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Water Quality Program Final Status Report

As of June 30, 2003
This report reflects the status of work conducted by Ecology and EPA to meet the commitments in the 2001-2003 Performance Partnership Agreement.  The numbering system used below in the far left column was developed after completion of the Agreement.  Therefore, you will not see these numbers in the Agreement itself.  However, the numbered activities in this report follow the same order of activities in the Water Quality Section (Section 7) of the Agreement.  Some of the Ecology commitments in this Agreement serve as the workplan for the Performance Partnership Grant (PPG) awarded to Ecology.  The “Activity” column below notes which activities were completed using PPG funding.  Questions and comments concerning this report can be directed to Joe Witczak at the Department of Ecology.  Phone:  (360) 407-6499  Email:  jwit461@ecy.wa.gov 
	ACTIVITY
	EPA/ECOLOGY CONTACTS
	ECOLOGY RESPONSIBILITIES
	EPA 
RESPONSIBILITIES
	DUE DATE
	STATUS

	1.  NONPOINT POLLUTION CONTROL:  Improve water quality through implementation of Washington’s Nonpoint Source Management Plan and 319 Grant Programs.
(Funded by PPG)

	EPA:

Krista Mendelman

Ecology:

Helen Bresler

Bill Hashim
	Complete annual report describing the activities undertaken to implement the state Nonpoint Source Management Plan.  Report should include evidence that 319 funds were spent consistent with the Nonpoint plan. 
	
	Submitted to EPA in March of each year.


	The end of year report for activities completed in 2002 was submitted to EPA in February 2003.  We submitted the report earlier than normal in order to guarantee a quick response for EPA to process our 319 grant application by July 1, 2003

	
	
	Develop and submit Section 319 grant proposal to EPA
	EPA will review WA’s 319 grant submittal.  

EPA will process WA’s 319 grant.
	WA submittal of 319 grant to EPA by April each year.  

EPA will review grant submittal within two weeks of submittal.  

EPA will process grant within three months of submittal.
	The Water Quality Program prioritized its nonpoint needs and refined its 319 grant to reflect a two year workplan, which is in line with program biennial planning.  The grant was submitted in March 2003 and received approval. 

	
	
	Semiannual progress reports to EPA on activities funded in 319 grant
	
	Every six months after July 2001
	Progress reports have been submitted on time.  

	
	
	
	Meet face-to-face with Ecology at least three times a year to discuss progress of plan implementation and to participate in meetings of the State Nonpoint Workgroup 
	
	EPA has met with Ecology three times and participated in the Workgroup meetings.

	2.  WATERSHED WORK: State Watershed Planning Act is successfully integrated with CWA programs.  Protection and restoration of the Puget Sound / Georgia Basin Ecosystem shared by Washington and British Columbia.
(Not funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Mike Rylko

Krista Mendelman

Ecology:

Gale Blomstrom
	Coordinate and staff the implementation of Watershed Planning Units in 40 watersheds (WRIAs, water resource inventory areas)
	
	
	At present, 45 of Washington’s 62 WRIAs are represented by 36 planning units engaged in watershed planning and implementation. As of June 2003 Ecology has awarded 79 grants totaling more than $20 million to support these units.  Ecology has 20 FTEs providing support to these planning units. More information can be found at:  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/watershed/index.html

	
	Ecology:

Jerry Thielen
	Implement assigned and funded activities in Puget Sound Work plan and provide technical assistance to the Puget Sound Action Team
	Implement assigned and funded activities in Puget Sound Work plan and provide technical assistance to the Puget Sound Action Team
	
	Eighteen specific actions identified in the 01-03 Puget Sound Action Plan have been implemented by the Water Quality Program.  These actions relate to permitting, watershed assistance, shellfish protection, stormwater management and aquatic nuisance species.  Specific accomplishments can be found in the Action Team’s 12/31/02 publication “Successes and Challenges of the 2001-2003 Puget Sound Water Quality Workplan.  Ecology also assisted the Action Team complete the 2003-2005 Puget Sound Action Plan.  That document was finalized in August 2003.  The Water Quality Program is responsible for 18 specific actions in that plan.  Find this document and more at:  http://www.psat.wa.gov 

	
	Ecology:

Dave Peeler
	Participate in the Puget Sound/ Georgia Basin International Task Force and its workgroups and continue to assist implementation of the actions called for by the Task Force and workgroups and provide technical support to the Task Force
	Participate in the Puget Sound/ Georgia Basin International Task Force and its workgroups and continue to assist implementation of the actions called for by the Task Force and workgroups and provide technical support to the Task Force
	
	EPA and Ecology continue to participate in the Task Force which conducted a workshop on shellfish and water quality, developed an ecosystem indicator report, planned the 2003 research conference, and implemented recommendations that address aquatic nuisance species, marine protected areas, nearshore habitat protection and restoration, and comprehensive management of marine species.  The Task Force is developing a new action plan to guide its future activities.  Read more at: (Link removed: 04/01/05.)

	
	EPA:

Mike Letourneau

Ecology:

Mike Gallagher
	Co-chair the Toxics Workgroup and finalize a toxics action plan
	Co-chair the Toxics Workgroup and finalize a toxics action plan
	
	Ecology and EPA continue to co-chair this workgroup and has reviewed draft of the toxics action plan and the recommendations report prepared by EVS consultants.  The plan should be completed by November 2003 in the form of a status and trends report.

	
	EPA: Tom Eaton 

Ecology:

Dave Garland
	Work toward completion of phase 1 of ENVVEST related to the Puget Sound shipyard
	Work toward completion of phase 1 of ENVVEST related to the Puget Sound shipyard
	
	Phase 1 of this project was completed with the development of a technical master plan.  Phase 2 of the project is Implementation of that plan and has begun. Phase 2 of the project work continues with the completion of the Sinclair and Dyes Inlets’ tributaries sampling for fecal coliform.  Sampling results will be analyzed and employed in the fecal coliform TMDL technical study for Sinclair and Dyes Inlets. 

