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Water Quality Program Status Report

As of December 31, 2005
This report reflects the status of work conducted by Ecology and EPA to meet the water quality commitments in the 2005-2007 Performance Partnership Agreement.  The numbering system below corresponds to the numbering system in Section 14 of the Agreement titled Water Quality Program.  Some of the Ecology commitments in this Agreement serve as the workplan for the Performance Partnership Grant (PPG) awarded to Ecology.  The Activity numbers noted with an asterisk (*) are supported by PPG funding.  Questions and comments concerning this report can be directed to Jeannette Barreca at the Department of Ecology.  Phone:  (360) 407-6499; Email:  jbar461@ecy.wa.gov 
	ACTIVITY
	CONTACTS
	PPA #
	ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION
	STATUS

	1.  NONPOINT  SOURCE POLLUTION CONTROL

	EPA:

Rick Seaborne
Ecology:

Bill Hashim


	1A
	Ecology will implement the Ecology actions identified in Table 5.1 of Volume 3 of the Water Quality Management Plan to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution (2005) depending on available funds.  Ecology will submit an annual end-of-year report by February 15 of each year and EPA will review and provide a satisfactory progress determination to Ecology at or prior to awarding the CWA319 grant.  EPA will use these reports as the basis for determining continued eligibility for future CWA Section 319 grants.
	The majority of actions identified in Table 5.1 that are the responsibility of Ecology are actively being implemented.  Some are ongoing, and some are one time projects.  The end of year report on activities to implement the nonpoint plan was sent to EPA Feb 17, 2006.

	
	
	1B
	Ecology and EPA will submit and award the CWA Section 319 grant on a biennial basis rather than an annual basis.  For the years in which Ecology applies for the grant, Ecology will submit a grant proposal no later than March 31 and EPA will process the grant and provide funding no later than July 1 of that same year.
	The biennial grant was developed and accepted by EPA in April 2005.  The work plan is for two years.  All work plan elements are being implemented as agreed.  The two year work plan is proving to be both flexible and efficient for Ecology.  Ecology will submit the request for funding the second year of the work plan by March 31, 2006.

	
	
	1C
	Ecology will submit semi-annual CWA Section 319 grant progress reports by August 31 and February 15 of each year which cover the previous half of the state fiscal year.
	Individual progress reports from Ecology internal project and 319 grant recipients were sent to EPA on Feb 17, 2006, accompanied by the end of year report.  This year Ecology requested GRTS information from staff and external grant recipients, and fulfilling GRTS requirements took a bit more time.

	
	
	1D
	EPA will continue to work with Ecology and NOAA to get a determination that Washington’s Nonpoint Plan meets the requirements of Section 6217 of the Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization and Amendments of 1990.  EPA and NOAA will then provide for public review and comment on our draft findings, determinations, and recommendations from this review prior to completing program determinations and decisions.
	The document is still not approved.  Ecology submitted a revised section covering existing development in winter 2005, and it was approved. The 2 areas that remain unresolved are: 1) road maintenance not covered under a regulatory program, and 2) on site disposal systems.  Ecology met with EPA staff in June 2005, and discussed possible ways to get to approval.  EPA was encouraging about the possibility of getting our program approved.  We will send revised info on the two unapproved programs to EPA and NOAA this summer.  Lack of approval has resulted in WA losing nearly $1M in federal grants and may jeopardize additional funds if not approved soon.

	
	
	1E
	EPA and Ecology will meet following CZARA approval to identify any outstanding issues and discuss plans for implementing key program elements.
	The program has yet to be approved.

	
	
	1F
	Ecology and EPA will continue to participate on Forests and Fish committees and workgroups, particularly the Policy Committee and the Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation and Research (CMER) Committee.   Ecology and EPA will continue to work with DNR and other agencies on federal assurances associated with the Forests & Fish Agreement, including ESA assurances and CWA compliance.
	Ecology and EPA developed a paper for Forests and Fish participants on what information our agencies need to make a decision in 2009 on forestry-related TMDL priorities and implementation.  The final forest practices habitat conservation plan and environmental impact statement are being finalized.   Ecology has continued to work with DNR and other agencies on follow-up issues regarding ESA assurances and CWA compliance. Ecology continues to participate on the policy committee and CMER, and is also working on alternate plans, templates for small forest landowners, and other adaptive management issues.


	
	
	1G
	Ecology will input all past year 319 project data, including load reduction estimates as applicable into the Grants Reporting and Tracking System (GRTS).  All data for FFY 2005 and 2006-funded projects will be entered no later than April 1st, 2006 and 2007 respectively (PAM WQ-14).
	Ecology entered 319 data for FFY2005 into GRTS.  



	
	
	1H
	Ecology will report in the 2005 and 2006 NPS annual reports the number of watershed-based plans, supported under the State NPS Management Program since the beginning of FY 2002 that have been substantially implemented (PAM WQ-27).  Ecology will provide water miles/acres covered starting in 2005. The 319 incremental funds will be directed toward the development and implementation of watershed-based plans, under the 319 guidance, in Section 303(d) listed waters.
	On 12-13-05, Ecology submitted three watershed-based plans that meet PAM WQ-27, and listed five additional plans that may meet these requirements.

	
	
	1I
	To formalize the resources that should be consulted when developing DIPs, Ecology is revising its TMDL guidance to specifically reference the 6217 (g) guidance and other relevant guidance materials. In revising its TMDL guidance, Ecology should include a discussion of how the initial water quality assessment should evaluate potential stormwater impacts including thresholds or metrics which would trigger the need for more detailed assessment of potential stormwater sources and impacts.
	Ecology has referenced 6217 guidance and is still working on how to address the stormwater/TMDL connection in Washington’s TMDL guidance.

	2.   POINT SOURCE POLLUTION CONTROL 

	Pretreatment

EPA:

Michael Le
Ecology:

Dave Knight

                                                                                                      
	2A
	Ecology will conduct an audit of each delegated pretreatment program at least every 5 years and a visit (inspection or audit) of each pretreatment POTW at least every 2 years.
	Ecology will report on this by July 31, 2006.

	
	
	2B
	Ecology will forward copies of compliance inspection and audit reports (EPA Form 3560-3) for Pretreatment POTWs as soon as they are completed to:  Michael Le, Regional Pretreatment Coordinator, EPA Region 10, NPDES Permits Unit (OW-130), 1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 or fax to his attention at (206) 553-1280.
	Ecology’s intention is for these to be provided (mailed) to EPA as they are completed, and are therefore not part of this annual report.  EPA should notify Ecology of any reports that were not received within 90 days after the date of the PCI and/or Audit.  Ecology’s target is to get them to EPA within this time frame.


	
	
	2C
	Ecology will evaluate compliance status of all approved programs for significant non-compliance (SNC) and report the facility names and permit numbers of POTWs with approved pretreatment programs in SNC (in accordance with the violation criteria established for Pretreatment Program SNC) to the Region 10 Pretreatment Coordinator by July 31 of each year.  The report will cover the previous state fiscal year.
	Ecology will report on this by July 31, 2006.

	
	
	2D
	Ecology will report the facility names and permit numbers of Categorical Industrial Users (IUs) discharging to POTWs without approved pretreatment programs; and the Categorical IUs of that universe that have been determined to be in SNC to the Region 10 Pretreatment Coordinator by July 31 of each year.  The report will cover the previous state fiscal year.
	Ecology will report on this by July 31, 2006.

