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Changes in SWE (April 1 – May 15)



April 1 2016 May 10 2016

Last Year:  May 10 
2015









Recent Precipitation, Near Forks





Forecasted Apr – Sept Runoff, expressed 
as Driest Ranking for period of record (up 
to 68 years)

Forecasted Apr – Sept Runoff, expressed 
as Percent of Normal



Methow April 
Runoff:   >400% 
Average

Transition from 
Above Average 
to Below 
Average Status

Big Runoff, followed by below average late season flows





Less than 
75 Percent 
of Normal 

Water 
Supply

Hardship

Drought

Washington State’s Drought Trigger

RCW 43.83B.400







Chehalis River nr Porter Satsop nr Satsop

Nooksack nr Ferndale Colville River nr Kettle Falls



•June 2:  Water Supply Availability 
Committee (WSAC)

•June 9:  Executive Water 
Emergency Committee (EWEC)



Surplus Slides Follow



1949------------------------------------------------------2015 1949------------------------------------------------------2015
Oct – Sept (full water year) Apr -- Sept (spring/summer)
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River Stations Where Volume of Runoff Was Below 75 Percent of Normal

7773 7392 94 92 9401 0105 05 1515



Columbia Basin Project

Kittitas Reclamation District

Wapato

Sunnyside

Roza

Drought Permit Authorizations Central Washington











2001 2005

2015



Source:  National Phenology Network

Leaf Anomalies, May 16 2016
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