



EPA FY2004 Mid Year Report

Introduction

This is a status report for the work that EPA Region 10 committed to do for the Hazardous Waste program in the FY’2004 Performance Partnership Agreement (PPA) with the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology).  This report covers work completed between 7/1/03 and 12/31/04. 

Information Management

EPA has participated in the RCRAinfo workgroup.  This work has involved, among other things, providing RCRAinfo reports and support to Ecology for data cleanup and QA.

Compliance Assurance

EPA participated in inspections with Ecology at the USDOE Hanford facility, Fort Lewis, NUWES Keyport, VA Hospital Spokane, Philip Kent, and Noveon Kalama.   EPA has assumed the lead in resolving compliance issues at Oeser in Bellingham.  EPA conducted inspections on the Colville, Tulalip and Yakama reservations. 

Technical Assistance

EPA has given technical assistance to Ecology on several issues involving the USDOE Hanford facility.   Place-based technical assistance has largely followed roles and responsibilities in the April, 2001 MOA between EPA’s RCRA and CERCLA programs.   EPA continues to act as the lead regulatory agency for ETF and tank waste delisting/LDR issues, with substantial collaboration with Ecology Kennewick staff.   EPA has also provided technical assistance to Ecology for ongoing permit modification work at the ATG facility in Richland. 

Closure and Corrective Action

EPA has completed the following closure and corrective action work:

QVL/Washington Veneer Omak:  EPA has provided comment on the tribal lead investigation and clean-up of the mill site.

Tecnal (AKA NW Petrochemical)

New wells were installed and sampled.  This showed that the contamination plume is wider than expected.  An agreement was reached with neighbors to allow access to install an off-site well.

Rhone-Poulenc

A barrier wall was installed as an interim measure.  Performance standards are not being  met.  EPA issued call for stipulated penalties for failure to perform.

Northwest EnviroService
Reviewed draft and revised RFI reports.

Reichhold
Reviewed CAMU order and corrective action order.  Reviewed framework permit.  Engaged in issues related to odor/air release in Tacoma area.

Boeing Plant II

Sediment sampling and characterization was completed.  The results are in dispute.  The PCB investigation is complete and the results are in dispute.

Permitting

EPA worked with Ecology to develop framework permits for incorporation of MTCA clean-up orders by reference into RCRA permits  for RCRA corrective action at Reichhold Tacoma,  Pier 91 Seattle, and Chlor-Alkali Tacoma.  

Authorization

EPA has provided comment to Ecology on draft rule amendments scheduled for public review in June.

Program Coordination and Contracting

EPA has participated in Ecology’s TSD networks, compliance network, implementation network, RCRAinfo workgroup and has engaged in daily interaction with Ecology on a wide range of questions and topics.

EPA has been providing contractor support for corrective action work at EPA lead sites.

Conclusion

EPA met the commitments in the PPA.  In most areas the actual expenditure of resources exceeded the commitment.
