 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


Minutes of the Mid-Year Review Meeting Between 



EPA Region 10 and Ecology for the Hazardous Waste Program
Date: February 14, 2002

Place: Ecology Headquarters, Lacey, Washington

Attendees: From EPA: Rick Albright, Tom Eaton, Jack Boller, Nina Kocourek, Howard   Orlean, Judy Stone, Lynn Williams.

From Ecology: Greg Sorlie, Darin Rice, Kay Seiler, Julie Sellick, Miles Kuntz, Ron            Skinnarland, Nancy Kmet, Elliot Zimmerman.

The meeting began with a round of introductions and approval of the agenda.  The meeting continued with the respective program managers giving an update of the current status of the hazardous waste program in the State and Federally.  Speaking for Ecology Greg Sorlie made the following points:

Program planning is starting for FY2003, there are some budget issues related to increased overhead costs.  It appears that any short falls will be covered by the current vacancy rate and it will result in no impact on Ecology’s ability to meet commitments in the Performance Partnership Agreement (PPA).

The legislature is in session but there are no significant issues for waste this session.     

Rick Albright from EPA made the following points: 

EPA will emphasize supporting environmental work with States and Tribes.  Current State program authorization is a priority. 

The Federal “Brownfields” program will be a national priority for RCRA(the hazardous waste program) and CERCLA clean-up activity.  Region 10 is currently working to identify potential candidates for this program.

EPA will be emphasizing a “one clean-up program” approach, a product stewardship program, and workforce development.

The current EPA budget has a 20% cut for extra-mural expenses, which includes contractor support for clean-up activities, and some cuts in the enforcement program funding.

EPA waste program priorities include corrective action work, improved communication with all stake holders and strong working relationships with States.

Next on the agenda was a discussion of the status of PPA commitments.  Ecology has established a site on the agency’s web page to post mid-year and end of year status reports prepared by Ecology and EPA. EPA will establish links to this site on the EPA web page. Representatives from each of Ecology’s offices involved in implementation of the hazardous waste program gave a status report.  The following information was presented:

Industrial Section- All inspection commitments are on track to be completed by the end of the fiscal year.  Most of the refineries are in a RCRA post closure mode for their regulated units.  Only Tosco has chosen to maintain a permitted hazardous waste storage unit.  Most of the aluminum smelters have been shut down and are not actively generating waste.

Nuclear Waste Program- The Hanford Thermal Treatment Unit permit is currently under development.  Inspection commitments are on schedule.  Work is progressing on settling issues with the site-wide permit and establishing a schedule for including the remaining operating units in this permit.  Allied Technologies Group has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy but expects to come out of it and continue operating.  Permit modifications for this facility are progressing.

Southwest Regional Office- Inspection commitments are on schedule.  Corrective Action work is progressing but some adjustments will need to be made to schedules. Ecology will be terminating interim status for the defunct Clean Care facility.  Permit modification work for the Phillip Tacoma facility to allow the closure of the Philip Georgetown facility will have some impact on Ecology’s resources for compliance work.

Northwest Regional Office- Inspection work schedule is very tight but on track thus far. Corrective action and closure commitments are on schedule.  There has been a considerable amount of joint work involving other Ecology regions and EPA to deal with Treatment/Storage/Disposal (TSD) facilities compliance and permitting issues. Boeing Everett has decided that it does not need a permitted storage unit and will move from the permit workload to the closure workload.

Central Regional Office- Inspection commitments are on schedule. Closure work is progressing at the U.S. Army Yakima Training Center and at Bay Zinc.  No permit modifications have been requested for the APEL facility in Richland. Environmental indicators have been met for the corrective action work at the Cameron Yakima facility.

 Eastern Regional Office- Inspection work is on schedule.  Corrective action work is proceeding at the Kaiser Trentwood facility.

Representatives from EPA then commented on the status of EPA commitments under the PPA.  The following information was presented:  

A final permit was issued to Noveon Kalama Chemical for a hazardous waste fueled boiler unit.

Work is progressing on reaching an agreement with Ecology and Philip Services for corrective action work to be done at the Philip Georgetown facility.  In the spring EPA will be transferring the corrective action lead for this site to Ecology. 

Although inspection data is being entered in a timely fashion Ecology did have problems entering enforcement data for actions taken against Philip Services sites.  EPA is working with Ecology to address the problem and to help Ecology improve their monthly review of data for QA purposes.

The procedure for updating Ecology’s Authorization is almost complete.  A final determination is expected by mid- March.  If the authorization is approved at that time it will become effective immediately. 

At this point in the meeting Jim Sachet of Ecology joined us to present an update on Ecology’s TSD initiative.  The goal of this program is to prepare legislation to take to the 2003 legislature.  This legislation would be designed to give Ecology resources and authority to more effectively prevent hazardous waste processors from going out of business and leaving Ecology and EPA with contaminated sites that require State and Federal money to fund clean-up activities. 

This presentation was followed by a discussion of the implementation of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) in Washington.  Ecology and EPA will meet to resolve ESA applicability and implementation issues for the Hazardous Waste program.

Next on the agenda was a discussion of the RCRA corrective action program in Washington.  EPA will be having a national meeting in April to discuss sites that will not meet the 2005 goal for compliance with environmental indicators for corrective action.

Hazardous waste permitting work in Washington appears to be on schedule to meet the 2005 national goals established by Congress and EPA.  

EPA asked for input on how the TSD network meetings were going.  There was general consensus that these meetings were valuable to assure good communication on the status of work on various issues involving TSD’s.

EPA announced that a Letter of Agreement between EPA and Ecology had been signed laying out roles and responsibilities for the management of the RCRAinfo database.

This concluded the business on the agenda and the meeting was adjourned.        