	
	
	2E
	Ecology and EPA will support and participate in the National Pretreatment Conference in 2005 and 2006.
	Ecology will report on this by July 31, 2006.

	
	
	2F
	EPA will seek additional grant funds to support an Ecology-sponsored pretreatment training event for Washington State.
	[EPA will report on.]

	
	Compliance and Enforcement

EPA:

Chris Cora 

Ecology:
Nancy Winters

	2G*
	Ecology will continue its inspection program of major and minor facilities.  
	This work is ongoing.

	
	
	2H*
	Ecology will forward copies of compliance inspection reports (EPA Form 3560-3) for major facilities as they are completed to: Jeannine Brown, Regional PCS Coordinator, EPA Region 10, NPDES Compliance Unit (OW-133), 1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 or fax to her attention at (206) 553-1280 or email to her at Brown.Jeannine@epa.gov. 
	Copies of compliance inspection reports are forwarded to EPA Region 10 as they are completed.



	
	
	2I*
	Ecology will provide copies of enforcement actions to major facilities as they are completed to: Chris Cora, State Oversight Contact, EPA Region 10, NPDES Compliance Unit (OW-133), 1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 or fax to his attention at (206) 553-1280 or email to him at Cora.Chritopher@epa.gov.   
	Copies of enforcement actions are forwarded to EPA Region 10 as they are completed.



	
	
	2J*
	Ecology will provide an annual report of state compliance inspections for NPDES Minors to EPA for each calendar year by January 31 of each year.  The report shall be forwarded to: Jeannine Brown, Regional PCS Coordinator, EPA Region 10, NPDES Compliance Unit (OW-133), 1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 or email to her at Brown.Jeannine@epa.gov.
	Ecology provided an annual report of state compliance inspections for NPDES Minors to EPA on January 19, 2006.

	
	
	2K*
	Ecology will manually report the following necessary inspection data for NPDES Majors, NPDES Minors, and Pretreatment facilities to Region 10 the first week of April and first week of October for inclusion in the Regions manual report(s) to EPA headquarters.  The report(s) will be mailed to the attention of Jeannine Brown, Regional PCS Coordinator, EPA Region 10, NPDES Compliance Unit (OW-133), 1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101, faxed to her attention at (206)553-1280, or e-mailed to Brown.Jeannine@epa.gov. 

The April report will include:  the total number of state inspections conducted July-December (first two quarters of the Inspection Year), and a facility specific list providing the NPDES number, major/minor indicator, facility name, type of inspection, and date of inspection.

The October report will include: the total number of state inspections conducted July-June (cumulative for the full Inspection Year), and a facility specific list providing the NPDES number, major/minor indicator, facility name, type of inspection, and date of inspection.

Ecology will ensure that the above reports will reflect all state inspection activity for the period indicated (not separate reports from the various State Regional Offices).
	Ecology reported this information to EPA via a letter to Jeanine Brown and Chris Cora dated October 12, 2005

	
	
	2L*
	Ecology will manually report the total number of NPDES State Judicial Referrals to the State Attorney General for the period October-September (full Federal/State Fiscal Year) for NPDES Majors and Minors to Region 10 the first week of October for inclusion in the Regions manual report to EPA headquarters.  The report should be mailed to the attention of Jeannine Brown, Regional PCS Coordinator, EPA Region 10, NPDES Compliance Unit (OW-133), 1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101, faxed to her attention at (206)553-1280, or e-mailed to Brown.Jeannine@epa.gov.
	There were no state judicial referrals between October 2004 and September 2005.



	
	
	2M*
	Ecology will manually report the following necessary enforcement action activity for NPDES Majors and NPDES Minors to Region 10 by the second week of April and second week of October for inclusion in the Regions manual report(s) to EPA headquarters.  The report(s) will be mailed to the attention of Jeannine Brown, Regional PCS Coordinator, EPA Region 10, NPDES Compliance Unit (OW-133), 1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101, or faxed to her attention at (206) 553-1280. 

The April report will include:  the total number of state enforcement actions issued in October-March (first two quarters of the Federal/State Fiscal Year), and a facility specific list providing the NPDES number, major/minor indicator, facility name, type of enforcement action, case docket number, and enforcement action date.
The October report will include: the total number of state enforcement actions issued in October-September (cumulative for the full Federal/State Fiscal Year), and a facility specific list providing the NPDES number, major/minor indicator, facility name, type of enforcement action, case docket number, and enforcement action date.

Ecology will ensure that the above reports will reflect all state enforcement activity for the period indicated (not separate reports from the various State Regional Offices).


	Ecology reported this information to EPA via a letter to Jeanine Brown and Chris Cora dated October 12, 2005

	
	
	2N
	The information to be submitted in 2H through 2N will no longer be provided in paper copy to EPA once the data is available electronically through the WPLCS/PCS database link.  
	This data is now available electronically through the WPLCS/PCS database link.

	
	Permits

EPA Contact:

Mike Lidgard
Ecology Contacts:

Nancy Winters
(Melissa Gildersleeve for 2S)

	2O*
	Ecology will reduce the overall NPDES backlog to 10% by July 2007.  Ecology will submit a draft “NPDES permitting plan” to EPA by June 1 of each year which covers the upcoming state fiscal year.   The plan will list the permits which Ecology intends to take action on and will note which of them are designated “high priority”.  Ecology will reduce the annually-established backlog of high priority permits to 5% by the end of each state fiscal year. (PAMS WQ-18 and WQ-29)
	Ecology (Witczak) provided this information to EPA (Lidgard and Vidanage) via email on 9/27/05

	
	
	2P
	EPA will review the NPDES permits to be issued by Ecology in accordance with the 1988 MOU between Ecology and EPA.  EPA will develop criteria in conjunction with Ecology to determine which permits they will review.  EPA will also work with the Services and Ecology to identify permits for which ESA consultation will occur.   
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	2Q
	Ecology will continue to assist the Department of Agriculture in the transition of the Dairy Program. Ecology will issue the final CAFO permit and be responsible for issuing coverage under that permit until Agriculture is given delegation authority.  EPA will actively work with Department of Agriculture to get NPDES permit authority transferred over to Agriculture. (PAM WQ-19)
	The public comment period for the CAFO permit was completed in January, 2006.  The final permit is under development.  Ecology and Washington State Dept. of Agriculture are working with a task force to develop legislation for delegation.

	
	
	2R*
	Ecology will participate in CWA 401 activities including FERC relicensing and dam oversight.  Ecology will participate in 401 hydropower certification activities; 401 hydropower certification follow-up; FERC relicensing; and/or dam oversight for Snoqualmie, Cowlitz, Jackson, Lewis, Packwood Lake, Box Canyon, Boundary, Spokane, Trinity, Chelan, Grant, Baker, Condit, Cushman, Douglas, and White River.  Ecology’s Regional Offices plan to make certification decisions on Chelan, Priest Rapids and Baker Projects.  Ecology will finalize FERC hydropower guidance for 401 water quality certifications.
	Ecology finalized a Guidance Manual for those involved in hydropower relicensing.  The purpose of the document is to assist utilities, resource agencies, tribes, other stakeholders and the public to understand Ecology’s roles and responsibilities as well as what they might see in their 401 certification. 