	3.   COLUMBIA AND SNAKE RIVERS: Restore and protect the water quality and aquatic habitat of the mainstem Columbia and Snake River systems in order to support human health and aquatic life, including threatened and endangered species.

(Funded by PPG)

	EPA:  Rick Parkin - temperature

Jannine Jannings - upper for TDG

Helen Rueda - mid and lower

Ecology

Mike Herold – TMDLs
Chris Maynard – Gas abatement plans
	Develop and implement a work plan for the development of TMDLs for the Columbia and Snake River mainstems for temperature and TDG
	Develop and implement a work plan for the development of TMDLs for the Columbia and Snake River mainstems for temperature and TDG
	By December 2002; done in conjunction with other related work plans on the rivers. 


	Workplans have been developed for both temperature and TDG.  Implementation of these workplans has begun.  The Lower Columbia TDG TMDL is complete and approved.  Public meetings on the Lower Snake TDG TMDL were held in spring 2003 and the TMDL will be submitted to EPA on August 29, 2003 and approved on September 30, 2003.  Public meetings on the Mid Columbia TDG TMDL should occur in winter 2003/4.  EPA is responsible for the temperature TMDLs.
Gas abatement plans were submitted to Ecology, reviewed and approved by program manager for the Snake and Columbia dam owners by March 31, 2003

	
	EPA: 

John Olson, IOO

Ecology:
Chris Maynard
	Participate FERC re-license proceedings, including technical assistance to applicants and 401 certifications
	Participate FERC re-license proceedings, including technical assistance to applicants and 401 certifications
	
	Ecology has 2.5 FTEs presently working on FERC relicenses based on expiration dates. Technical, policy and procedural guidance is being written. Guidance documents for staff and managers to be completed by October 31, 2004.

	
	EPA: 

Bob Robichaud
	Incorporate any TMDL waste load allocations into NPDES permits
	Incorporate any TMDL waste load allocations into NPDES permits
	
	TMDL waste load allocations continue to be incorporated into NPDES permits.  EPA is working with the Colville tribe to set allocations for tribal waters for total dissolved gas.

	
	
	Schedule the development and completion of other mainstem TMDLs
	
	
	No other schedules have been developed, but discussions have begun between the interested parties on future TMDLs.

	4.  WETLANDS PROTECTION AND RESTORATION: Protect and restore wetlands in Washington state.

(Not funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Gary Voerman 

Dick Clark

Ecology:

Andy McMillan
	Develop guidance for protecting isolated wetlands that documents the value of isolated wetlands and proposes steps to ensure adequate protection
	Develop guidance for protecting isolated wetlands that documents the value of isolated wetlands and proposes steps to ensure adequate protection
	Guidance completed by December 31, 2001
	A process for regulating isolated wetlands was developed and implemented starting in July, 2001 and has been on-going since then. Documentation of the value of isolated wetlands has been folded into the Best Available Science documents (below).

	
	
	Adopt state mitigation banking regulations and publish a guidance document.  
	EPA will review and comment on draft comments
	Adoption of state mitigation banking regulations by December 31, 2001.  Production of a guidance document on banking by June 30, 2002.
	The mitigation banking regulations were not implemented due to state budget cuts in 2002.

	
	
	Develop Best Available Science documents on wetlands
	Develop Best Available Science documents on wetlands
	Development and production of Best Available Science documents on wetlands for use by local governments by June 30, 2002.
	The development of BAS documents is proceeding and will be completed by April 2004.

	
	
	Provide training for local governments on wetland protection approaches
	Provide training for local governments on wetland protection approaches
	Completion of training workshops for local governments on wetland protection approaches by June 30, 2003.
	Work on the training workshops has been postponed until completion of the BAS documents.  Training workshops are anticipated by Winter, 2004.

	
	
	Complete Phase 3 of the Wetland Mitigation Evaluation Study
	Provide funding and oversight of the project
	Completion of Phase 3 of the Wetland Mitigation Evaluation Study by June 30, 2002.
	Phase 3 was completed in December, 2002.

	
	
	Development of wetlands guidance to assist with implementation of new Shoreline Management Act Guidelines
	Development of wetlands guidance to assist with implementation of new Shoreline Management Act Guidelines
	Done by June 30, 2002
	The wetlands guidance has been postponed pending adoption of new SMA Guidelines.  The Guidelines were delayed due to legal challenges

	
	
	Work together in identifying ways to integrate our understanding of large-scale ecological processes into wetland protection approaches
	Work together in identifying ways to integrate our understanding of large-scale ecological processes into wetland protection approaches
	
	A new, web-based tool for evaluating wetland impacts and mitigation at a landscape scale has been developed for glaciated areas of W. Washington.  Further methods will be developed in the future

	5.  POINT SOURCE PERMITS AND COMPLIANCE
	EPA: 

Bob Robichaud 


	
	
	
	

	5.a.
NPDES INSPECTION ACTIVITY

(Funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Bob Robichaud 

Ecology:

Carol Kraege
	The Industrial Section intends to continue to conduct NPDES compliance multi-media inspections of pulp and paper mills, oil refineries and primary aluminum smelters.
	
	Annually
	The Industrial Section manages 27 major facilities and has completed 71 inspections at 22 of them.  Of the remaining 5 facilities, 4 are shut down aluminum smelters and on is a shutdown pulp mill.

	
	Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Inspect major and targeted minor permitted facilities 
	
	During SFY 2002-03, July 1-June 30.
	Ecology has conducted 553 inspections at 80 major facilities and 385 minor facilities. 

	
	Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Ecology will forward copies of compliance inspection reports (EPA form 3560-3) for major facilities to Region 10.
	
	
	Ecology continues to forward these reports.

	
	EPA:

Jeannine Brown

Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Ecology will report the necessary inspection information for minor facilities to Region 10.
	
