Oakridge Oregon Warm Homes Program  2006-2007


This program, run by the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA) in Eugene-Springfield, Oregon, was funded by 11 partners. In part because Oakridge is a very low income community, the program not only included a woodstove buyout program but also a weatherization and home repair program.  Partners included woodstove dealers that offered rebates on new stoves, St. Vincent De Paul which provided over $400,000 toward weatherization/ home repair from a grant, as well as state and local housing agencies.  This only discusses the woodstove buyout program which is not quite yet complete.

Oakridge is a small town southeast of Eugene Oregon with a seasonal air quality program.  It is an extremely low income town with no industry, no natural gas, high electric rates, and few jobs. There are a large number of homes for which wood is the only source of heat.   The Environmental Protection Agency provided about $100,000 to buyout stoves. 

Rebates were provided based on emission reductions from over 100 applications submitted:

-$2,500 for oil or propane


-$2,000 for a pellet stove
               -$500 to change out a certified woodstove to pellet, oil, propane or electric. 


LRAPA felt that relatively large rebates were needed since most residents did not have the capability of providing much funding. 

            To date 57 uncertified woodstoves have been replaced (only a few more are planned):

             -37 to pellet stoves
             -  9 to oil

             -  9 to certified woodstoves

             -  2 to propane 

            Old stoves were collected for recycling by the City of Oakridge which certified receipt of the old woodstove.   


The program had an extensive public outreach effort by LRAPA (aided by students from local colleges and universities.  Lessons learned included that some people are never happy!!  
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