EPA’s Voluntary Low Emission Fireplace Program
Four years ago the hearth products industry approached the EPA about the possibility of creating a new Low Emission Fireplace category.  EPA and the industry formed a technical committee, under the auspices of ASTM, which created a new test for measuring fireplace emissions.  The goals of the test were to create a method that accurately represented the emissions of existing fireplaces, and was consistent enough for use as a certification tool.  The test method is complete, and is a published ASTM method for measuring open fireplace emissions.  EPA is considering the creation of a voluntary program to recognize products which offer real emission reductions from conventional fireplaces.  

The voluntary program could be adopted by states for use in state implementation plans (SIPs). 

Washington (WA) is the only state with a state wide program for low emission, manufactured fireplaces.  It is administered through the Building Codes along with the Department of Ecology.  
Overall benefits to the voluntary program include:

· A standardized method for testing fireplace emissions based on how consumers use fireplaces (ASTM method)
· Testing would be done by a third party, EPA accredited  lab

· EPA would provide a list of devices that meet the program requirements

· A federally recognized program that can be used in SIPs to meet state and local air quality goals.  EPA will provide guidance on how to use this programs in SIPs
· States have the option to adopt this program

· A phased approach that is technology forcing instead of relying on existing technology
Benefits to WA:
· The ASTM test method is a more rigorous and more realistic  test to meet than the test method in WA rule

· Ecology staff would not have to review and approve individual manufactured fireplace tests

· The program could be adopted and used in SIPs

Other items:

· SIP guidance is not available yet

· The voluntary program would have two phases.  The first phase would have a maximum emission rate between 7.3 and 5.1 grams of PM2.5 per kilogram of wood burned.  Phase two emission rate will be set after settling on phase one emission rate.
Possible approaches for WA:

· Evaluate the final voluntary program and SIP guidance for possible adoption by WA 

· At least adopt the ASTM test method

· Other?