	
	Ecology continues to respond to EPA inquiries for information. Information on minor inspections sent to EPA (Boller) on 5/29/03.  Additional information for the period 7/1/02 through 6/30/03 was sent to EPA (Brown) in November 2003.

	5.b.
PRETREATMENT

(Not funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Sharon Wilson

Ecology:

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Dave J. Knight
	Ecology will report the number of pretreatment compliance inspections (PCIs) and audits conducted at POTWs) with approved pretreatment programs to Region 10.
	
	
	Ecology has provided this information as requested by EPA. Ecology conducted 4 audits and 10 PCI’s from July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2003.

	
	
	Ecology will forward copies of compliance inspection and audit reports (EPA form 3560-3) for Pretreatment POTWs to the Region 10 Pretreatment Coordinator.
	
	
	Ecology continues to forward these reports.

	
	
	Ecology will continue to provide EPA with Pretreatment POTWs in significant non-compliance (SNC) and Categorical Industrial Users (IUs).  
	
	Quarterly
	Ecology has provided this information upon EPA request, but not necessarily quarterly.  Delegated POTWs report annually all information required to assess their performance.  Inspections confirm this data.  Ecology consolidates information on inspections and sampling events performed on CIU’s and summarizes CIU compliance annually.

	
	
	
	EPA’s pretreatment coordinator will participate in Ecology’s work group meetings and conference calls as necessary.
	
	EPA will report on this.

	
	
	Continue to work together to improve the pretreatment program.
	Continue to work together to improve the pretreatment program.
	
	In the last year, Ecology has revised its tools for developing local discharge limits.  Ecology is committed to continuously updating guidance and tools for implementing the program and to jointly providing recurring training events with EPA.

	
	
	Ecology will conduct an audit of each delegated pretreatment program at least every 5 years and a visit (inspection or audit) of each POTW at least every 2 years
	
	
	Ecology has conducted an audit at 6 of the 9 delegated pretreatment facilities in the last 5 years.   Ecology has conducted a visit (PCI or audit) at 7 of its 9 delegated pretreatment facilities in the last 2 years.  

	5.c.  ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY AND REPORTING
(Funded by PPG)
	EPA: 

Bub Loiselle

Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Ecology will provide copies of enforcement actions to major facilities to EPA.
	
	
	This is an on-going task.  Ecology routinely provides copies of enforcement actions on major facilities to EPA for entry into PCS and publication on the web through the ECHO system.

	
	
	Ecology will report the necessary enforcement action information for minor facilities to EPA.  Data will be submitted in a timely manner to allow inclusion in national PCS data pulls.
	
	
	This is an on-going task.  When requested, Ecology provides reports on enforcement actions at minor facilities. Ecology has also worked with EPA’s contractors to update the information in PCS as needed.

	5.d.  NATIONAL WET WEATHER PRIORITIES

(Not funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Misha Vakoc

Ecology:

Foroozan Labib
	CSOs:  Ecology will include requirements to implement Ecology’s CSO rule in all NPDES permits to CSO facilities.  
	
	
	This task is completed.  Ecology has issued permits to all CSO facilities in Washington state.  These permits include requirements to comply with Ecology’s CSO rule.

	
	
	NPDES permit for CSO facility shall require compliance with an approved CSO reduction plan that includes public notification requirements and post construction compliance monitoring.
	
	
	This task is completed.  Every CSO facility in Washington state has a CSO reduction plan that is documented in an administrative order.

	
	
	SSOs: Ecology shall assure that all new NPDES permits written after July 2001 include language prohibiting SSOs and requiring reporting if such SSOs occurs.
	
	
	This is an on-going task.  Ecology has updated our shell to include this requirement.  As municipal permits are written, the requirements are added.

	
	
	Ecology will develop a report listing facilities with SSO problem 
	
	Provide EPA with report by October 2002.
	This is an on-going task.  Ecology has developed a report.  As incidents occur under the new permits, the reports will be forwarded to EPA.

	5.e.   STREAMLINE DATA MANAGEMENT: For information flow between Ecology and EPA to be effective and efficient so that both agencies can coordinate and meet their clean water responsibilities.
(Funded by PPG)
	EPA: 

Kristine Koch
Ecology:

Warren Opfer/Ed Alberto
	. Ecology will complete the interface to PCS.  Phase I will include facility, permit, and compliance data.  Phase II will include inspection and enforcement data using the interim data exchange format provided by EPA.  Phase III will transition to use of the CDX nodes, once the Ecology node is built and tested. 
	EPA will provide the final data exchange format for electronic input of PCS data.  Includes permit, facility, inspection and enforcement data.
	If the data exchange format is finalized by the end of April 2001 as planned, Ecology will complete the interface and begin uploads by September 2001.  If the format is delayed, Ecology’s interface will also be delayed. Phase I due date is July 1, 2003.  Phase II is July 1, 2004. Phase III is July 1, 2005.
	EPA HQ did not have resources available for the project to move forward until March 2003.  As a result the interface for phase I is currently being tested, but between 6 and 9 months behind.  It is hoped that the phase one interface will be complete and in production including the inspection data by Dec 1, 2003.  Then phase 2 will begin with a singular focus on enforcement.

	5.f.  POINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT THROUGH NPDES

(Not funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Bob Robichaud 

Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Ecology and EPA will implement an effective NPDES program under the MOU and the NPDES Compliance Assurance Agreement as agreed to by both agencies.
	Ecology and EPA will implement an effective NPDES program under the MOU and the NPDES Compliance Assurance Agreement as agreed to by both agencies.
	
	This is an on-going task.  Ecology continues to comply with the compliance assurance agreement and to meet periodically with EPA to promote consistency and coordination in compliance actions.

