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Overview of the Source Control Strategy 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Source Control Strategy 

Sources and Pathways 

Goals and Priorities 

Regulatory Framework 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Goals and Priorities 

Short Term Goal 

• Address existing 
sources of 
contaminants 
within the LDW. 

Long Term Goal 

• Minimize 
recontamination of 
sediments after 
cleanup 

• Cleanup levels 
established in EPA’s 
Record of Decision 



 Identify and control ongoing sources of 
chemicals to LDW sediments 

 

 Use existing administrative and legal 
authorities as appropriate 

 

 Inform and support businesses, 
residents, agencies, and others who 
handle hazardous materials 

 

 Monitor and evaluate source control 
efforts and revise plans as needed 
 

Goals and Priorities 



 Establish milestones for source control 
activities.  

 
 Increase the degree of inter- and intra-

agency coordination 
 
 Evaluate whether pollution controls 

are in place to allow sediment cleanup 
to proceed 
 

Goals and Priorities 
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Sources and pathways 

Elements of Source Control 
Contaminant 

Origin or release 
of a chemical 

caused by some 
action, event, or 

industrial or 
business practice 

Media 
Volume of air, 
surface water, 

groundwater, or 
soil affected by 

one or more 
contaminants  

Pathway 
Route to the 

river that 
contaminated 
media travel   

                      



 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Sources and pathways 



What Do Sources Look Like? 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 



Legal mechanisms for implementing  source control 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Regulatory Framework 

Federal 
Regulations 

State 
Regulations 

Local 
Regulations 



 
Goal: Develop a detailed agency-specific plan for 

conducting source control 
 

 Currently under development 
 Ecology, City of Seattle, King County, and EPA 
 The overarching plan for the next 20-30 years 
 How each agency will manage its programs to 

address source control 
 Coordination within and among agencies 
 

 
 

Agency Specific Implementation Plan 



Work in Progress 



Continue with Current Work 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Financial support to local 
agencies for source control 
work 
 Line cleaning 
 Source tracing 

 Investigations and data 
evaluation 
 Cement kiln dust study 

 Green River study 

 



Current Work: Green River Studies 

Green River 
Study Area 



Continue with Current Work 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 State and federal cleanups 
 22 state cleanup sites 
 8 federal cleanup sites 
 

 Business inspections 
 3,300 inspections at 1,414 

businesses (City and County 
since 2003) 

 560 inspections at 288 
businesses (Ecology since 2008) 
 



 Continue coordination efforts with other 
agencies 

 Prioritize cleanup and source control areas 

 Determine if source control is adequate to 
begin sediment cleanup 

 Define and address recontamination 
 

Coordinating Source Control and Cleanup 



Next Steps 

Respond to 
comments 

Make changes 
and finalize 

Strategy 

Implement 
new Strategy 

Next Steps 
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