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15 201 The concept of exposure unit might be added to this definition.  For example, a sediment cleanup unit 
addressing beach play risks might require attainment of a cleanup objective over a specific beach. 

18 105 What statistic is used to describe a background concentration? 
20 16 Is it intended that human health risk based standards should be evaluated using a station cluster 

approach?   There should potentially be some discussion about compliance with area wide concentrations 
based on human exposure units. 

24 41-42 Language is awkward. 
24 61 Are there any issues of consistency with using averages relative to the 95% UCL employed elsewhere to 

characterize contaminant concentrations? 
33 84 In cases where human health risks are being assessed over an exposure area, the area of concern is not 

defined solely by contaminant concentrations at the boundary but also by the exposure area involved.  
Developing a boundary based on exceedances of some contaminant threshold concentration is not an 
appropriate approach. 

33 95 Measurements of contaminants in tissue should be considered here.  Tissue contaminant measurements 
may be used to assess site risks without the added complication of developing relationships between 
tissue and sediment concentrations.  For smaller scale sites, it may be appropriate to develop predictive 
default sediment/tissue relationships.  Tissue /sediment relationships are important for determining how 
much sediment needs to be remediated to attain risk based tissue concentration goals. 

41 70 The definition of regional background is not adequate to determine how to compare regional background 
with a sediment cleanup standard.  Ecology needs to create a procedure for determining regional 
background and a procedure for comparing regional background to the cleanup standard. 

42 24 The definition of natural background is not adequate to determine how to compare natural background 
with a sediment cleanup standard.  Ecology needs to create a procedure for determining natural 
background and a procedure for comparing regional background to the cleanup standard. 

43 Footnote 
100 

The human health guidance document being prepared by Ecology should be reviewed in conjunction 
with the rule amendment, as its content may impact rule language. 
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