
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness 
and Response Summitand Response Summit

between the State of Washington between the State of Washington 
and the U.S. Coast Guardand the U.S. Coast Guard

Public MeetingPublic Meeting
June 12, 2007June 12, 2007

3 pm3 pm



WelcomeWelcome

•• Coast Guard & Ecology IntroductionsCoast Guard & Ecology Introductions

––Tim Thompson, FacilitatorTim Thompson, Facilitator
––Dale Jensen, Spills Program ManagerDale Jensen, Spills Program Manager
––CAPT Bill Devereaux, Prevention Division ChiefCAPT Bill Devereaux, Prevention Division Chief



Presentation OutlinePresentation Outline

•• Partnership Themes & MissionsPartnership Themes & Missions
•• Summit ProcessSummit Process
•• Recent Trends in Oil SpillsRecent Trends in Oil Spills
•• Our Current WorkOur Current Work
•• Shared Strategic Work PlanShared Strategic Work Plan
•• What WeWhat We’’ve Heard So Farve Heard So Far



Summit & Partnership ThemesSummit & Partnership Themes

Regional PartnershipRegional Partnership
•• Continue to pursue safety and environmental protection Continue to pursue safety and environmental protection 

initiatives, and coordination of our activities with regional initiatives, and coordination of our activities with regional 
organizations and local community groups.organizations and local community groups.

•• Existing forums:Existing forums:
–– Harbor Safety Committees, Oil Spill Advisory Council (OSAC), Harbor Safety Committees, Oil Spill Advisory Council (OSAC), 

British ColumbiaBritish Columbia--Pacific States Oil Spill Task Force, Regional Pacific States Oil Spill Task Force, Regional 
Response Team (RRT)/Northwest Area Committee (NWAC) and Response Team (RRT)/Northwest Area Committee (NWAC) and 
others.others.



Summit & Partnership ThemesSummit & Partnership Themes

Public TrustPublic Trust
•• Continue to promote public visibility and involvement to Continue to promote public visibility and involvement to 

our programs.our programs.

CommunicationCommunication
•• Continue to improve communication and information Continue to improve communication and information 

sharing.sharing.

Public OutreachPublic Outreach
•• Continue to pursue public education and outreach Continue to pursue public education and outreach 

initiatives to inform volunteer groups and the general initiatives to inform volunteer groups and the general 
public on oil spill issues.public on oil spill issues.



Mission EmphasisMission Emphasis

PreventionPrevention
•• Assure that sufficient measures are in place to prevent Assure that sufficient measures are in place to prevent 

spills by reviewing efficacy of current prevention spills by reviewing efficacy of current prevention 
programs and implementing innovations where needed.programs and implementing innovations where needed.

•• Maximize inspection resources and minimize duplication Maximize inspection resources and minimize duplication 
of work.of work.



Mission EmphasisMission Emphasis

PreparednessPreparedness
•• Ensure that personnel are trained and that appropriate Ensure that personnel are trained and that appropriate 

response equipment is preresponse equipment is pre--positioned and available for positioned and available for 
effective spill response.effective spill response.

•• Maximize oil spill readiness through review of Maximize oil spill readiness through review of 
contingency plans, exercises and drills to identify contingency plans, exercises and drills to identify 
potential improvements.potential improvements.



Mission EmphasisMission Emphasis

ResponseResponse
•• Respond to spills aggressively and in a coordinated Respond to spills aggressively and in a coordinated 

manner.manner.

•• Continue to research new response technologies and Continue to research new response technologies and 
capabilities, and invest in them if appropriate.capabilities, and invest in them if appropriate.



Overview of SummitOverview of Summit

•• Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed between Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed between 
Governor Gary Locke and Admiral Erroll Brown on May Governor Gary Locke and Admiral Erroll Brown on May 
25, 2001.25, 2001.
–– Laid groundwork for a collection of protocols guiding our routinLaid groundwork for a collection of protocols guiding our routine e 

and ongoing work to be developed.and ongoing work to be developed.

•• Protocols finalized in 2003.Protocols finalized in 2003.

