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Management Actions

• Business inspections

• Illicit discharges

• Maintenance

• Retrofit

• Septic repair

• Farm Planning

…and more
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Regional                    Local

• A matter of scale

• Link S&T and Effectiveness

• Are management actions improving priority receiving 

water “problems”?

• Flexibility to address local priority problems

Link to beneficial uses
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Forging New Territory

• What it is…and is not.

• Receiving water focus

• How incorporate into permits? 

• Limited resources

• Impact to smaller Phase II’s?

• How is this different from TMDLs?
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What it is…
• Monitoring to link receiving water to 

upland actions

• Implement at the “local” scale

• Local priorities, for example
– Shellfish

– Sediment contamination  

– Pre-Spawn Mortality

– Habitat

– Recreation



What it is…cont.

• Identify current problem 

sources/impairments 

• Prioritize 

– Use existing data/information

– Incorporate S&T in following permit cycle



Next…

Apply appropriate 

steps

•Identify stressor

•Set a target

•Locate sources

•Plan/Implement

•Follow-up

•Incorporate new info



What it is not…

– one size fits all

– or land use-based characterization outfall 

monitoring



Receiving Water Focus
Impacted by Stormwater

• Water

• Sediment

• Flow

• Biological Endpoint

• Beneficial Use

• Natural link with S&T, and Effectiveness 

Monitoring



Permits
• Recommend WRIA-based prioritization process

• If permit integrated then dedicated funding to address 

high priority problems



Limited Resources
• Work regionally to replicate successful 

programs for the same sources

• Use regional protocols and methods



Impact to Smaller Phase II’s
• Partnerships to solve problems

• Pay-in option component?

Partnership field training

West Sound Phase II’s



Sounds like TMDLs on 

Steroids

• A point source model

• Early action to solve problems

• Encourage receiving water data

without penalties



Dyes Inlet
Result of Management Actions

Determan, WSDOH 2009



Water Quality 

Assessment Categories

1  tested clean

2  some evidence, no TMDL

3 Insufficient data

4  Polluted waters that do not require a TMDL

• 4a  has a TMDL

• 4b  has a pollution control program

• 4c impaired by a non-pollutant

• 5 Requires a TMDL (!)



Some required elements:

•Problem-specific, water body 

specific

•Interim targets

•Effectiveness monitoring 

component

•Adaptive management

•Enforceable controls/action



Is this a New Approach 

or a New Look?

Prioritize locally

Use existing data

Link with S&T

Fix problems

Avoid TMDLs



Discussion Questions

• Do you agree with prioritizing problems 

at the WRIA level for applying adaptive 

management actions?

• How many priority problem impairments 

should be pursued over a 5-year permit 

cycle?


