
2010 Milestones

The year 2010 resulted in landmark achievements in securing water for

both instream and out-of-stream users. The Sullivan Lake Project makes

water available to enhance instream flows and for future water rights to cities

and towns. The Lake Roosevelt Incremental Releases Project advanced to

a stage that allows OCR to begin issuing water rights in 2011. Also, upon

completion of the Weber Siphon Project, 7,000 acre-feet of water from

the Lake Roosevelt Releases will be delivered to Odessa farmers. The Red

Mountain AVA Project will provide irrigation for additional wine grape

acreage and improve stream flows in the lower Yakima River.

Along with providing these instream and out-of-stream benefits,

OCR projects produce economic benefits by creating jobs and generating

revenue. The Sullivan Lake Water Supply Project will generate $2 million

annually for the economy. By irrigating an additional 1,785 acres of

vineyards, the Red Mountain Pump Exchange Project will inject $9.2

million annually into Washington’s economy. The Lake Roosevelt Incre-

mental Storage Releases Project protects hundreds of jobs and creates

$3 billion for the economy (WA State Office of Financial Management).

Sullivan Lake Water Supply Project (F H)
The Sullivan Lake Project provides a rare opportunity to create new water

supplies in a part of the state where few opportunities exist. Located in

Pend Oreille County, the lake is 1,200 acres in area and 330 feet deep. A

hydropower facility on the lake is currently being decommissioned. In

partnership with Pend Oreille Public Utility District (PUD), OCR negotiated

an agreement to re-operate Sullivan Dam to make available 14,000 acre-feet

of water for out-of-stream permits and instream flows. The water will be

retimed from being released in the winter to being released during the

summer when it is needed the most. To ensure that the northeast counties

benefit from the water, OCR has proposed 2011 legislation to authorize that

permits for this water be issued only to applicants in the Ferry, Pend Oreille,

Douglas, Okanogan, Stevens and Lincoln Counties, with a focus on munici-

pal and industrial demands. The project will also provide additional water to

improve instream flows in

the Pend Oreille River all the

way to the mouth of the

Columbia. The instream

portion will be managed

by Department of Fish and

Wildlife’s Fish Flow Releases

Advisory Group, which is

assisting OCR in the

management of instream

releases.
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Along with meeting

the five legislative

directives that

provide benefits for

instream and out-

of-stream users,

OCR-funded

projects produce

economic benefits

by creating jobs

and generating

revenue.

Ecology Director Ted Sturdevant

and local officials sign the

Sullivan Lake Water Supply

Project Agreement

Status of the $200M
Columbia River Basin Water Supply Account
(2/3 for storage and 1/3 for conservation and other non-storage projects)

The pie chart shows the current appropriation of funds from the

Columbia River Basin Water Supply Development Account. Under RCW

90.90.010(2)(b), two-thirds of the account must be spent on storage and

one third for “other purposes.” The arrows surrounding the circle reflect

this split. The pie slices in the circle reflect the allocated and remaining

funds within each split.
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Projects funded by other sources such as State Building Construction Account and

Operating Budget include: Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement Mainstem

Storage Alternatives Study, Walla Walla Pump Exchange, Metering, Odessa Subarea,

Supplemental Feed Route, Lake Roosevelt Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement

(SEIS), Crab Creek SEIS, Frenchman Hills Construction, Yakima Storage Study, Fish & Wildlife

Project Support, Conservation Commission staff, Legislative Report Forecasting, and

Yakima Basin Water Supply projects.