•• Joint work has been coordinated for years, and has been Joint work has been coordinated for years, and has been 
formalized under the protocols for the last 4 years.formalized under the protocols for the last 4 years.



OverviewOverview

•• Governor Christine Gregoire and Admiral Richard Houck Governor Christine Gregoire and Admiral Richard Houck 
agreed to an oil spill prevention, preparedness and agreed to an oil spill prevention, preparedness and 
response summit.response summit.

•• Process involved USCG and Ecology:Process involved USCG and Ecology:
–– Reviewing existing MOA.Reviewing existing MOA.
–– Inventorying current programs.Inventorying current programs.
–– Reviewing existing protocols, with a view to develop a strategicReviewing existing protocols, with a view to develop a strategic

work plan.work plan.
–– Soliciting public feedback.Soliciting public feedback.



OverviewOverview

•• The The ““summitsummit”” is the culmination of our most recent is the culmination of our most recent 
cooperative work.cooperative work.

•• The key The key outreachoutreach methods developed from this work methods developed from this work 
are:are:
–– A partnership website.A partnership website.
–– Meetings with stakeholders.Meetings with stakeholders.
–– Public comment received.Public comment received.



OverviewOverview

•• The key The key documentsdocuments produced from this work are:produced from this work are:
–– An inventory of current and ongoing work.An inventory of current and ongoing work.
–– A shared strategic work plan.A shared strategic work plan.
–– Revised protocols.Revised protocols.
–– A revised MOA.A revised MOA.



Recent Trends in Oil SpillsRecent Trends in Oil Spills
Ecology DataEcology Data

Statewide spills.  Each colored band indicates a unique spill, wStatewide spills.  Each colored band indicates a unique spill, where here 
the width indicates the volume of the spill (not all these spillthe width indicates the volume of the spill (not all these spills s 

entered surface waters).entered surface waters).
Major Oil Spills (10,000 gallons or greater): 
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Recent Trends in Oil SpillsRecent Trends in Oil Spills
Coast Guard DataCoast Guard Data

All marine spills in Puget Sound.All marine spills in Puget Sound.



Our Current WorkOur Current Work

•• USCG and Ecology coordinate activities where they share USCG and Ecology coordinate activities where they share 
jurisdiction or interest.jurisdiction or interest.

•• Shared work is conducted in oil spill prevention, Shared work is conducted in oil spill prevention, 
preparedness and response, and in collaboration with preparedness and response, and in collaboration with 
the public and other stakeholder groups.the public and other stakeholder groups.

•• A Few HighlightsA Few Highlights
–– Detailed in our Inventory of Routine Activities and AuthoritiesDetailed in our Inventory of Routine Activities and Authorities



Our Current WorkOur Current Work

PreventionPrevention
•• Vessel construction/operation standards and oversight.Vessel construction/operation standards and oversight.

–– Domestic and foreign vessels.Domestic and foreign vessels.
–– Pollution prevention equipment.Pollution prevention equipment.
–– Voluntary best achievable protection standards.Voluntary best achievable protection standards.

•• Personnel licensing.Personnel licensing.

•• Waterways management.Waterways management.
–– Vessel traffic management.Vessel traffic management.
–– Aids to navigation.Aids to navigation.
–– Area to be Avoided.Area to be Avoided.
–– Escort tugs for laden tank ships.Escort tugs for laden tank ships.



Our Current WorkOur Current Work

PreventionPrevention
•• Oversight of facilities and transfer operations.Oversight of facilities and transfer operations.

–– Facility inspections.Facility inspections.
–– Advance notice of oil transfers and vessel arrivals.Advance notice of oil transfers and vessel arrivals.
–– Oil transfer procedures.Oil transfer procedures.

•• StandStand--by emergency response tug at Neah Bay.by emergency response tug at Neah Bay.

•• Derelict vessel removal.Derelict vessel removal.



Our Current WorkOur Current Work



Our Current WorkOur Current Work



Our Current WorkOur Current Work
PreparednessPreparedness
•• Leadership through the NWAC and the RRT.Leadership through the NWAC and the RRT.

