
Puget Sound Sediment Triad Index (Triad) 
Regional & Puget Sound-wide Trends 
Regional sediment  
quality baseline 
comparison to Puget 
Sound-wide: 
• So. Sound most 

similar 
• Admiralty Inlet has 

the greatest area of 
unimpacted 
sediments 

• Area of unimpacted 
sediment declined 
in St. of Georgia, 
Central, and Hood 
Canal 

• Overall sediment 
quality increased in 
the Whidbey Basin 
and South Sound 

Strait of Georgia 

1997 
 wmTriad  = 93.4 

2006 
wmTriad = 87.2 

2004 – 2014 
wmTriad =  

 Puget Sound 

1997 – 2003 
baseline 

wmTriad =  86.1 

Available 
2015 

Central Region 

1999 – 1999  
 wmTriad  = 96.5 

2008 – 2009 
wmTriad  = 89.6  

Whidbey Basin 

1997 
 wmTriad  = 74.0    

2007 
wmTriad = 79.6  

South Sound 

1999 
 wmTriad  = 84.8   

2011 
wmTriad = 86.6 

San Juan Islands 

2002-2003 
 wmTriad  = 74.2 

2012 
wmTriad = 

E. St. of Juan de Fuca 

2002-2003 
 wmTriad  = 75.4 

2013 
wmTriad = 

Admiralty Inlet 

2002-2003 
 wmTriad  = 96.8 

2014 
wmTriad = 

Hood Canal 

1999 
 wmTriad  = 71.3 

2004 
wmTriad = 62.9 

Available 
2014 

Available 
2015 

Available 
2014 

Pie charts        represent 
percent of study area 

characterized by 6 Triad 
levels of sediment                  

quality 
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Triad Index
Category Score
Unimpacted >81-100
Likely unimpacted >57-81
Possibly impacted >35-57
Likely impacted >5-35
Clearly Impacted 0-5
Inconclusive
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