiative:
 This initiative is receiving lots of national attention.  RCRA, Superfund (SF), Underground Storage Tank (UST) programs are all elements of an integrated program.  (Greg hopes the Hazardous Waste framework-permit concept (incorporating a MTCA cleanup order into a RCRA permit) will be considered an example of success for the “One Cleanup Initiative”.)

Action Plan for One Clean-Up Program:
Julie Sellick wanted to know what the status was regarding legal issues/concerns between OSW and OECA on this subject.  Action Plan calls for more effective communication.  There are internal EPA “coordination” pilots for facilities that have dual program implementers.  Examples include: Hanford (RCRA/SF).  The goals include encouraging clear and useful info regarding cleanups (technical exchange), achieving better measurements, e.g., economics (show number of jobs created).

An Internal EPA Pilot announcement will be coming in about 1 month.  

Homeland Security:
Budget of 28 million is to be mostly used for response activities.  EPA’s overall goal is to be able to respond to 5 incidents at the same time.  Expectations are for media Programs to send letters to facilities re: ”Secure Hazardous Waste Materials”, as well as “Border Security”.

Brownfields Program:
Budget 50 million. The EPA’s Office of Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER) Assistant Administrator, MaryAnn Horinko’s message is that revitalization is as important as the actual clean-up. There are five different grant programs.  EPA encouraged the State to submit a grant application for the Recovery Brownfields Program.   

Resource Conservation Challenge (RCC):
Budget 3 million, and this challenge is dedicated to support state work.

9:45-10:15
II.  Ecology’s Beyond Waste Presentation (Darin Rice)

Darin gave an overview of Ecology’s Beyond Waste state planning effort.  This solid waste and hazardous waste plan focuses on the long term vision of shifting the scales from waste vs. reuse to waste vs. “benefits” of reuse.  The end goal being that society will see the economic benefits of zero waste generated and eventually MOST wastes will be eliminated.  More details of the Beyond Waste planning effort are on the Ecology WEB page.
Note: related efforts that dovetail with Beyond Waste include: Ecology’s Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxicity (PBT) strategy for mercury; product stewardship initiatives for electronics; Governor’s Sustainability Council. 

Action Items:  EPA invited Chipper Hervieux, Ecology to attend the Bob Springer RCC presentation that Vicci Salazar will give on 2/19/03.  Darin to send EPA a copy of the Sustainable Recommendations Report developed by the Legislative Workgroup, as well as to determine what “role” EPA could play.   
10:15-10:30



BREAK

10:30-11:00 
III.  PPA Review and Update (Boller/all) 

* 2002 Financial Status Report (FSR): Carryover monies discussed. 
* 2003 Mid-point check in on the EPA and Ecology hazardous waste workplan commitments; all are progressing as planned.

Specific Facility Update:
Occidental: Ecology (K. Seiler) may ask EPA Hazardous Waste staff to facilitate a meeting between Ecology and EPA Superfund regarding changes to cleanup standards (re:  marine water quality standard vs MTCA cleanup levels).  Ecology Hyrdogeologist FTE is on hold.  Ecology may use HG-4 position’s dollars for short term contract to assist with Occidental workload.

11:00-11:30
IV.   Expectations of Next PPA (Boller/all)

* Inspections:

Ecology’s Compliance Evaluation Inspection (CEI) Goals/Commitments and the EPA/OECA Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) expectations were discussed. Greg Sorlie noted that it is his understanding that we’re in agreement for Ecology to not change or increase the Large Quality Generators (LQGs) compliance evaluations commitment to become 20% of LQG universe, but will continue to aim for, as they have been doing, meeting the 20% goal.  Historically, Ecology usually inspects close to 20% of the LGQ universe being inspected by year end.
Jack Boller will find out and let Ecology know the scope of activities OECA considers to equal a compliance evaluation inspection. (Note: On 3/6/03 Jack confirmed that OECA LQG goal is for 20% of universe to have compliance evaluation inspections; and that the determining factor for defining compliance evaluation inspection is that it must take place “ON-SITE”).  Jack and the Ecology Compliance Network will look at Ecology’s numbers of CEI inspections to see if their numbers meet or exceed the OECA 20% GOAL of on-site evaluations.

* Performance Partnership Agreement (PPA) for 2004-2005 schedule:

Mid March EPA’s section needs to be completed with draft of PPA to be completed by March 17 for EPA review and;  PPA scheduled to go out for public comment first of May.  

* EPA Oversight Inspections-Selection Process: 

Jack Boller explained EPA’s selection protocol for oversight inspections.  Basically, Jack Boller tries to perform one oversight inspection/year with one inspector from each Ecology Regional Office.  The purpose of the EPA oversight inspection is: To evaluate the State’s inspector skills; (i.e., is inspector adequately trained? Does she/he have regulatory knowledge of that facility?, etc.). Jack prepares an oversight report after the inspection and shares this with the Regional Ecology Office Supervisor.  Jack reports that the Ecology inspectors’ performance continues to be more than adequate. 

* Commitment for Midyear Meeting & Reporting:

It was determined that the State is responsible for giving EPA a grant report once per year. Currently, the PPA commitment has been for Ecology to prepare and submit two reports/year for each grant.  However, this next PPA 2004-2005 will change this commitment to indicate that the hazardous waste program will need to only submit an end of year report and the midyear report will be optional.   It was also determined that the midyear meetings contain valuable mid-course discussions although would be held on an as “needed” basis.  

11:30-11:45
V.  Communications (Boller/all)
* TSD Network Manager Meetings. “Are these working?” 

Yes, they are a good forum.  It is possible quarterly meetings will take the place of the annual mid-year meeting.  
* Other Issues regarding communication between Agencies? None.

11:45-noon
VI.  Data Management 

*Data Management Clarification Requested between SF/TCP sites and RCRAInfo:

Terri Griffith and John Ridgeway (via the next data managers scheduled telecon) will determine next steps as to how to identify Superfund/TCP sites in the RCRAInfo database. This exercise will help inspectors confirm which RCRA facilities are subject to RCRA inspections.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

February 19

EPA’s OWCM and OSW Beginning of Year Plan Mid-Course Face to Face Meeting; Ecology invited.

March 6

“Tentative” Quarterly scheduled TSD Network Managers Meeting, Lacey WA (as of 2/27/03 meeting cancelled); 

May 6-7

Ecology’s All-Hands Meeting and Compliance training at Fort Worden, Port Townsend (Details forthcoming regarding availability of St funds to host EPA staff).

June 5,


Quarterly scheduled TSD Network Managers Meeting (@ Ecology’s NWRO).

Mid-June 

NW Environmental Business Coalition Meeting.  (Greg Sorlie will send EPA the announcement via WEB link)