Ecology is actively engaged in 401 hydropower certification activities for the following dams: Snoqualmie, Cowlitz, Jackson, Lewis, Packwood, Box Canyon, Boundary, Spokane, Trinity, Baker, Condit, Cushman, Wells, Rocky Reach, Priest Rapids, Wanupum and White River projects.  Ecology also provides water quality program oversight for the federal dams on the Columbia and Snake Rivers. (2/2006)

	
	
	2S
	Ecology has developed an electronic Discharge Monitoring Report system (eDMR) that allows willing, individual NPDES permittees to enter their DMR data using a web-based tool.  Ecology will assess and attempt to use this system for general permits with monitoring requirements as those permits are issued or reissued. 
	Small facilities can use the electronic DMR system, but there still are region-specific issues to resolve.  Large facilities still can’t transmit bulk data, but Ecology is scoping a project to resolve this.

	
	
	2T
	Ecology and EPA will continue to explore the possibility of delegation of water quality regulation of federal facilities to the state.  Issues to be addressed include an assessment of the current status of the facilities, possible use of general permits, fees/grants to make the program self-sustaining, enforcement protocols, funding to support the transition, and expediting the development of any delegation agreement.
	Ecology does not anticipate pursuing the possibility of delegation of water quality regulation of federal facilities this year, due to staff capacity limitations.

	
	
	2U
	EPA will provide a list of items that Ecology should report regarding the NPDES permit program by July 1 of each year along with the due dates for each item.  Upon review of the list, Ecology will make commitments on those reporting requirements.  This information will be fed into the national program reporting system.  
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	2V
	Ecology and EPA commit to completing the WPLCS/PCS data link and migrating the link to ICIS NPDES as resources for that migration become available.  These efforts will improve the sharing of information between the agencies.
	As of February, 2006, data through December 2005 has been migrated via the completed WPLCS/PCS data link.

	
	
	2W
	EPA will develop a strategy to conduct a comprehensive NPDES program review targeted for the second year of this PPA period.  EPA will share the strategy with Ecology for comment prior to conducting the review.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	2X
	EPA and Ecology will review results of the EPA Profile report, identify follow-up actions, develop implementation schedules, and implement program enhancements as appropriate. (PAM WQ-17)
	[EPA will report on this.]

	3.  WATER CLEANUP PLANS (TMDLs) AND STANDARDS 
	Water Cleanup Plans

EPA: 

Laurie Mann

Ecology:

Melissa Gildersleeve


	3A*
	Ecology will complete and submit for approval 50 TMDLs (polluted segments) by June 30, 2006, and 50 TMDLs by June 30, 2007.  (PAM WQ-12)
	Since July 1, 2005, Ecology has submitted 7 TMDLs to EPA for approval.  In addition, Ecology:

Completed TMDL technical studies for Spokane River total dissolved gas (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0503010.html), Wenatchee River temperature (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0503011.html), Walla Walla River bacteria (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0503041.html), and Wenatchee River bacteria (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0503012.html).

Initiated 303d verification sampling for fish and shellfish in South Puget Sound (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0503116.html).

Initiated a pilot study to develop a Phase 2 stormwater loading methodology for use in TMDLs (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0503115.html).

	
	
	3B*
	Ecology and EPA will jointly implement Ecology’s TMDL redesign for streamlining and standardizing our TMDL production work.  This will include EPA staff time helping to produce standardized language to use in TMDLs, performing peer review of draft TMDLs, revising the format and content of TMDLs, participating in TMDL database development and evaluating cost effective TMDL technical study alternatives.
	Re-design planning completed in October and was rolled out to staff at a 2-day training.  Internal guidance documents are up on the web and available for staff to use. Templates are close to being complete and a separate training will be provided on how to use the templates. (2/2006)



	
	
	3C*
	Ecology and EPA will meet at least once per year to conduct workload planning and evaluation for the development and implementation of TMDLs.  This meeting will include both Ecology headquarters and regional office TMDL staff, and will be an opportunity to assess how we’re doing overall and to propose program changes we believe necessary to meet the goals of the 1998 Settlement Agreement and TMDL MOA.  Ecology will also provide EPA with annual lists of TMDLs to be completed for the upcoming year and to prepare annual TMDL progress reports for the previous year.  EPA will provide Ecology with information on TMDLs for federal facilities and tribal lands for the purposes of ongoing coordination.  At this meeting, Ecology will report on the pace to produce TMDLs that meets the existing settlement agreement schedule.
	This meeting was held on September 29, 2005. Information was exchanged on new TMDL projects (state FY06 List), EPA levels of priority, and, shortly after the meetings, identification of EPA reviewers.  A joint meeting is anticipated in September 2006 to review the FY07 projects.

	
	
	3D
	[Reserved]
	

	
	
	3E*
	Ecology and EPA will jointly agree on a strategy to address toxics listings in the Columbia and Snake River mainstems.
	Ecology is working on a strategy with EPA regarding Columbia/Snake River toxics listings.

	
	
	3F*
	Ecology will continue to work with EPA in EPA’s effort to issue and implement a Columbia River Temperature TMDL.
	Ecology, Oregon DEQ and EPA are jointly developing a plan to address 303(d) listed toxics in the Lower Columbia River.  Ecology's Environmental Assessment Program completed a one year monitoring study to re-assess toxics loadings from major tributaries to the Lower Columbia.  The results of this study, which was finalized in March 2005, are being used along with other information to develop a list of recommendations (including potential TMDLs) to address toxics in the Lower Columbia .

An effort has been made to start to focus on toxics for the mid-Columbia at the same time as the Lower Columbia. At the same time EPA has submitted the Columbia River to be a National Priority.  There have been a significant amount of meetings working on the toxic projects as well as trying to determine the measures for the National Strategy.  (2/2006)

	
	
	3G*
	Ecology and EPA will work together to ensure implementation of the Technical Master Plan developed in Phase 1 of ENVVEST at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.
	At Ecology's request, in December 2005 PSNS modelers conducted a "one year" model run using the actual precipitation data for 2003 as input. Ecology is reviewing the model output with staff of the state Department of Health, Kitsap Health District, and the Suquamish Tribe, to develop a proposal for Critical Conditions for the TMDL. The proposal will be presented to the larger Technical Steering Committee for the TMDL in April 2006.  

A second major accomplishment is completion of the Sinclair and Dyes Inlets Fecal Coliform Study commissioned by PSNS to support development of the TMDL, which was published as an Ecology Environmental Assessment Program Technical Report in December 2005.  The study summarizes new stormwater quality and quantity information that will prove useful as a planning tool for the County as well as throughout Puget Sound. 

The “Community Advisory Committee” (CAC) meeting in November  2005 included a presentation on Low Impact Development (John Cambalik, Puget Sound Action Team), and updates on the TMDL (Sally Lawrence) and other ENVVEST projects (Robert Johnston, ENVVEST Technical Lead). 

	
	
	3H*
	EPA and Ecology will work together to complete biennial progress reports to the Plaintiffs regarding implementation of the TMDL Settlement Agreement and to produce other messages about the progress of Washington’s TMDL program.
	This work is ongoing.

	
	
	3I*
	Ecology and EPA will work cooperatively to reassess how rigorous the technical portion of TMDLs needs to be for EPA approval. The goal would be to develop some alternate less rigorous strategies for addressing some criteria.
	This work is ongoing.

