WASHINGTON PPA MEETING BETWEEN ECOLOGY & EPA

WATER QUALITY POINT SOURCE PERMITTING
April 10, 2002, 1:30-3:30pm

Attendees: 

Bub Loiselle (EPA)

Theresa Pimentel (EPA)

Robert Robichaud (EPA)



Janice Sedlak (Ecology)

Melodie Selby (Ecology)

Dewey Weaver (Ecology)

Joe Witczak (Ecology)

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss progress on items regarding NPDES under the WA PPA.  The meeting started with introductions by everyone.  

· General

· Ecology noted that the statewide hiring freeze has prevented them from filling some key positions related to their efforts outlined in the PPA.

· Ecology offered to provide EPA with technical assistance at federal facilities
· NPDES Inspection Activity (5.a.)

· Ecology is over the target for inspections.

· Ecology inspects all facilities every year based on permitting schedule.  There are continuing inspections throughout the year.

· In regards to the compliance inspection reports from Ecology, timeliness is an issue, however, EPA is receiving them.

· In regards to reports on minors, EPA is waiting on July/August reports from Ecology.

· Pretreatment (5.b.)

· Ecology is meeting target

· Ecology will do a write-up.  Sharon W. will talk with Kevin F.

· Enforcement Activity and Reporting (5.c)

· EPA would like copies of Ecology enforcement actions on major facilities as soon as they are issued.

· Wet Weather (5.d.)

· Ecology is following through on this.  Ecology has included requirements to implement Ecology’s CSO rule in all NPDES permits to CSO facilities.

· SSO report timelines depends on filling an Ecology position.  This is a resource issue.  This action may have an alternate due date.

· Ecology indicated in an earlier meeting with EPA that re-issuance of Phase 1 MS4 permits and issuance of Phase 2 will be delayed.  EPA had previously asked that Ecology prepare an updated strategy for issuance.

· Data management (5.e.)

· PCS interface: Before any uplinks can happen, Ecology needs to clean up inactive PCS entries.  

· Training for coding permit condition – will happen end of May.  Coordinated by Jim Corpuz (EPA) and Janice Sedlak (Ecology)

· Ecology needs to get in contact with EPA HQ to see if they are interested with the PCS interface program.

· Backlog (5.f.)

· Ecology is struggling on overall backlog because of resources issues

· Ecology is going to look at backlog again this summer, around June

· Between now and 2004, Ecology needs to complete ~58 permits

· Ecology and EPA are concerned about the backlog.  In the near term, both Ecology and EPA will do an update of expectations.  An updated analysis for permit issuance will be prepared, and a draft will be shared with EPA.

· CAFOs (5.g.)
· Ecology has not written a formal CAFO strategy yet.  They are currently coordinating with the Conservation Commission and the NRCS to meet with industry stakeholders to discuss the needs and direction of a non-dairy CAFO program.  Ecology continues to manage existing NPDES permits for CAFOs.   Ecology continues to respond to complaints on livestock operations in our regional offices, contact the local Conservation District when we find problems and refer operators to the CD for assistance.  
· EPA will review the CAFO program annually and semi-annually.

· Biosolids (5.h.)

· This was not discussed. 
· Permit tracking (11)

· Ecology will track and report minor facilities to EPA as requested.