•• Northwest Area Contingency Plan (NWACP) and Northwest Area Contingency Plan (NWACP) and 
Geographic response plans (GRPs).Geographic response plans (GRPs).

•• Vessel and facility response plan review.Vessel and facility response plan review.
–– Financial responsibility.Financial responsibility.

•• Training drills and exercises.Training drills and exercises.
–– Small scale/large scale.Small scale/large scale.
–– Table top, command post, field exercise.Table top, command post, field exercise.
–– Unannounced drills.Unannounced drills.

•• Oil Spill Response Organization (OSRO) verification, state Oil Spill Response Organization (OSRO) verification, state 
approval.approval.



Our Current WorkOur Current Work



Our Current WorkOur Current Work

Oil spill trajectory used in planning



Our Current WorkOur Current Work
ResponseResponse
•• Marine water (USCG) and statewide (Ecology) 24Marine water (USCG) and statewide (Ecology) 24--hour hour 

incident and spill response.incident and spill response.
–– Federal Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund and State Response AccounFederal Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund and State Response Account.t.
–– State and National Resources (strike team).State and National Resources (strike team).
–– Cost recovery.Cost recovery.

•• Incident management.Incident management.
–– Unified Command (federal, state, tribal, local).Unified Command (federal, state, tribal, local).

•• Coordination of marine fire fighting.Coordination of marine fire fighting.



Our Current WorkOur Current Work

•• Casualty investigation and analysis.Casualty investigation and analysis.
–– Determination of cause.Determination of cause.
–– Identifying improvements and lessons learned for prevention of Identifying improvements and lessons learned for prevention of 

recurrence.recurrence.
–– Possible civil and criminal penalties.Possible civil and criminal penalties.

•• Natural resource damage assessment (NRDA).Natural resource damage assessment (NRDA).
–– Compensation and restoration.Compensation and restoration.



Our Current WorkOur Current Work



Our Current WorkOur Current Work



Shared Strategic Work PlanShared Strategic Work Plan

•• Goal is environmental protection.Goal is environmental protection.

•• Renew the federal/state Partnership.Renew the federal/state Partnership.

•• Apply existing resources to a common set of priorities.Apply existing resources to a common set of priorities.

•• Focus on openness and public involvement.Focus on openness and public involvement.
–– Strengthened opportunities through new website.Strengthened opportunities through new website.
–– Create a Create a ““livingliving”” strategic plan.strategic plan.

•• Institutionalize the Strategic Work Plan.Institutionalize the Strategic Work Plan.
–– Commitment to continuous improvement.Commitment to continuous improvement.
–– Regularly scheduled meetings to review progress, consider Regularly scheduled meetings to review progress, consider 

public comments and adjust the plan as needed. public comments and adjust the plan as needed. 



Shared Strategic Work PlanShared Strategic Work Plan

CrossCross--Agency HighlightsAgency Highlights
•• Pursue additional, appropriate standards of care via harbor safePursue additional, appropriate standards of care via harbor safety ty 

committees.committees.

•• Review current status and pursue efforts to reduce coastal towinReview current status and pursue efforts to reduce coastal towing g 
failures.failures.

•• Continue to engage in a variety of education and outreach Continue to engage in a variety of education and outreach 
initiatives.initiatives.

•• Provide expert input and participate as appropriate with OSAC, tProvide expert input and participate as appropriate with OSAC, the he 
Puget Sound Partnership (PSP), tribal nation and other stakeholdPuget Sound Partnership (PSP), tribal nation and other stakeholder er 
groups.groups.



Shared Strategic Work PlanShared Strategic Work Plan

Prevention HighlightsPrevention Highlights
•• Review findings of the British Petroleum Cherry Point Vessel TraReview findings of the British Petroleum Cherry Point Vessel Traffic ffic 

Risk Study.Risk Study.

•• Promote compliance with the Olympic Coast National Marine Promote compliance with the Olympic Coast National Marine 
Sanctuary Area to Be Avoided.Sanctuary Area to Be Avoided.