	
	
	3J
	Where Washington is engaged in a TMDL that has cross border issues EPA will provide the leadership for brining those issues to resolution.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3K*
	EPA and Ecology will jointly work together to identify and implement innovative approaches for addressing temperature listings with reduced rigor or other jointly agreeable innovative ideas.
	Ecology is considering a Western Washington Forest Service TMDL.  Ecology has a pilot project in Eastern Washington for implementing temperature BMPs without doing a TMDL.  Other innovative ideas for addressing temperature listings are still being considered.

	
	
	3L
	EPA will assist Ecology on how best to integrate stormwater permitting requirements and TMDLs. EPA will work with Ecology to design and develop improved methodologies for incorporating, expressing, and approving waste load allocations for stormwater within TMDLs
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3M*
	Ecology will continue to develop Detailed Implementation Plans (DIPs) to implement TMDLs.  The DIPs are watershed-based plans some of which are supported by the CWA 319 program.  Ecology will track the implementation of these DIPs and report on implementation.  (PAM WQ-47)
	Ecology is tracking DIP implementation and will report on it as part of the state 319 reports.

	
	Water Quality Standards

EPA:

Ecology:

Melissa Gildersleeve


	3N*
	Ecology and EPA will continue to work towards final approval of the revised state water quality standards.  This includes Ecology’s previously submitted demonstration that their adopted standards for bacteria in coastal recreational waters meet EPA’s standards. (PAMs #33 and WQ-6)
	Ecology adopted revised water quality standards on July 1, 2003 and subsequently submitted them to the EPA for review and approval.  EPA initiated consultation with the Services and Tribes. The federal ESA agencies, the state’s tribes, and EPA have decided that portions of the new standards need to be changed to gain approval by EPA.  The key changes include: a) upgrading the aquatic life classifications of many of the state’s rivers to “core rearing”, and b) applying supplemental spawning criteria (9C and 13C) to many rivers.  Ecology remains ready to respond to a formal approval/disapproval action by EPA.  Ecology expects to initiate a corrective state rulemaking proceeding to address the two key issues noted above immediately after EPA completes its review.  Any revised state rule will again need to go through a EPA review process.  

	
	
	3O*
	After the revised standards are approved by EPA, Ecology will provide a timely response or schedule to address requests for Tier III waters, UAAs or other tools.  Ecology will discuss their potential schedule with EPA for those changes requiring EPA action (i.e., approval).
	At this time (March 2006), Ecology has not yet taken an approval action on the standards.

	
	
	3P*
	Ecology will provide outreach and training on implementing key elements of the standards after they have been approved by EPA.
	At this time (March 2006), Ecology has not yet taken an approval action on the standards.

	
	
	3Q*
	Ecology will develop and maintain a website to house guidance and policy decisions on interpretation and implementation of the water quality standards.
	This is under development, but will not be implemented until after EPA takes an approval action on the standards.

	
	
	3R
	EPA will provide comments on all guidance or draft rules related to the implementation of the water quality standards during any public review period established by Ecology.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3S*
	Ecology will provide technical assistance to others in the development of UAAs, variances, and other tools where the change in a standard appears appropriate and will consult with EPA when appropriate.  
	UAA guidance has been drafted, submitted to public review, and now under further revision.  The current draft is on Ecology’s webpage.  Ecology has been trying to secure funding assistance from EPA to complete the economic assessment portion of the guidance. 

For the time being, the parties developing a UAA for the Spokane have withdrawn their petition for rulemaking – and the accompanying UAA.  Ecology continues to work with entities in Spokane to find a mutually satisfactory resolution of water quality issues in the Spokane system.  If a UAA is submitted again we will want EPA assistance reviewing that document.

Ecology has not heard back from the City of Quincy regarding how they would like to proceed with the UAA that they submitted to the department. EPA will be notified and involved in this effort as soon as the City’s intent is made known.  However, it appears the city will try to meet the criteria assigned to the waters without first having the designated uses changed via a UAA.

Ecology and Columbia Basin irrigators have been working to design a UAA for supply canals in the Columbia Basin Irrigation Project.  EPA has provided technical feedback on that process which we think will make the project successful.

Ecology would like EPA to remain ready to assist in  reviewing draft guidance for conducting UAAs and for assisting with feasibility guidance.

	
	
	3T*
	Ecology will continue to support UAA activities across the state by providing outreach, education, and technical assistance.
	This work is ongoing as requested by interested parties.

	
	
	3U*
	EPA will work with Ecology and other Region 10 states to make sure there are clear and consistent messages and approaches for approving UAAs. This includes coordinating federal regulatory policy calls on guidance developed by states.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3V*
	EPA will take an active role as a partner with Ecology in reviewing the first few UAAs developed or reviewed by the state.  EPA will provide a timely response to UAAs and other tools requiring EPA action that Ecology submits to EPA for approval or review.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3W*
	Ecology will initiate the next Triennial Review process (PAM WQ-5) by beginning to implement the long term strategy developed in 2004 for developing water quality standards, guidance, and training programs.  The long term strategy developed by Ecology will be used at statewide public workshops to identify and prioritize issues for development as part of the triennial review process.
	Ecology is waiting for a decision from EPA on the current standards before initiating the next Triennial Review process.

	
	
	3X
	EPA will provide feedback to Ecology on Washington’s Nutrient Management Plan, which was submitted March 2004 as part of the State’s long term strategy.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3Y
	EPA will assist Ecology by providing access to their library for research into water quality standards issues – this would take the form of both providing literature searches and then securing copies of state identified research publications.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3Z
	EPA will take the lead in developing a dispute resolution process to resolve conflicts created by setting different standards on shared waters (tribal and state jurisdictional boundaries).  
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3AA
	EPA will provide information to Ecology on tribal water quality standards in a timely manner, and will work with the tribes to encourage outreach to state governments and the state’s non-tribal citizens.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3AB
	In lieu of adopting new fish tissue criterion for mercury, Ecology will implement its PBT Strategy to address mercury in Washington State.  (PAM FS-1)
	Implementation of the PBT strategy for mercury is in progress.

	
	
	3AC*
	Ecology will begin the process of developing the 2006 Integrated Report to EPA.  (PAM WQ-8) 

Tasks and activities include:

· Revise Policy 1-11 through a public review process.  Policy 1-11 includes the methodology for placing waters on the 5 categories of the integrated report, as well as meeting the Credible Data Act.

· Explore whether the segmenting system now in place should be revised.

· Start the public “call for data” after Policy 1-11 is revised.  Target date for starting is October 2005.

· Conduct a public review of the draft 2006 Assessment.
	Ecology submitted the final Integrated Report, called Washington State’s 2004 Water Quality Assessment, to EPA on June 2, 2005.  EPA formally approved the 2004 303(d) List (Category 5 of the Assessment) on November 4, 2005.  Work has now started on the 2006 listing process, which will include revisions to the listing policy, incorporation of the Credible Data Act requirements, and a new call for data.  Ecology WQ and GIS staff attended a meeting in Portland with EPA to discuss the segmentation system.  Ecology’s long-term strategy is to move towards the National Hydrography Data Set (NHD) when EPA completes the NHD layer for the 1:24,000 scale.  Washington’s 2004 Water Quality Assessment can be found on Ecology’s website at:  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/303d/2002/2002-index.html

	
	Water Quality Assessments

EPA:

Ecology:

Melissa Gildersleeve
	3AD*
	Ecology will work to develop an alternate process for TMDLs to deal with the large number of temperature listings in the state, based on protection of fish habitat and riparian areas.   The concept of a programmatic pollution control plan for temperature that is designed to protect beneficial uses will be explored as well as other alternatives.
	Ecology is considering a Western Washington Forest Service TMDL.  Ecology has a pilot project in Eastern Washington for implementing temperature BMPs without doing a TMDL.  Other innovative ideas for addressing temperature listings are still being considered.