	
	
	
	EPA will continue to participate in WQ Program management meetings when topics are relevant to NPDES program implementation.  EPA will share with Ecology relevant information to NPDES implementation and water quality protection programs of other states in R10 and nationally to assist Washington
	
	EPA has participated in WQ Program management team meetings and has shared relevant information.

	
	Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Ecology will continue to manage and issue permits on a watershed basis.  
	
	Basins scheduled for permitting in SFY 2002 are Cedar/Greet, Eastern Olympic, Lower Yakima, and Spokane.  Basins scheduled for permitting in SFY 2003 are Skagit/Stillaguamish, Columbia Gorge, Horseheaven/Klickitat, Pend Oreille, and Upper Columbia.
	This is an on-going task.  Ecology issued 169 individual NPDES permits between July 1, 2001 and June 30, 2003.  Of the 169 permits, 99 of them were in the targeted basins.  

	
	Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Ecology has a goal to bring the backlog of permits below 10%
	
	By 2004
	Ecology has reduced the NPDES backlog from 24% on July 1, 2001 to 17% on June 30, 2003.

	
	
	
	R10 will review a limited number of permits
	Annually
	EPA will report on this item.

	
	Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	EPA and Ecology will develop the list of permits to be reviewed.
	EPA and Ecology will develop the list of permits to be reviewed.
	Not later than September of each year
	Ecology provided EPA with a list of permits to be written.  Ecology met with EPA, NOAA fisheries, and US Fish and Wildlife to discuss criteria for a list of permits that the federal agencies wanted to review.  EPA has not yet completed a list.

	
	Ecology:

Melodie Selby

Bill Moore
	Ecology will continue to manage the Phase I stormwater permit program.
	
	
	This is an on-going task.  Ecology continues to work with the Phase I permittees.  Ecology has completed the Eastern Washington model program.  Ecology has also set up 2 municipal advisory groups – one for Eastern Washington and one for Western Washington.  A report to the Legislature on how to move forward on municipal permits will be submitted in December 2003.  Ecology expects legislative action and that a new Phase II permit will be complete by December 2004.

	
	Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Ecology and EPA will meet to discuss strategically how any available resources can be used to begin to develop a Phase II stormwater program.
	Ecology and EPA will meet to discuss strategically how any available resources can be used to begin to develop a Phase II stormwater program.
	
	This is an on-going task.  See the status for the Phase I permit immediately above.

	5.g.  CAFOs
(Funded by PPG)
	EPA:

Joe Roberto

David Domingo

Ecology: 

Dave Peeler
	Ecology will develop and implement a non-dairy CAFO strategy and will continue to implement existing dairy program.
	
	
	Ecology reviewed and provided input to EPA’s recently issued AFO/CAFO rule.  Issuance of the rule was necessary before Ecology could develop a non-dairy CAFO strategy.  A major part of that strategy was completed by the Washington State legislature’s passage of Substitute Senate Bill 5889 which expanded the Dairy Nutrient Management Act beyond dairies to cover nutrient management for other livestock.  Another second significant part of the legislation was the transfer of responsibility for livestock operations, including non-dairy CAFO’s, from the Department of Ecology to the Department of Agriculture.  This change took effect July 1, 2003.  Ecology worked with the Department of Agriculture to clarify roles and responsibilities through a Memorandum of Understanding.  This MOU specifically addresses the need for the Department of Agriculture to continue the development of a non-dairy CAFO program.  



	5.h.  BIOSOLIDS

(Not funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Dick Hetherington

Ecology:

Kyle Dorsey
	A final draft application for delegation of federal biosolids program authority will be prepared and submitted to Ecology management for consideration.
	
	By 12/02 or earlier if possible
	Ecology’s Solid Waste and Financial Assistance Program managers decided not to pursue federal delegation at this time due to limited resources and large volumes of permitting, technical support, and enforcement related work activities.

	
	
	
	If submitted by Ecology, EPA will review the draft application for biosolids program authority and provide support in an effort to resolve as many issues as possible before formal submittal.
	
	N/A – see above

	
	
	
	EPA is currently revising performance measures for the national biosolids program and will work to reach agreement with Ecology.
	
	Revision of performance measures is still being worked on at EPA-HQ and has not been distributed to EPA Regional Offices.  Ecology is still willing to assist EPA.  Regardless of delegation, if EPA had reasonable requests for information, Ecology would extend cooperation to them.

	
	
	Ecology will use the Biosolids Data Management System or other readily available data management systems and other information available to report annually on the agreed upon performance measures
	
	Annually upon request by EPA
	EPA has not requested specific data at this time due to the absence of criteria (see above). Ecology’s data entry for the 2001 reports is complete.  The 2002 data entry until March 1, 2003.  The 2002 data entry has been completed and is available for summary.  EPA, however, is not doing much to support the Biosolids Data Management System so Ecology may abandon it shortly.

	6.  SEDIMENTS: Clean up and restore existing contaminated sediments and prevent future sediment contamination.

(Not funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Justine Barton

John Malek

Ecology:

Kathryn Carlin
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Issue a Sediment Update Cleanup Status Report for 2001
	
	
	A Sediment Update Cleanup report was published in April 2001.    The “Sediment Cleanup Status Report” was updated and published in June 2003, pub. No. 03-09-086.

	
	
	Support and provide recommendation as to future direction for Cooperative Sediment Management Program (CSMP) and MUDS project/process
	Support and provide recommendation as to future direction for Cooperative Sediment Management Program (CSMP) and MUDS project/process
	
	In August 2001, a determination was made by MUDS agencies not to pursue a multi-user disposal site.

	
	
	Publication of Maps depicting State owned aquatic land, identifying contaminated sediments
	
	
	This task has not been completed due to insufficient state ownership boundary data.  Currently working with Washington Dept. of Natural Resources to obtain geographical data necessary to identify contaminated state owned aquatic land.  Partial ownership boundary data received by Washington Dept. of Natural Resources. Data transfer necessary for map generation targeted for June 2005.

