
                                                                                                                                     Page 1 of 10 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 

 
General Order of Approval No. 10AQ-GO-01  

Portable and Stationary Asphalt Plants 
 

This General Order is applicable to any source applying for coverage in Adams, Asotin, Chelan, 
Columbia, Douglas, Ferry, Franklin, Garfield, Grant, Kittitas, Klickitat, Lincoln, Okanogan, 
Pend Oreille, San Juan, Stevens, Walla Walla, and Whitman counties or is regulated by the 
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology). 
 
Pursuant to the State of Washington Clean Air Act Chapter 70.94 Revised Code of Washington 
(RCW), Ecology general regulations for air pollution sources, Chapter 173-400 Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC), specifically WAC 173-400-110 WAC (New Source Review),  
Chapter 173-400-560 WAC (General Order of Approval) and Chapter 173-460 WAC (Controls 
for New Sources of Toxic Air Pollutants), Ecology now finds the following:   
 
FINDINGS 
 

1. Any stationary or portable asphalt drum mix plant proposing to locate in one of the counties 
listed above or proposing to locate at a source that is regulated by Ecology may request 
coverage under this General Order. 
 

2. The applicant must apply for coverage under this General Order.  Please contact the 
appropriate Ecology office with jurisdiction over your source: 

 

Air Quality Program 
Central Regional Office 
15 West Yakima Avenue, Suite 200 
Yakima, WA 98902-3401 
Phone:  (509) 575-2490 

Air Quality Program 
Eastern Regional Office 
4601 N. Monroe Street 
Spokane, WA 99205-1295 
Phone:  (509) 329-3400 

 

Industrial Section 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
Phone:  (360) 407-6900 

 

Nuclear Waste Program 
Hanford Unit 
3100 Port of Benton Blvd. 
Richland, WA 99354 
Phone:  (360) 372-7950 

 

Or on the internet at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/AOP_Permits/Boiler/GeneralOrders.htm. 
 

3. The proposed source, if constructed and operated as herein required, will employ Best 
Available Control Technology (BACT) to control emission of criteria pollutants, and Best 
Available Control Technology for Toxics (tBACT) to control emission of toxic air pollutants. 
 

4. The proposed source if constructed and operated as herein required, will comply with all 
New Source Performance Standards (NSPS), specifically 40 CFR 60.91 (Subpart I). 

 

5. This General Order applies to portable and stationary asphalt plants.  A portable asphalt plant 
is a plant that remains at the same location (pit, quarry, or operating site) for no longer than 
one year following start of operation.  A stationary asphalt plant is an asphalt plant that 
operates at the same location for longer than one year following start of operation.   
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6. For the purpose of this General Order, a portable asphalt plant that intends to remain at the 

same location for longer than one year must meet the stationary asphalt plant conditions listed 
in Section 5 of this General Order or obtain a separate Notice of Construction approval order 
under the provisions of WAC 173-400-110 before operating as a stationary asphalt plant.  

 
7. Sources utilizing non-road engines must comply with all applicable laws and regulations.  At 

the time of signature of this General Order, it is anticipated that non-road engines will soon 
become subject to an amended section WAC 173-400-035, expected to take effect in spring 
2011.   

 
8. Within thirty days of receipt of an application for coverage under a general order of approval, 

Ecology shall notify the applicant in writing that the application is incomplete, approved, or 
denied.  If an application is incomplete, Ecology shall notify the applicant of the information 
needed to complete the application.  If an application is denied, Ecology shall notify the 
applicant of the reasons why the application is denied.  Coverage under a general order of 
approval is effective as of the date of issuance of approval by Ecology. 

 
THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that an asphalt plant that meets the specification and 
limitations contained in this General Order, and more specifically detailed in the Technical 
Support Document prepared on January 25, 2011 is approved for construction, installation and 
operation, provided the following conditions are met: 
 
APPROVAL CONDITIONS 
 
1. OPERATIONAL LIMITATIONS 

 
1.1. Asphalt production must not exceed 500 tons per hour and 6,000 tons in any one (1) 

calendar day.  Total asphalt production must not exceed 300,000 tons in any consecutive 
rolling 12-month period. 
 

1.2. The asphalt drum burner must not be greater than 150 MMBtu/hr heat input. 
 

1.3. A fabric filter (baghouse) must be used to control particulate matter emissions from the 
drum-mix dryer.  

 
1.4. At no time may a plant exceed the maximum production rating of the installed equipment. 

 
1.5. An interlock or other fail-safe device must prevent the drum-mix dryer from operating if 

the baghouse is not operating. 
 

1.6. Each asphalt cement heater must have a minimum of one self-regulating automatic 
overheating disconnect.  To prevent the potential overheating of the asphalt oil storage 
tank where the first disconnect fails, Ecology recommends that two self-regulating 
automatic asphalt cement heater disconnects be installed. 
 




