	
	
	3AE*
	Ecology will continue to work on the WQ Assessment database to correct errors and make the basis statements more transparent for determining the status of the waterbody listings.
	This is an ongoing process.

	
	
	3AF
	EPA will provide a timely review of the 2002/2004 Water Quality Assessment.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3AG*
	EPA will work with Ecology to determine a more sustainable (resources) way to address temperature issues in Washington.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3AH*
	Ecology will complete revisions and begin implementation of its draft monitoring strategy based on the “Elements of a State Monitoring and Assessment Program.”  That draft was submitted to EPA Region 10 on January 3, 2005.  Revisions will be based on: 1) direct feedback from EPA on the submitted draft, 2) results of a joint Ecology – EPA meeting planned in March 2005 to discuss statewide monitoring priorities, and 3) results of a monitoring workshop planned for March 2005 under the auspices of the Governor’s Monitoring Forum.  Revisions to Ecology’s draft monitoring strategy should be completed by June 30, 2005 to guide monitoring priorities and budget allocations in the 2005-2007 biennium.  (PAM WQ-7)
	Ecology submitted its final "Clean Water Act Monitoring Strategy for Washington State" (Ecology publication No. 05-03-034) to EPA Region 10 in September, 2005.  The strategy is being used to guide monitoring priorities and develop budget proposals to fill monitoring gaps identified in the document. 



	
	
	3AI*
	EPA will work with Ecology to articulate a coordinated strategy that will help Washington track performance of its water quality programs.  EPA will identify priority tracking and monitoring needs.  Ecology, in collaboration with EPA, will design a monitoring and tracking strategy to meet those needs.  Issues to address as part of the strategy design will include the way in which monitoring is conducted, the way in which water quality segments are defined, and the way that TMDL and nonpoint BMP effectiveness monitoring are done and reported.  This strategy will guide the prioritization and management of monitoring resources.  Changes to the strategy will be developed through a collaborative process between the two agencies.


	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	3AJ*
	Ecology will develop a report when it submits its latest revision of the Water Quality Assessment that tallies and justifies the number of water bodies that have moved from Category 5 to Categories 1 through 4, as well as the number of water bodies delisted.
	Information on the Water Quality Assessment results were provided to Lisa Jacobsen at EPA in November, 2005.

	
	
	3AK*
	EPA and Ecology will jointly explore the pros/cons of Ecology uploading or getting data to EPA in an ADB format. As part of this assessment Ecology and EPA will jointly determine the cost/resource impacts. Based on Ecology's Assessment in 2000 the ADB system had significant drawbacks.  (ADB had just come out and NHD was not yet available for Washington State).  EPA guidance states that any database with equivalent fields was acceptable.  Washington’s WATS database was designed around the data elements defined in ADB Ecology and EPA need to evaluate whether the data fields are compatible. (PAM WQ-9)
	A joint meeting between EPA and other Region 10 states to discuss the ADB format was held in Portland in October, 2005.  Ecology staff who work on the database for the Water Quality Assessment participated.  At the end of the meeting, it was agreed that Washington’s database was adequate to provide information equivalent to the ADB.  Ecology has agreed to work with EPA to submit future listing information compatible with the ADB format.

	
	
	4A
	Ecology will continue to manage the Phase I stormwater permit program.  This includes construction, industrial and municipal stormwater permits.  
	This work is on-going.

	4.  STORMWATER (INCLUDING CSOs and SSOs)
	EPA:

Kristine Karlson

Misha Vakoc

Susan Poulsom
Ecology: 

Bill Moore & Nancy Winters

	4B
	Ecology will provide EPA by July 31, 2005 a schedule for the re-issuance of the phase I municipal stormwater permits, and a schedule for the issuance of the phase II municipal stormwater general permits. (PAM WQ-20)
	This schedule was provided by Ecology (Bill Moore) via a June 30, 2005 email to EPA (Kristine Karlson, Misha Vakoc, and Susan Poulsom).  The updated schedule is as follows:

Issue Phase I Stormwater General Permit 

Performance Measures:

Issue Preliminary Draft for Public Review - May 2005 (Done)
Provide Public Workshops - June - August 2005 (Done)

Issue Final Draft Permit and Fact Sheet for Public Review - February 2006 (Done)

Provide Workshops and Hearings March - May 2006

Issue Final Permit and Fact Sheet - late September 2006 (estimate)

Issue Western Washington Phase II Stormwater General Permit

Performance measures:

Issue Preliminary Draft for Public Review by May 2005  (Done)

Provide Public Workshops - June – August 2005 (Done) 
Issue Final Draft Permit and Fact Sheet for Public Review – 
     February 2006 (Done)

Provide Workshops and Hearings March - May 2006

Issue Final Permit and Fact Sheet - late September 2006 (estimate)

Issue Eastern Washington Phase II Stormwater General Permit  

Performance measures:

Issue Preliminary Draft for Public Review by July 15, 2005 (Done)

Provide Public Workshops - September 2005  (Done) 

Issue the Final Draft Permit and Fact Sheet for Public Review
     February 2006 (Done)

Hold Public Workshops and Hearings March - May 2006

Issue Final Permit and Fact Sheet - late September 2006 (estimate) 


	
	
	4C
	Ecology will continue to include requirements to implement Ecology’s CSO rule in all NPDES permits to combined sewer overflow (CSO) facilities.  Ecology’s rule is equivalent to the nine minimum controls outlined in EPA’s 1994 CSO Control Policy.  NPDES permits for each CSO facility shall also require compliance with an approved CSO reduction plan that includes public notification requirements and post construction compliance monitoring.
	This work is on-going.

	
	
	4D
	Ecology will assure that all new NPDES permits include language prohibiting sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) and requiring reporting if such SSOs occur.  
	This work is on-going.

	
	
	4E
	Ecology will implement the industrial stormwater general permit by providing technical assistance, data management and enforcement.
	This work is on-going.

	
	
	4F
	Ecology will issue a revised construction stormwater general permit by October 31, 2005.  As part of this re-issuance, Ecology will also address the phase II construction stormwater permit requirements. (PAM WQ-20)
	The revised construction stormwater general permit was issued November 16, 2005.

	
	
	4G
	Ecology will prepare an annual SSO report card.  The report will include a list of SSO events, estimated volumes and solutions.  The report will be submitted by April 1 of each year and cover the preceding calendar year.
	The report card will be issued in April of each year.