	
	
	Identification of 3 possible MUDS disposal sites
	
	
	In August 2001, a determination was made by MUDS agencies not to pursue a multi-user disposal site.

	
	
	Evaluation and ranking of 3 treatment alternatives for contaminated sediments
	Evaluation and ranking of 3 treatment alternatives for contaminated sediments
	
	This task is complete.  An alternatives analysis was presented at the Sediment Management Annual Review Meeting in May 2002.

	
	
	Cleanup of 2 woodwaste sites located in freshwater
	Cleanup of 2 woodwaste sites located in freshwater
	
	The woodwaste cleanup completed at Barbee Mill, Lake Washington was completed in Spring 2002.  The Quendall site in Lake Washington is targeted for woodwaste cleanup in Spring 2004.  Others sites are under review.

	
	
	Review and quality assure all data contained in the sediment tracking system
	
	
	This is an on-going task.  All sediment data are reviewed and the quality assurance level ranked prior to entry into the SEDQUAL Information Management System.

	
	
	Develop and publish a ranked listing of contaminated sediment sites
	
	
	This task is in progress. Ecology is currently incorporating sediment sites into the Toxics Cleanup Program facilities database for ranking and public disclosure.  The target completion date is June 2005.

	
	
	Acquire DNR GIS data and overlay SEDQUAL
	
	
	All DNR GIS data available was obtained by June 2001.  Much of the data were outdated or incomplete.  Currently working with Washington Dept. of Natural Resources to obtain usable data necessary to identify contaminated state owned aquatic land.

	
	
	Provide narrative and graphic display of information
	
	
	This task was completed in December 2001.  Ecology’s graphic ArcView/SEDQUAL interface enables users to map contaminated sediments with supporting narrative tables.

	
	
	Conduct monthly meeting of multi-agency taskforce
	Conduct monthly meeting of multi-agency taskforce
	
	Monthly meetings are ongoing among Dredged Material Management Program agencies.

	
	
	Conduct quarterly meeting of MUDS agency directors
	Conduct quarterly meeting of MUDS agency directors
	
	These meetings were discontinued after August 2001 when a determination was made by MUDS agencies not to pursue a multi-user disposal site.

	
	
	Provide continuing support for Spokane River, Lake Roosevelt, US Navy sites, Tacoma Asarco, Commencement Bay, Elliot Bay, Bellingham Bay, Duwamish River sites, and Columbia River investigations
	Provide continuing support for Spokane River, Lake Roosevelt, US Navy sites, Tacoma Asarco, Commencement Bay, Elliot Bay, Bellingham Bay, Duwamish River sites, and Columbia River investigations
	
	There is ongoing involvement at all listed sites.  Support is routinely provided to regional site managers by Ecology’s Sediment Management Unit on an ongoing basis.

	
	
	Provide general continuing support to regional offices on sediment cleanup issues
	
	
	Support is routinely provided to regional site managers by Ecology’s Sediment Management Unit on an ongoing basis

	
	
	Conduct sediment analysis and evaluation of marine and freshwater cleanup sites; review all known existing freshwater data available to Ecology
	
	
	This is an on-going task.  Analysis and evaluation of marine and freshwater cleanup sites continues in support of regional site managers as well as for 303(d) listing purposes.

	
	
	Select contractor for development and coordination of guidance document; develop and implement guidance for use in freshwater sediments
	
	
	Phase I of the contract was completed with publication of the freshwater guidance in September 2002, “Development of Freshwater Sediment Quality Values for Use in Washington State (Pub no. 02-09-050).”  Phase II of the contract was completed June 2003, resulting in the development of new freshwater sediment quality values for field testing and the addition of a new benthic in fauna abundance analysis tool in the SEDQUAL Information Management System.

	7.   GROUND WATER AND UNDERGROUND INJECTION CONTROL (UIC) PROGRAMS: Protect beneficial uses of ground water in WA State and meet state ground WQS.

(Funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Tim Hamlin

Kirk Robinson

Ecology:

Mary Shaleen-Hansen,

Laurie Morgan
	Ecology will provide training for WSDA on the Aquifer Vulnerability Project.
	
	Training completed by 12/31/01
	The Aquifer Vulnerability Project was completed in accordance with workplan.  The report and maps are out and available on the web.  Laurie Morgan has provided some training to the Department of Agriculture staff, and is available on a consultant basis to offer continuing support.

	
	EPA: 

Jennifer Parker
	Participate in IGWC; projects include statewide ambient ground water monitoring system, implementation of WA’s CSGWPP and implementation of Columbia Basin Ground Water Management Area MOU.
	Participate in IGWC; includes implementation of Columbia Basin Ground Water Management Area MOU.
	
	Ecology and EPA staff have fully participated in the IGWC, which has been coordinated out of Ecology.  In July 2002 the chair went to the Dept. of Health.  



	
	
	Ecology and EPA will have policy developed on how to consider ground water influences when developing a TMDL.
	Ecology and EPA will have policy developed on how to consider ground water influences when developing a TMDL.
	By 6/30/02
	The Environmental Assessment Program (EAP) at Ecology has taken several steps to incorporate ground water studies in TMDL studies.  For a background discussion, see the report, "Strategic Recommendations for Groundwater Assessment Efforts of the Environmental Assessment Program" at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0303009.pdf.  Specific applications of ground water studies used for TMDLs can be seen in the following three example EAP reports:

 

· Lake Whatcom TMDL Groundwater Support (Link removed 01/02/04)
· Walla Walla Temperature TMDL Groundwater Support (Link removed 01/02/04)
· Deschutes River TMDL Groundwater Support (Link removed 01/02/04)
· the Moses Lake TMDL Groundwater Study (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0303005.html)
· the groundwater technical support Ecology provided on the Lake Steilacoom TMDL grant project being run by the City of Lakewood
· Groundwater monitoring work in support of the Henderson/Nisqually TMDL  (Link removed 01/02/04)
· Groundwater support for the Wenatchee River TMDL  (Link removed 01/02/04)
For a map and links to EAP ground water studies, including all of those done in support of TMDLs, please see http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/eap/groundwater/underwaystudies.html.  Click on "completed" to see a map and links to completed studies.

