Fireplace Retrofits

Fireplaces don’t control air flow they way wood stoves do so they burn dirtier than wood stoves.  Here are some strategies to retrofit fireplaces so they burn cleaner.   
Wood Burning Inserts

Gas Log Sets

· Gas log sets use 60,000-90,000 BTUS per hour (about three times the gas that a gas insert does).  
· With gas log sets, the heat goes up the chimney and not into the room.  
· With gas log sets the chimney damper must stay open all the time and heat is lost up the chimney.  (One company is introducing an electronic damper for gas log fireplaces that closes when the fireplace is not in use.)
Gas Inserts
· Gas inserts come in two types - heaters with ceramic glass or non-heating aesthetic with tempered glass.  
· Use about 1/3 the gas that a gas log set uses.

· California has a lot of Victorian style fireplaces and a lot of air quality issues.  In California many of this style of fireplaces are being retrofit with gas inserts.  

Catalytic Technology

· At least one company has developed catalytic technology to retrofit fireplaces.  The gentleman I spoke with at the 2008 HPB Tradeshow said his company is currently testing the technology for EPA Approval.  He estimated being able to retrofit a fireplace with new catalytic technology for about $500.00.