	
	
	5A(1)*
	Ecology will implement the ground water quality standards through State Waste Discharge Permits and discharges to ground within NPDES permits. 
	Regional hydrogeologists in Ecology’s Northwest, Southwest, Central, and Eastern regional offices write State Waste Discharge Permits for discharges to ground water and work as internal consultants to other permit writers on ground water issues.  Some examples of this work are:

Regional staff have addressed ground water issues at facilities such as Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO), municipal wastewater treatment facilities and food processors.
At the request of Eastern Regional Office WSU soil scientists completed an All Known Available and Reasonable methods of prevention, control and Treatment (AKART) assessment of food processing wastewater treated through land application at a Columbia Basin facility. The technical review concluded that the land treatment system is not AKART and not protective of the ground water.  Additional requirements will be added to the facility’s discharge permit.    
Innovative monitoring strategies, such as vadose zone monitoring are in place and being demonstrated at certain facilities to ensure the protection of ground water quality while minimizing monitoring cost.     

Regional staff are identifying operating facilities that do not have permits for their discharges and making technical assistance contacts to bring their facilities into compliance with water quality requirements.

Individual CAFO permit review is being coordinated at Ecology headquarters, as permits come up for renewal.  Completed site visits at CAFOs with ground water quality concerns and worked with operators to improve wastewater management.  

	5.  GROUNDWATER

	EPA: 

Jennifer Parker Kirk Robinson
Ecology:

John Stormon

	5A(2)*
	Ecology will provide technical support for ground water protection at large multi-media projects (i.e. SeaTac Runway, LOTT, Buckhorn Mine, Holden Mine, etc.) and general permits (i.e. Sand and Gravel and CAFO General Permits, etc.).  Ecology will provide ground water monitoring technical assistance to permitted facilities to improve the quality and consistency of sample collection and ground water compliance data. 
	Regional hydrogeologists in Ecology’s Northwest, Southwest, Central, and Eastern regional offices work as internal consultants for lead permit staff and directly with projects such as, the Buckhorn Mine (formerly Battle Mountain Gold) and Spokane County Water Reclamation.   Some examples of this work are:

SeaTac Runway expansion: NWRO Hydrogeologist worked closely with the Port of Seattle in development of the Embankment Fill Monitoring Plan.  The fill embankment will be composed of 17 to 20 million cubic yards of material that extends approximately 8,700 feet in length, up to 1400 feet in width, and up to 165 feet in depth. 

Individual CAFO permits are being renewed and brought into compliance as appropriate.

Deep exploratory drilling for oil and gas is taking place in the Columbia Basin.  Ecology reviewed plans, made site visits and assisted operators in locating appropriate wastewater management options.   

Large current or former metals mining operations in Eastern and Central region are proposed or in transition.  Regional staff worked closely with other agencies and the facilities to ensure that ground water quality is protected.  The facilities include: Kinross Gold, Van Stone Mine, Buckhorn Mountain Gold Mine and Holden Mine (CERCLA Site).
Regional Hydrogeologists provided technical assistance to facilities by assisting with ground water monitoring programs and liner issues.  These include: Kittitas County, Ochoa Foods, National Frozen Foods, Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF), Pasco, Reserve Silica, Talking Rain Beverage Company, Republic WWTP, Dunes Lake Development, Moses Lake, Riverview Subdivision, Seven Bays Resort, Crescent Bar, Lakeview Terrace Mobile Home Park, Nichols Brothers Boatyard, Hyer Silage Operation, , Badger Lake Estates WWTP, WEYERHAEUSER SMITH ISLAND WOODWASTE LANDFILL, GEORGIA-PACIFIC WEST, INC. HILLTOP WOODWASTE LANDFILL, COUNTY CONSTRUCTION RECYCLERS (CCR) DEMOLITION WASTE LANDFILL, Benton County Ethanol Facility, City of Spokane Valley, Warden Industrial WWTP and Basic American Foods

	
	
	5A(3)*
	Ecology will review and analyze hydrogeologic reports, engineering reports, plans and specifications, operation and maintenance and monitoring plans relating to point and nonpoint activities.
	Regional hydrogeologists in Ecology’s Northwest, Southwest, Central, and Eastern regional offices review hydrogeologic assessments, engineering reports as well as groundwater monitoring plans and results submitted for individual permits.  Some examples of this work are:

Technical assistance was provided on monitoring plans for many facilities and agencies, including the US Forest Service related to mining. 

Completed a fact sheet to accompany the “Guidance on Land Treatment of Nutrients in Wastewater, with Emphasis on Nitrogen”. 

	
	
	5A(4)*
	Ecology will provide expert witness to the Pollution Control Hearings Board during permit appeals.
	Few permit appeals addressing ground water quality issues were heard at the Pollution Control Hearings Board during this reporting period.   Many appeals that were filed have been settled prior to a PCHB hearing.

This work occurs when permits are appealed. Regional hydrogeologists with direct permit involvement in Ecology’s Northwest, Southwest, Central, and Eastern regional offices are most likely to testify.

	
	
	5A(5)*
	Ecology will provide technical assistance on ground water issues including nonpoint source pollution, Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs), nutrient management, agriculture, and sand and gravel mining operations.
	Regional and Headquarters hydrogeologists continue to work with lead stormwater staff developing guidance for stormwater infiltration and discharge to ground.  

Headquarters Hydrogeologist is supporting lead permit staff in reviewing individual CAFO permit documents related to ground water issues to protect ground water quality.
Headquarters Hydrogeologists worked with NRCS in developing and revising conservation practices for Nutrient Management CP # 590 and completed developing a Winter Manure Application Practice. 

Hydrogeologist served on WDNR sponsored committees to revise current statutes governing surface mining, oil and gas operations.  

	
	
	5A(6)*
	Ecology will assist local governments with selected complex hydrogeologic issues on a resource-available basis.
	County staff are supported by headquarters and regional hydrogeologists in Ecology’s Northwest, Southwest, Central, and Eastern regional offices when requested for such issues as large mines, stream channel gravel mining, stormwater management and Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas.

Ecology worked with the Columbia Basin GWMA to add Lincoln County to the GWMA.  Columbia basin irrigation districts opposed adding water resource and ground water depletion related issues to the GWMA scope of work.   Ecology issued a revised order to the Columbia Basin GWMA adding Lincoln County to the planning area but deferred action on the proposal to expand the scope of work to include water resources and aquifer depletion issues. 

Troutdale Sole Source Aquifer Petition:  Staff have reviewed this petition for sole source aquifer designation submitted to EPA.  Although the state does not have a defined role in this federal program, Ecology intends to act as a peer reviewer for the EPA, providing comments and suggestions as technical documents are prepared.  

In Central Region, staff worked with Yakima County and the Washington Department of Agriculture responding to ground water contamination observed in domestic drinking water wells.  The source of this contamination is suspected to be agricultural and CAFO operations. Documented widespread contamination of the shallow aquifer could lead to the formation of a GWMA.

	
	
	5A(7)*
	Ecology will provide inter-program technical peer review of reports and activities affecting or related to ground water.
	Staff is reviewing the report by the Ecology Shorelands and Environmental Assistance program: Protecting Aquatic Ecosystems: A Guide for Puget Sound Planners to Understand Watershed Processes.  This is a method to integrate planning across hydrology (wetlands, floods, groundwater, streams) and will be used to plan for critical areas.  Groundwater is a vital component of the hydrologic system and so should include planning for Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas.  There is a proposal before the legislature for two pilot projects to support local government planning using this approach.