	
	
	In working towards the Source Water Assessment Integration, Ecology will develop a compliance assistance/enforcement strategy to integrate the use of Washington Department of Health Source Water Assessments
	
	Completed by 12/31/01
	WQ groundwater staff met with DOH staff to work on a strategy for integration of the Source Water Assessments.  Suggestions for the strategy included maintaining knowledge and awareness of sensitive water supply areas; considering these areas when prioritizing pollution prevention activities and regulation; discussing with permit staff source water protection topics; and encouraging use of susceptibility ratings when prioritizing surficial aquifers for delineation and characterization.

Three Washington State documents contain language that requires UIC well owners or stormwater facility managers to meet the requirements of the Source Water Assessment Program.  They are:  1) the draft Chapter 173-218 WAC Underground Injection Control Program, 2) the Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington and the 3) Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington.

	
	
	UIC: Ecology will continue to submit the required quarterly UIC 7520 reports to EPA by the required dates
	
	Through 6/30/2003
	Ecology has submitted timely quarterly reports to EPA throughout this period.

	
	
	UIC: Ecology will conduct 10 UIC inspections with EPA’s assistance (if requested) conducted at various facilities throughout the state per year for two years
	Conduct joint inspections with Ecology staff to determine compliance with the State’s UIC regulations
	
	Ecology completed 2 inspections during this time period.   Unanticipated workload related to the UIC rule revisions required available groundwater staff to focus on the rule instead of the inspections. 

	
	
	UIC: develop a compliance/ enforcement strategy to implement the provisions in the new Class V injection well rule (for specifics, see PPA)
	Provide technical assistance for interpreting UIC rules and regulations.  Work with Ecology on issues relating to implementation of the new Class V injection well rules.
	
	This task will be completed as part of the Class V injection well rule process.  Developing a strategy to implement the provisions of the rule will occur through a requirement in the State Administrative Procedures Act, which is a required part of the rule revision process. This Act requires agencies to prepare an implementation plan. The implementation plan covers how the agency will educate the public about the rule, how to promote voluntary compliance, and how the rule will be enforced.  


The implementation plan will be filed with the final rule language.  The draft rule also requires well owners to retrofit UIC wells that are considered a high threat to groundwater. Provisions will include locating motor vehicle waste disposal wells in source water protection areas.


	
	
	UIC: Ecology will revise the State’s Underground Injection Control Program regulations.  Includes submittal of the State’s regulatory revision plan for formal concurrence.
	EPA will review and approve the State’s regulatory revision plan.
	Submitted to EPA by 5/31/01
	Revision of the UIC rule has been ongoing during this time period.  It was recognized that the UIC rule is linked to the E WA Stormwater Manual process that has been occurring, therefore UIC staff resources worked closely with this effort to make sure any rule revisions were complimentary to the stormwater manual.  A UIC Rule Advisory Group was established in October 2002, and met several times through June 2003.  In July 2003 a draft rule was sent to the Advisory Committee for review.  Since then, staff have worked internally to make the rule reader friendly, and to work through policy issues that have risen as a result of the Advisory Committee work. The completion date for the rule revision will be pushed back to December 2004 to accommodate policy issues, upcoming public workshops, and other related processes that are also in final phases of development (for example, stormwater manuals, Dept. of Health On-site system rule revisions).



	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to quarterly Ecology/EPA meetings to developing a process and protocol for conducting quarterly meetings
	Ecology and EPA commit to quarterly Ecology/EPA meetings to developing a process and protocol for conducting quarterly meetings
	Quarterly
	On schedule.

	
	
	
	EPA will meet face to face at least two times per year with Ecology to discuss programmatic issues
	
	Meetings occurred November 2001, March 2002, November 2002, April 2003, and November 17, 2003.

	
	
	
	EPA will provide technical assistance to Ecology when developing draft policies for ground water related documents
	
	As requested.

	
	
	
	EPA will provide training sessions for inspectors, technical staff, or periodic update training for rules and regulations
	
	As requested.

	
	
	
	EPA will work with Ecology when conducting enforcement actions such as issuing UIC Notices of Violation
	
	As requested.

	
	
	
	EPA will assist Ecology in the collection of injection well data
	
	As requested.

	8.  TMDLs: Identify waters not meeting state surface water quality standards and develop and implement effective clean-up programs that will result in attainment of water quality standards

(Funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

Christine Psyk

Ecology:

Ron McBride
	Ecology commits to develop and submit TMDLs for approval as required by the MOA and applicable federal rules and guidance.  This includes submittal of 14 TMDLs in SFY02 and 119 in SFY03.   
	
	
	Ecology submitted 36 TMDLs in SFY02 and 96 TMDLs in SFY03.  More info can be found at:   http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/index.html


	
	
	Ecology will identify and list at the beginning of each fiscal year the TMDL projects that are expected to be completed in that year and will provide to EPA an estimate of the number of TMDLs to be submitted each quarter
	
	
	This has been completed in June 2003.  A joint EPA Ecology meeting was held October 8, 2003 to coordinate new projects.

	
	
	Ecology commits to issue quarterly TMDL tracking and progress reports
	
	
	Ecology prepares quarterly tracking reports. More info can be found at:   http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/index.html
The next tracking report will be completed in December 2003.

	
	
	
	EPA commits to complete the annual TMDL progress report
	
	EPA will report on this item.

	
	
	Ecology commits to implement the actions identified in the April 2001 TMDL Workload Assessment 
	
	
	Ecology continues to implement the actions in this plan.

	
	
	Ecology and EPA will commit to semi-annual workload planning meetings
	Ecology and EPA will commit to semi-annual workload planning meetings
	
	These meetings have been conducted.

