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Ecology directed to aggressively pursue development of new 
water supplies for both instream and out-of-stream uses 

• Significant investment in new storage and conservation 
◦ Capital:  authorization for bonds of up to $200 million  

• 2/3 of funds for study & construction of new storage & 
pump exchanges 
◦ 1/3 of new storage for improving streamflows to benefit fish 
◦ 2/3 of new storage for new out-of-stream uses 

• 1/3 of funds for all other water supply projects 

• Legislative reporting on water supply and demand 
forecasts 



• Assess, plan, and develop new storage 

• Improve or alter existing storage facilities 

• Implement conservation projects 

• Any other actions to provide access to new 
water supplies (e.g., acquisitions, leases, 
marketing) 



• Alternatives to groundwater for agricultural 
users in the Odessa subarea aquifer 
 

• Sources of water supply for pending water right 
applications 
 

• New uninterruptible supply of water for 
interruptible water right holders 
 

• New municipal, domestic, industrial and 
irrigation water needs in basin 
 

• Water for instream purposes 
 
 



• Problem solving focus 
 

• Seeking balance 
◦ In water allocation 
◦ Between mainstem and tributaries in    
 program focus 
◦ In geographic distribution of projects 
◦ In types of projects 
◦ Between water quantity and overall aquatic     
 resources 

 
 



  





• Converted former Pend Oreille County PUD 
hydropower facility to water supply operation 

 
• Creates 14,000 ac-ft of additional supply in NE 

counties 
 

• Schedule:  2013-2015 releases, permits started 
in 2014 
 
 







• 30 Completed Projects 
• 7 Terminated Projects 
• Accomplishing all 5 mandates 
• Issued 128 permit decisions 
• 2 Supply and Demand Forecasts 



Demand Type Estimated Volume  
(ac-ft) Source 

2030 Irrigation Demand (new 
irrigation, Odessa 

replacement, Yakima Basin 
supply, and Columbia River 

interruptibles) 

800,000 – 1.1 
Million  

2011 Supply and Demand 
Forecast, Odessa EIS, 

Yakima EIS, and Ecology 
2001 Drought Database 

2030 New Municipal Demand 
(including municipally-

supplied commercial and self-
supplied domestic) 

108,500 2011 Supply and Demand 
Forecast 

Unmet Tributary Instream 
Flows 500,000 

Ecology Data, tributaries 
with adopted instream 

flows, 2001 drought year 

2030 New Hydropower 
Demand 0 WSU Surveys and Planning 

Forecast Review 





Wenatchee 
Basin  

Walla Walla 
Basin  

Yakima 
Basin  
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