	
	
	5A(8)*
	Ecology will develop and provide ground water quality related information as staff resources allow such as: web site reports, mapping of aquifers, and areas of known contamination.
	A pilot ground water study funded by EPA was completed in the Centralia-Chehalis area.  Primary goals of the study were to:  1) refine the technical approach, and 2) evaluate the resources required to conduct a project of this scope.  During 2006, a follow-up report will be published summarizing project costs and lessons learned from this study.    http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0503040.html (funded through Federal 104b grant and state contributions)
Central Region Hydrogeologist continues to work with WDNR sampling runoff from abandoned mines in Washington.  Three reports of study results have been published to date.  Sampling continues, results will be published in subsequent documents. 

We are in the planning stage for updating the ground water website.

	
	
	5B(1)*
	Ecology will develop and amend permitting manuals and guidance documents to address difficult issues and assure consistent implementation of ground water standards statewide.  Guidance documents and permitting manuals will assist both permit writers and permit applicants in understanding the issues that must be addressed in permit applications.
	This work is on-going through headquarters and regional hydrogeologists in Ecology’s Northwest, Southwest, Central, and Eastern regional offices.  

The Ground Water Quality Implementation Guidance, Appendix A has been updated to include changes in standards that have occurred since 1996.  The revision helps staff and the regulated community to access the latest applicable ground water standards.

Continued to work with the Toxics Cleanup Program on issues related to independent cleanup sites using UIC wells to introduce substances that promote in-situ remediation.  

Worked with the Board of Health and Ecology’s Solid Waste Program to develop dead animal disposal rules   

Worked with stormwater staff to develop stormwater manuals for eastern and western Washington. 

Assisting with work to update the Criteria for Sewage Wroks Design.
Assisting with additions to the Water Quality Permit Writers Manual.

	
	
	5B(2)*
	Ecology will investigate TDS ground water issues to assist regional staff in protecting ground water quality.  Ecology will work to develop strategies for addressing TDS such as guidance for permit writers.
	Regional and headquarters Hydrogeologists responded to permit staff request for policy on TDS discharges from water treatment plants.   The continuing strategy will be to continue to address this issue as permits are renewed.

	
	
	5B(3)*
	Ecology will investigate BOD in ground water at land treatment sites.  Ecology will work to develop strategies for addressing BOD issues such as guidance for permit writers.
	Hydrogeologists continue to observe the effects of BOD on ground water quality at land treatment facilities.  Strategies for addressing these issues have not been developed to date.

	
	
	5C(1)*
	Ecology will continue to participate in the onsite sewage system rule revision being conducted at the WDOH including: being an active member of both the Technical Review Committee and the Rule Development Committee;  providing technical assistance on impacts to ground water quality; and recommending direction to WDOH on rule requirements that are consistent with the ground water quality standards.
	Ecology hydrogeologic staff worked with Washington Department of Health (DOH) in their rule revisions for small on-site septic systems.  The Small on-site rules were adopted by the State Board of Health on July 13, 2005.  Ecology is focusing efforts on on-sites in areas that represent a risk to marine water quality such as Puget Sound and Hood Canal.  

Ecology staff have participated in several meeting to assist Puget Sound Action Team and Mason County PUD in developing decentralized wastewater treatment options in the Hood Canal basin. 

Ecology and DOH management and staff have participated in several high level meetings to improve coordination of each of our programs for permitting different portions of large on-site systems. These efforts will continue into the next reporting period and beyond.   

Ecology continues to offer a loan program to local health jurisdictions that provide loans for the repair of failing on-site systems operated by low income home owners.  (loans are funded through other sources.)

	
	
	5C(2)*
	Ecology will work to protect ground water through permitting large on-site systems that use mechanical treatment with capacities between 3500gpd and 14,500gpd and all systems larger than 14,500gpd.
	Provided technical assistance to State Parks and Department of Corrections on Ecology’s permitting of Large On-site systems.  Each agency is considering upgrades to their current wastewater treatment.

Developed an Ecology position paper addressing Ecology’s permitting of new technologies and systems that discharge treated wastewater to the subsurface.  This should help to assure consistent inter-regional permit decisions.

	
	
	5C(3)*
	Ecology will work with WDOH to better coordinate each agency’s permit requirements and to draw on each agency’s expertise in permitting all large on-site systems.
	Continued with efforts to better coordinate between the agencies, including co-authoring an issue paper between Health and Ecology describing the current permitting programs and possible improvements.  These efforts will continue in the next reporting period.   

	
	
	5C(4)*
	Ecology will assist local health jurisdictions, when requested, in their permitting of small on-site systems in difficult locations and in assessing cumulative water quality impacts from small on-site systems.
	Ecology has received few requests from local health for this assistance during the reporting period.   

	
	
	5D(1)*
	Ecology will conduct a public involvement and comment process on the proposed rule, including public workshops, hearings and responding to the comments.
	The UIC rule revision public involvement and comment process occurred between July 6, 2005 and ended on September 15, 2005. From September through December 2005, Ecology responded to comments and completed the documents required by the Washington State Administrative Procedures Act for a rule revision. 

	
	
	5D(2)*
	Ecology will, if no substantial changes are made based on public comment, adopt a revised rule by September 30, 2005. 
	The UIC rule was adopted on January 3, 2006 and will go into effect February 3, 2006.

	
	
	5D(3)*
	Ecology will complete the EPA primacy packet for the UIC program by January 31, 2006.  This includes updating MOU’s with other appropriate state agencies. 
	A primacy package will be completed if EPA determines that WA’s UIC rule revisions are significant. Ecology intends to update the Memorandum of Understanding between the Washington State Department of Health, Department of Natural Resources and EPA if necessary.

	
	
	5D(4)*
	Ecology UIC staff will work with the stormwater unit to develop guidance for UIC wells used to manage stormwater.
	During the 2005 UIC rule revision public involvement process, the technical guidance for stormwater management was also out for public comment. Ecology received several comments on the guidance and will update it after the UIC rule is adopted. At least two stakeholder workshops will be held in 2006.

The draft Technical Guidance for UIC Wells that Manage Stormwater has been completed.   We have received comments and are in the process of making changes to the document.  At least one meeting is planned to discuss issues raised by commenters.  

	
	
	5D(5)*
	Ecology will implement the UIC rule program by completing out- reach activities to better educate the public and private well owners on the rule program and to update the Ecology’s UIC website to include web based registration and accessibility to the database. 
	Ecology will continue the public outreach efforts on the UIC rule revision. A UIC brochure will be completed and distributed by Ecology’s industrial stormwater inspectors and complaint responders, and available to the public through local government programs. The registration form and web site will be revised to include the rule changes. It is Ecology’s intent to update the database and allow public accessibility.

	
	
	5E(1)*
	Ecology will provide technical assistance to owners of private and publicly owned UIC wells.  This includes answering phone and email inquiries on the rule and the database.
	Technical assistance to well owners is an on going process. The majority of the compliance issues are related to rule authorization of stormwater management wells and wells used at ground water and soil clean up sites.

	
	
	5E(2)*
	Ecology intends to submit reports to EPA in a timely manner.  As the preferred EPA report format is amended, Ecology will continue to work with EPA to ensure the appropriate information is provided in a format that meets each agencies needs.  Ecology will submit inventory, inspection and closure information to EPA electronically.
	As noted in 5H, the EPA UIC reporting requirements are uncertain and are in the process of being updated. Ecology will work within the EPA revised reporting timeline as it is being updated.