•• Review standards of care for towing vessel practices.Review standards of care for towing vessel practices.

•• Complete study of state tug escort requirements and monitor escoComplete study of state tug escort requirements and monitor escort rt 
practices of Canadian in and out bound tankers.practices of Canadian in and out bound tankers.

•• Improve breaking bar safety at river bar entrances.Improve breaking bar safety at river bar entrances.



Shared Strategic Work PlanShared Strategic Work Plan

Preparedness HighlightsPreparedness Highlights
•• Ensure spill response equipment caches are maintained statewide.Ensure spill response equipment caches are maintained statewide.

•• Improve oiled wildlife care through the RRT and NWAC.Improve oiled wildlife care through the RRT and NWAC.

•• Identify differences between required federal and state industryIdentify differences between required federal and state industry
contingency plans.contingency plans.

•• Set annual goals for unannounced drills, including the stateSet annual goals for unannounced drills, including the state’’s s 
regulatory goal of inspecting 100% of response assets over two dregulatory goal of inspecting 100% of response assets over two drill rill 
cycles (six years).cycles (six years).

•• Improve outer coast response capabilities.Improve outer coast response capabilities.

•• Annual Northwest Oil Spill Course available for agencies and Annual Northwest Oil Spill Course available for agencies and 
stakeholders.stakeholders.



Shared Strategic Work PlanShared Strategic Work Plan

Response HighlightsResponse Highlights
•• Implement lessons learned from past incidents.Implement lessons learned from past incidents.

•• Look for opportunities to improve communication between USCG Look for opportunities to improve communication between USCG 
and Ecology during spills, and to tribes and other stakeholders.and Ecology during spills, and to tribes and other stakeholders.

•• Review new and available inclement weather and early detection Review new and available inclement weather and early detection 
technologies.technologies.

•• Develop a coordinated sampling plan for suspect vessels.Develop a coordinated sampling plan for suspect vessels.

•• Establish coordinated early assessment strategy combining all Establish coordinated early assessment strategy combining all 
available public and private resources.available public and private resources.



What WeWhat We’’ve Heard So Farve Heard So Far

•• Expand relationships with tribes, OSAC, Oregon Expand relationships with tribes, OSAC, Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality and other Department of Environmental Quality and other 
entities.entities.

•• Review recommendations from past studies.Review recommendations from past studies.

•• Prioritize strategic work plan issues.Prioritize strategic work plan issues.

•• Assess Assess IntertankoIntertanko differences: Then vs. Now.differences: Then vs. Now.



What WeWhat We’’ve Heard So Farve Heard So Far

•• Harmonize Coast Guard and Ecology data.Harmonize Coast Guard and Ecology data.

•• Optimize resources.Optimize resources.

•• Provide onProvide on--going public input/feedback mechanisms.going public input/feedback mechanisms.

•• Secure fullSecure full--time emergency response tug at Neah Bay, time emergency response tug at Neah Bay, 
and possibly other locations.and possibly other locations.



Next StepsNext Steps
•• Consider input received.Consider input received.

•• Modify strategic work plan as appropriate. Modify strategic work plan as appropriate. 

•• Post responsiveness summary and revised plan on Post responsiveness summary and revised plan on 
webpage by June 26.webpage by June 26.
–– Governor and Admiral sign MOA on June 26.Governor and Admiral sign MOA on June 26.
–– Ecology and Coast Guard sign implementing protocols.Ecology and Coast Guard sign implementing protocols.

•• Review strategic work plan and all additional input Review strategic work plan and all additional input 
regularly.regularly.

•• Continue to execute and update the plan.Continue to execute and update the plan.



Oil Spill SummitOil Spill Summit
•• When:  June 26, 2007When:  June 26, 2007

9:00 9:00 –– 10:30 AM10:30 AM

•• Where: Odyssey Maritime Discovery CenterWhere: Odyssey Maritime Discovery Center
2205 Alaskan Way, Pier 662205 Alaskan Way, Pier 66

Seattle, WA 98121Seattle, WA 98121
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