National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for PM 2.5:

Timelines & Nonattainment Consequences
What timelines?
· Washington State must submit recommendations to EPA on the 24-hour PM 2.5 attainment, non-attainment or unclassifiable areas by December 18, 2007.

· EPA issues designations for attainment and non-attainment areas by December 18, 2008.  If EPA decides there is insufficient information to make a decision, EPA can take up to one additional year to make the decision.

· States have 3 years after nonattainment designation to put a State Implementation Plan (SIP) together.  A SIP contains an emission inventory, attainment demonstration, control measures, and contingency measures.
What happens if the State Implementation Plan (SIP) isn’t done on time?
· If a state doesn’t submit the SIP within 3 years, EPA can make a finding of “failure to submit.”  Under the finding, a state has a chance to get the SIP submitted and approved by EPA before sanctions are imposed.  

· If the state does not get the SIP submitted and approved in the extra time, the CAA requires EPA to put sanctions in place.  At first the sanctions impact the permitting of new facilities.  If the SIP doesn’t get submitted and approved by EPA within 6 months, then federal highway dollars are withdrawn.

· The Federal Clean Air Act (CAA) requires states to meet the NAAQS as expeditiously as possible, normally within 5 years.  The CAA has the option of up to 10 years with approval from EPA.  The option for up to 10 years has additional requirements.

What if states don’t do what is in the State Implementation Plan (SIP)?

· If states don’t complete the actions required in the SIP, then EPA will give the states 18 months to correct the problem.  If states don’t correct the problem, then the CAA requires EPA to put sanctions in place.

What if states do everything required in the State Implementation Plan (SIP) and still don’t meet the NAAQS?

· If a state does everything required in the SIP and still doesn’t meet the NAAQS, then the SIP’s contingency measures must be implemented for failure to attain.
· Provided the SIP is fully implemented and including the most recent calendar year of data attains the standard, the EPA Administrator does have the option of extending the attainment date by 1 year.  The attainment date can be extended a second time, but this time including the most recent 2 calendars years of data must attain the standard.
· EPA requires a new plan within 18 months if a nonattainment area fails to attain or maintain the standard.
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