	
	
	
	EPA commits to implementing the TMDL redesign outcomes, including required time frames for review and approval of TMDLs
	
	EPA will report on this item no later than December 2003.

	9. ESA-CWA INTEGRATION: To efficiently and effectively meet the objectives and requirements of both federal acts using a collaborative, predictable process.

(Funded by PPG)

	EPA: 

John Palmer

Ecology:

Dick Wallace

Dave Peeler
	Ecology and EPA commit to participate on a state team to develop, in coordination with the Services, a strategy to implement the national and regional ESA/CWA MOAs, to determine priorities for Section 7 consultation of major CWA programs and key projects, and to conduct public involvement activities as appropriate
	Ecology and EPA commit to participate on a state team to develop, in coordination with the Services, a strategy to implement the national and regional ESA/CWA MOAs, to determine priorities for Section 7 consultation of major CWA programs and key projects, and to conduct public involvement activities as appropriate
	
	The regional ESA/CWA MOA has been abandoned.  However, EPA, Ecology and the Services have met to discuss ESA reviews of significant NPDES permits that Ecology plans to act on.  Ecology and EPA have provided the Services with information on planned permit activities.  The Services are in the process of deciding which of these permit actions they plan to review for ESA compliance.   Ecology adopted revisions to the state surface water quality standards and has submitted them to EPA for its approval; Ecology is coordinating with EPA and the Services on the ESA consultation process.  Ecology, EPA and the Services are exploring an appropriate consultation process for the Columbia River TMDLs that are in development. 

	
	
	Ecology commits to completion of its current rule-making proposals for the state surface water quality standards
	EPA commits to work with the Services to complete the ESA consultation process on the standards
	
	Ecology submitted a formal proposed rule for public review on December 19, 2002.  This submittal commenced the formal process for adopting revised water quality standards for Washington.  The proposal was out for public comment through March 7, 2003.   Ecology submitted a formal rule package to EPA for approval on July 31, 2003 for the water quality standards that were formally adopted by the State on July 1, 2003.  Staff have been available to assist EPA as needed during tribal and ESA consultation.   

	
	
	EPA and Ecology commit to develop a biological assessment of Ecology’s proposed revisions to the surface water quality standards
	EPA and Ecology commit to develop a biological assessment of Ecology’s proposed revisions to the surface water quality standards
	
	Now that Ecology has adopted the revised standards and submitted them to EPA as stated above, Ecology is available for assistance as requested by EPA.  

	
	
	EPA and Ecology commit to completion of the Regional Temperature Criteria Guidance Project.  Ecology commits to consider and incorporate the results, as appropriate, into its standards
	EPA and Ecology commit to completion of the Regional Temperature Criteria Guidance Project
	
	Ecology staff actively participated in EPA’s Regional Guidance project since summer 2001, and submitted formal comments on the draft guidance in November 2002.  EPA finalized the guidance in March 2003.

	
	
	EPA and Ecology commit to participate in the Agriculture, Fish and Water (AFW) process
	EPA and Ecology commit to participate in the Agriculture, Fish and Water (AFW) process
	
	Ecology continues to participate in the AFW process.  Through this process, Ecology helped develop a Comprehensive Irrigation District Management Planning Guidance manual which was adopted by the AFW executive committee.  The group also revised the Field Order Technical Guidance manual for agriculture practices in 4 northwest Washington counties. This document has yet to be approved by the AFW executive committee.  The AFW executive committee did approve a riparian buffer practice (391) that has now been adopted by NRCS for the state.  Ecology and WSDA are continuing to work with three pilot projects on CIDMPs, and are exploring additional funding for implementation and new projects.

	
	
	EPA and Ecology commit to continuing participation in the Forests and Fish process and to participate on the Cooperative Monitoring and Evaluation committee to identify and implement projects to evaluate the effectiveness of the forest practices rules
	EPA and Ecology commit to continuing participation in the Forests and Fish process and to participate on the Cooperative Monitoring and Evaluation committee to identify and implement projects to evaluate the effectiveness of the forest practices rules
	
	Ecology continues to participate in this process with 2 FTEs. Ecology has completed one season of temperature monitoring and has worked with the committee to review and prioritize adaptive management projects.  The committee is also defining the goals of the Forest and Fish process to achieve compliance with the Clean water Act.  In addition, Ecology is participating in preparation of a HCP, and is actively working to ensure that Clean Water Act issues are addressed.  We have jointly written a HCP chapter describing how Ecology’s responsibilities under the Clean Water Act fit in with the forest practices rules. 

	10.  WATER QUALITY STANDARDS: The development and adoption of water quality criteria and standards that will serve to protect and restore the biological, chemical and physical integrity of the state’s surface waters

(Funded by PPG)

	EPA:

Paula vanHaagen

Marcia Lagerloef

Ecology:

Susan Braley
Mark Hicks

	Ecology commits to complete its currently proposed rule making
	Review and comment on draft standards
	May 2002
Revised date:

July 2003
	Ecology issued a formal proposed rule for public review on December 19, 2002.  This submittal commenced the formal process for adopting revised water quality standards for Washington.  The proposal was out for public comment through March 7, 2003 and was presented at 8 public hearings.   Ecology submitted a formal rule package, including a finalized Environmental Impact Statement to EPA for approval on August 1, 2003 for the water quality standards that were formally adopted by the State on July 1, 2003.  
Ecology continued to assist with EPA’s Regional Temperature Criteria Guidance which was completed on April 28, 2003. 
Staff have been available to assist EPA as needed during tribal and ESA consultation.   

	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to develop the biological assessment for the current proposals
	Ecology and EPA commit to develop the biological assessment for the current proposals
	July 2002

Revised date: Spring 2004
	Ecology continues to be committed to working with EPA on this.  

EPA obtained contractor funds to assist with effects analysis. 



