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A

Air Operating Permit
(AOP)

Environmental 
Permitting Services

Applicant reviews activities 
requiring air operating permit 
(triggering mechanisms) and 

determines regulatory jurisdictionA

Applicant can request pre-
application consultation with 

Ecology to define permit application

Applicant prepares Air Operating 
Permit (AOP) application and 

submits to Ecology
B

No Permit Required
Exempt from Air Operating 

Permit

Ecology reviews application for 
completeness

Complete

Ecology issues 
Notification of 
Completeness

Incomplete

Ecology issues 
Notification of 

Incompleteness

Ecology issues Draft AOP
and Statement of Basis or notice of 

intent to deny

Notice of Intent to 
Deny

Draft AOP and Statement 
of Basis. Ecology publishes 

public notice, permit 
register and notifies 

affected states

Ecology reviews public comments 
and determines need for public 

hearing.

Public submits written 
comments to Ecology 

after publication of public 
notice and permit register

Applicant submits 
written comments to 

Ecology after 
publication of public 

notice and permit 
register 

30
 D

ay
s 

 Hearings
Not Held

 Hearings
To Be Held

Ecology conducts public
 hearings 30 days after 

hearings notification
Applicant testimony Public testimony

Ecology issues proposed AOP and 
response to comments

United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA)

review of proposed AOP. 

Ecology reviews direction from 
USEPA

Ecology takes final action on 
application

Applicant can appeal Final 
AOP 

to Washington Pollution 
Control Hearing Board 

(PCHB)

30 D
ays

Ecology issues 
Final 

Air Operating Permit

Permit
Denied

C

Applicant can petition EPA 
regarding Final AOP

Public can appeal Final AOP 
to Washington Pollution Control 

Hearing Board (PCHB)

Public can petition EPA
regarding Final AOP

30 D
ays

60 D
ays

Legend:       =Hyperlink         =Timeliness Target     =Progression               =Revision =Optional
For more information on this or any permitting process visit http://www.ora.wa.gov or call the Washington State Office of Regulatory Assistance at (800) 917-0043.
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Operating_Permit_LINK_A.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Operating_Permit_LINK_B.pdf
http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/permithandbook/permitdetail.asp?id=51
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/index.html
http://www.ora.wa.gov
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Operating_Permit_LINK_C.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/permit_register/register.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/links/timeliness.htm
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/links/timeliness.htm
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/links/timeliness.htm
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/links/timeliness.htm
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