6.0  WHAT ELSE IS NEEDED?  





MTCA operates in a highly technical arena where scientific knowledge is not perfect and environmental protection is frequently a matter of debate.  The MTCA PAC members have developed a good understanding of the critical interrelationship of various statutory and regulatory provisions.  One seemingly minor alternation can have a profound effect on the cleanup program and adversely impact cleanup effectiveness.  Members have endeavored to keep that reality before us as decisions were made.





In response to the Legislature's inquiry in Section 2(3) of ESHB 1810, the MTCA PAC does not recommend it formally continue in existence.  However, members are committed to remain available to the Legislature and Ecology to assist in either implementing the MTCA PAC recommendations or responding to inquiries about our decisions.  The PAC urges the Legislature and Ecology to avail themselves of this offer.  MTCA and its regulations, guidance, policies, and implementation have historically reflected a delicate balance of the pertinent interest groups.  The MTCA PAC, as a consensus-seeking body, is no different from that historical context.  In fact, it even more clearly reflects a delicate balance by virtue of the intense effort and consistent high level of participation over 18 months.  The members do not claim to have all the answers to making MTCA more effective, but do respectfully request that the group’s efforts receive a presumption of well-developed, thoughtful, and comprehensive statutory and regulatory analysis and policy review.





Ecology has committed to implementation of these recommendations consistent with its rulemaking legal obligations, which include the opportunity for further public review.  The pac members look forward to working with ecology and the legislature as they exercise their respective responsibilities in response to this final report.





�





�PAGE  �








�PAGE  �86�


	

