	
	
	
	EPA commits to working with the Services to complete ESA consultation for the current proposals
	September 2002
Revised date: Ongoing
	EPA continues to meet regularly with the Services and Ecology to flesh out potential ESA concerns.

	
	
	
	EPA commits to final action of the revised standards 
	October 2002
Revised: 

July 2003
	EPA is working proactively with Ecology, which hopefully will result in a faster final action.  EPA will work with the federal fish services to complete ESA consultation in a timely manner, but has not control over when final action is taken by the services on a biological opinion.  This will be addressed in the next PPA.

	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to participate in and help to complete the Regional Temperature Criteria Guidance 
	Ecology and EPA commit to participate in and help to complete the Regional Temperature Criteria Guidance
	November 2001
Revised date:

March 2003
	Ecology staff actively participated in EPA’s Regional Guidance project since summer 2001, and submitted formal comments on the draft guidance in November 2002.  EPA finalized the guidance on April 28, 2003.

	
	
	Ecology commits to evaluate the Guidance and either incorporate the guidance, or equivalent criteria, into the WQS
	
	March 2003
	The EPA Regional Temperature guidance was finalized 6 weeks after the public comment period closed on the proposed standards rule.  Nonetheless, Ecology reviewed the regional guidance for areas that could be incorporated into the final rule without requiring another public review.  Based on this review, the guidance pertaining to core and non-core spawning and rearing criteria was incorporated into the rule, using Class AA and A waters as equivalent levels of protection.  Numeric criteria for char and salmon spawning were also incorporated to be consistent with the guidance, using a narrative standard for application.

	
	
	Ecology commits to evaluate and take action on the Sauk River petition
	
	July 2003
	Ecology responded to the Sauk River petition indicating that the request to list Sauk River as a Tier III ONRW would be held up until the regulations on antidegradation implementation are approved by EPA.  Action on the petition will be taken up after that.

	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to development of a long-term strategy for the WQS.  Among other topics, the strategy will address the national WQ Criteria and Standards Plan
	Ecology and EPA commit to development of a long-term strategy for the WQS.  Among other topics, the strategy will address the national WQ Criteria and Standards Plan
	December 2003
	Each of the agencies are still committed to this. Currently this is postponed due to timing of recent rule adoption. Ecology is beginning to talk with stakeholders about future rules and how to tailor them to geographical areas.

	
	
	Ecology and EPA commit to coordinate with tribes on development of state and tribal water quality standards
	Ecology and EPA commit to coordinate with tribes on development of state and tribal water quality standards
	Ongoing
	Ecology has worked with tribes throughout the rule process.  Once the draft rule was filed, Ecology held a formal consultation meeting with tribes on February 20, 2003 and subsequent to that meeting met individually with tribes that requested. 

EPA held consultation meetings and technical meetings before Ecology finalized its rule. EPA began implementing its consultation process on Ecology’s Rule in August 2003.   



	11.  REPORTING: To assess the trends and direction of restoration and protection activities and environmental measures that can indicate the success or failure of water quality programs.

(Not funded by PPG)

	EPA:

Kerianne Gardner
Paula vanHaagen
Ecology:

Matthew Green


	Ecology will develop a draft 303(d) list in December 2001 and submit the final list
	
	Submit list by June 30, 2002
Revised dates:

List Policy - September 2002

Call for Data - October 2002

Proposed List –

April 2003

Final List to EPA – April 2004
	All states got a reprieve from meeting the April 2002 deadline for 303(d) lists.  EPA released new Integrated Report Guidance in November 2001, delaying Ecology’s process for getting its revised 303(d) policy out for public review.  The 303(d) policy was finalized in September 2002, and a 60-day call for data occurred from October – December 2002.  The much broader assessment of the five categories of waters suggested by EPA guidance has resulted in much more data being assessed.  This has led to additional delays in meeting the schedule.  Clean up of the database and a link to GIS is occurring, with an anticipated public review of the candidate list by December 2003.  During the public review, Ecology will request additional data and submit a final 2002/2004 list to EPA in the Spring 2004.
This project continues to have difficulties associated with software, staff turnover and the significant increase in data records that the agency analyzed.



	
	EPA: 

Gretchen Hayslip

Ecology:

Steve Butkus
	Ecology will develop a coordinated statewide monitoring strategy 
	
	
	The high priority monitoring tasks identified in the Action Plan for the Comprehensive Monitoring Strategy were not funded by the 2003 Legislature. A proposal for status and trend monitoring has been developed for possible funding from the Salmon Recovery Funding Board.  Efforts are underway to develop a Governor Executive Order establishing a Watershed Monitoring Council to improve coordination among monitoring entities.  The Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership is developing a Regional Monitoring Coordination Plan (due December 2003 by directive of the Governor’s of WA, OR, ID and CA). 

	
	EPA:

Theresa Pimentel
Paula vanHaagen
Ecology:

Susan Braley
	Ecology will annually update the 305(b) water quality assessment reports, with full reports in even numbered years and electronic updates in odd numbered years.
	
	Full report due April 1, 2002;

Electronic update due April 1, 2003
Revised report due Oct. 2002.
	All states were given a reprieve to submit their 305(b) Reports in order to allow states to do an integrated report for both 305(b) and 303(d) by October 2002.  Ecology finalized and submitted this report to EPA via email on July 16, 2002.  The report was also provided to EPA under a November 26, 2002 cover letter.  

	
	Ecology:

Melodie Selby
	Ecology will track permit issuance, inspection, enforcement and compliance activity, and issue reports as required
	
	
	Ecology continues to track this information through its Water Permit Life Cycle Tracking System (WPLCS) and issues reports as requested.

	
	EPA: 

Laurie Mann

Ecology: 

Ron McBride
	Ecology will track TMDL project and completion status and issue quarterly reports
	
	
	Ecology continues to track TMDL projects and completion status.  The most current information can be found at: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/index.html
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