	
	
	5E(3)*
	Ecology will update the UIC database to facilitate batch uploading, data accessibility, coordination, tracking, and decision support.
	We have completed a database design and are in the process of developing the prototype database.  We have designed forms for UIC registration and batch uploads for jurisdictions with many UIC stormwater wells.  We have proposed a web-based registration form which will free up resources from data entry tasks.  We hope to use the EPA TRI site locator with the web form to aid UIC registrants in locating their UIC well lat/longs.

	
	
	5E(4)*
	Ecology and/or EPA may conduct UIC inspections in Washington State.  When UIC wells are found to be out of compliance, Ecology and/or EPA will take appropriate actions to correct the situation.
	Ecology will continue to conduct inspections as time allows. The regional stormwater inspectors conduct several UIC inspections per year and provide technical assistance to the well owners when a facility is found out of compliance.

	
	
	5F(1)*
	Ecology will be represented on the IGWC as a core work group member by attending and actively participating in IGWC meetings including, soliciting expertise on specific issues, and following up on commitments made (such as participating on sub-committees, reviewing documents, etc).   Ecology will maintain the listserv for the IGWC on the Ecology Groundwater website.  This includes serving as Listserv Manager, sending out pertinent groundwater information to the listserv, and updating the listserv as necessary to keep current.
	IGWC has not been active this year.  We have proposed that meetings be scheduled and we have suggested agenda items ready to go.  The next scheduled meeting is March 8, 2006.  The IGWC will be an important venue in the coming year if the bill passes the legislature that requires state guidance for Critical Areas to undergo peer and public review and to meet the “Best Available Science” standard.

	
	
	5F(2)*
	Ecology will support planning and will participate in Washington Hydrogeology Symposiums.
	We have staff acting as secretary on the symposium board providing services and participating in planning and execution.  Meetings are occurring on the order of monthly.  

Ecology was a Sponsor and staff presented at the Groundwater Under the Pacific Northwest Symposium in November.  

	
	
	5F(3)*
	Ecology will participate, when appropriate, in the Ground Water Protection Council efforts to protect ground water quality and safe drinking water.
	Ecology staff participated in the Ground Water Protection Council’s annual summit held in Portland OR during this reporting period.  

	
	
	5F(4)
	EPA will actively participate on the IGWC.
	See 5F(1).

	
	
	5G(1)*
	Ecology will ensure that regional staff have access to WDOH data and have mapping capabilities, including GIS training as needed, so they can apply source water assessment information when working on permits and other issues.  
	Ecology includes this information in the Facility/Site Identification System database.  The Facility/Site Identification System is available to all Ecology Staff through our intranet site.  

	
	
	5G(2)*
	Ecology will provide technical and educational efforts on source water assessment by working with local jurisdictions on Critical Aquifer Recharge Area ordinances related to the protection of groundwater, and will consult with DOH as needed.  These efforts will improve the ability of local jurisdictions to provide enforcement, education, and technical assistance efforts for source water protection throughout the state.
	Staff are providing assistance on request.  Technical assistance ranging from information to review and comment has been provided to the City of Newcastle, Grays Harbor, Thurston County, McCleary, and WSDOT on a project in Whatcom County. Staff has also been involved with review of legislation involving Critical Areas, which includes Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas.  The legislature would like to provide more support as the Critical Areas updates for the smaller jurisdictions come due.  Many of these are in E. WA.

	
	
	5G(3)*
	EPA will convene and participate in meetings with Ecology and WDOH as needed to discuss issues such as: incorporation and use of WDOH’s source water assessments website and related information, transfer of Ecology data to WDOH for use in the source water assessments, and other issues related to protecting ground water resources.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	5H*
	The PPA covers a two year time frame, EPA targeting and reporting requirements are uncertain at this time and are subject to change on an annual basis, targeting and reporting requirements for Ecology's groundwater programs will be negotiated on an annual basis (should be completed by October 1st each year) and will be incorporated into the PPA by reference.  Reporting dates will be set in the negotiations and are likely to be related to the Federal fiscal year cycle.
	[EPA will report on this.]

	
	
	6A
	Ecology will update the Sediment Cleanup Status Report biennially.
	Ecology is currently working on a site database project to support automating the next scheduled Sediment Cleanup Status Report update.  The report is updated every two years, with the most recent published and posted on the Ecology’s at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0509092.html.

	6.  SEDIMENTS
	EPA:

John Malek

Ecology:

Kathryn DeJesus
	6B
	Ecology will implement a field validation plan to determine the reliability of newly identified freshwater sediment quality values as predictors of toxicity in a variety of freshwater ecosystems.  This will include the development of needed scientific bases to support revision of the Sediment Management Standards (SMS), Chapter 173-204 WAC, to adopt freshwater standards.
	Work to implement the field validation plan, is currently on hold by Ecology’s Toxics Cleanup Program policy unit due to resource restrictions.

	
	
	6C
	Ecology will develop guidance to support the cleanup of wood waste sediment sites in the state.
	Ecology has hired staff to work on wood waste cleanup guidance and plans to have an internal draft in late 2006.

	
	
	6D
	Ecology sediment staff will provide ongoing support to water quality staff for the compilation of the 303(d) Impaired Water Bodies list as related to sediment quality.  This will include establishing procedures in program policy to determine sediment impacted water bodies for 303(d) listing purposes based on SMS rule interpretation.
	Ecology sediment staff developed procedures to identify water bodies impaired by sediment quality for input to water quality staff for 303(d) listing consideration.  Information on the current listing can be accessed at the following website:  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/303d/2002/2002-index.html

	
	
	6E
	Ecology will continue to participate with the Bellingham Bay Pilot partners in implementing planned Bellingham Bay cleanup and restoration plan actions.
	Ecology continues to actively participate in the Bellingham Bay Pilot project on an ongoing basis to effect cleanup on a number of sediment sites.  Technical and legal issues involving the Port of Bellingham and Georgia Pacific have been resolved and cleanup plans are back on track for marina redevelop.

	
	
	7A
	Ecology will develop water quality performance measures and report these to EPA on a semi-annual basis by August 31 and February 28 of each year.  
	Ecology developed a list of performance measures that will be reported to EPA throughout the term of this PPA.  The list was provided to EPA (Bryan and Ennes) via email on 10/31/05.



	7. ADMINISTRATIVE
	EPA:

Sue Ennes

Ecology:

Joe Witczak
	7B
	Ecology will provide a written status report on the commitments in this PPA to EPA on a semi-annual basis by August 31 and February 28 of each year.  Ecology will post this status report on their PPA website.  
	Ecology developed the reporting form and shared it with EPA (Bryan and Ennes) via email on 10/31/05.

	
	
	7C
	Ecology and EPA water quality managers will meet annually to discuss key water quality issues and progress in meeting the commitments in this PPA.  EPA will organize and host the 2006 meeting and Ecology will organize and host the 2007 meeting.
	Ecology and EPA managers last met on  8/25/05 to discuss a variety of issues including strategic planning, priorities, and new initiatives.

	
	
	7D
	EPA will participate in Water Quality Program management meetings when necessary to coordinate an effective water quality program.  EPA will provide Ecology with relevant information on implementing water quality regulatory programs including water quality protection programs of other states to assist Ecology.  EPA will notify Ecology of any federal law, regulatory change, or policy interpretation that would necessitate a change in State law to maintain a delegated program. Ecology will work with EPA to develop appropriate responses to such notifications.   
	[EPA will report on this.]
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